
The ,IMonthly Record of the 6½urch ot Scotland,

ment of' unholy, restless desires, and nio
earn,,st efforts to ovt'rcoune them ? The
rigliteous God loveth flot, but hateth,
en vy. strife, biickbit ing, wicked ness,
covetousner-s, malict', falseh -cd, dishon-
esty. selftlýhness, ungofline.ss; .9nd when
these are kept. iut he od of pea'
It is *-.onderful wLat an eifer- inner
peace lias on all thtingsi aroiu:i 'is. It is
the mmnd itself wbliI Casts a "~ or
a %vvdding garment." upon the outer
wurld. We in ourjSelves r<joice; and 1 he
gladriess of the %world is but an echo from
our voice. Whien we are iii at ease
with ourselves, and unhappy in the home
of oatr own hieart from a bad conscience,
or from a life unfaithtful to duty, every-
tlin-i takes a comple~xion t'romn our spirit,
mtrcies cease to delight, friends are no
longer f riends, nature loses her beauty,
our employments their iriterest, lire iteef
may ait laet becon-e intolerable, and death
be sought as a refuge near and immediate
from what îa already hell. But where
peace reigns, sunshie spreads ail aronund.
Wblile Judas went Nvith bis silver lt-ces
to h<îng himself, n-e Who was hi ig led
to, the cross exclaiïned, IlMy veace .1
leave with you l»

'Time would faîl me to utter in detail
ail the preclous promises muade to the
ilglittous. la ht a biessir'g to have God
as the hearer o: prayer? "IThe righteous
cry, and God hearetb them." la dcliv-
erance froua affliction areward? I"Many
are the afflictions of the righteous but
the Lord deliveretb theru out of them ail."
115 it good to be lield up iri time of weak-
nes? 11The Lord upholdeth the right-
eousý." DoieS he desire to be guided in
perplexty ? IlLight i8 sowfl for the
righteous." I'The way re the rîghteous
le muade plain.,' Does he need tu be
watched at ail tim2:s ? I&The eyes of the
Lord are upon the righte-ou:3." These
blessedl promises extend to ail he lias,
-and ail connected with hlm. "1The
bousue of' the rigbteous shall standI."
"1The rod of the wicked shall fot rest

on the lot of the rigbhtcour,." "The
righaiteous shahl inherit the earth." "The
seed of the rigliteous shall he blesedy'
nor shall they be begging bread. And
what glorious prospects are set before
theru ! IlThe hope of the righteous
'1 he gladntss." "ýThe rigbteous bas

nt judgment. IlThe rigbte:3us shall gP
into 1ifiè eterrial." l"They shiah shine
forth as the sun." Seeingy, then, the
"righiteous God lovezh righteousness ~

we Inay well exclairu, " Let me die the
death of the rigliteous, and let My latter
end be hike bis."ý

Another reward of righteousness is
rîghteousness itself.

Blessed are they that hiunger anul
thirst after righteousness, for they shail
be 61led. In orlher words, the man whe
loves good shall be filled. In other
words,, the man who loves good shali be
fihhed with it. This at once exposes thc
ignorant and selhsli foily that would a8-
sociate withi righteousness only such ex-
ternal rewards as men receive here for
doing good, as the phrase is. If men do
the state some service, they expect to be
rewarded by some, favour or honour.
Even if men save the lives of otherf,
they expeet a reward. And aIl this Ss-
teru of rewards, which, begua in school,
id contînued duriag life to the boy, by
way of stimulating hlm to a rîglit course
of attion, is very naturally rrnnsferred,
by the uathinking and the ignorant te
the government of God; and thus men
associate with doing their duty to God
and man, wîth being righteous. some re-
wards they know noV what, but whieh
will probably mark what good people
they have been. Yet, after ail, there
are hints given us ia this world of a dif-
ferent and nobler systeru of rewards.
True love seeks only true love la return.
No mother would expect Vo be rewarded
by m~rrey for loving or saving her chaUd.
it would ho an insult to lier whohe being
to in4inuate that she was not suffleiently


