
TUEZ CURCII OF SCOTLAND.

climbs tlae inour.tain of Spiritunl-Mýiitleil-
ness. Ilc breakfasts every morniiîîg onx
Spiritual L'rayer. and sups every eveninfr
on the saine. Ile has meat to eat wliielî
the worlal knows flot of, anad his drink is
the sincere rnîlk of the Word. Thus
happy lie lives and lhappy lie dies. 1

ll1appv is lie who has the gospel sub-
mission in his 'will; due order ini Lis af-
lections; sound, peace ini his coniscience;
sanctif'ying gracc in bis soul; real divini-
ty in lais I>reat; triic hurnility, ini bis
lieirt; the Redeemner7à yoke on bis îîeck ;
a vain worlal under bis feet ; and a crowîî
of glory over lus headi. Happy is the
life of such an one. In oriler to attain
wbich, pray fervently; bclievc tirinly;
wait patiently; work abundantiy; live
laoly; die d:I.ily'; watch )'our heart'; guide
your senses; redeeni your tie; love
'"'hrist, and long for eternity.

LD8SON8 FOR JUNJI.

FIRST SABBAT!!.
SunjEcl':-Samuel the Jud*qe. lut Sam 7

5-12. Golden Text, Prov. 11, Il. 1>aralle
passages, Geta. 18, 26. Job 12, 8. jamnes 5
15-16.

In verses 5 6 we bave the account of a 17
offtastiag <and humiliation. W. tead nnîiaing
of Samuel till this lime front the begmnning of
Chap. 4tla, but we may suppose that lie flad
been labouriîig ineessantly to turn his coun-
trymen frontî their idolafry, and proably
preaching repentance aud refortnation ini ail
parts of the land. The Spirit blessed bis ef-
torts, îand in v. 4th we are told that the [trael-
ites forsook tlieir Midos aud turned again to
i he Lord. A national feast was proclanied-
front ail parts of the land the people asseînbied
at à>Iizpehi-and Samuiel, as their moutht piece,
confesseal their sins and prai'eî for pardon and
acceptance. Thie drawing aud pouring oaut of
water seems fo have indicated their sainse of
national corruption, of their ueed of that puri-
fication of which water ie an emblemt, anîd of
their need. fo pour out their bearfe hii repen-
tance before (yod. Front the ëtatemexît that
Samuel jud.-ed lsrael in Mlizpeh. we nîay in .
fer that lie was at this finie installed as chief
rider, and that hie commenced his administra.
lion by a general refiîui of ail public abuses.

lu ver-se 7f hwelave an alo-m uftar. The
Pliiliaatiiet, lîeariug thit the lsraelites huad as
sembled, and dreading an attack, deternîined
fo ai'ticipate them. and to assauît theni ini
their own land. They who are theuiselves
coeascious of evil designs* are ever ready fo

sQu-pect others. Tite lsraelites, having met
for religini worship, were nut prepared for
wzir, andi were greatly alarmeai. le would
sceau stranuge to thenu that this great trouble
'houltl overtake thein when tlie v were retuma-
ing to (ari), but thus lie often tries iç people.
Buat frontbles are blessing§ in (liqguiqe. livil
lierai eeenied to, corne out of gond, but good
really caine out of the evil. 'Tiais attack led
to a victaîry oit tlie part of larael, whicb gave
peace anid prosperity fo, them, and weakeueal
their eneanies for îuany y ars.

[a verse% 8 andl 9 we b ae the best national
def*tnt-e. Uuprepred with arisq, f bey were
ofluerwvise. tlîoug tlîey knew it tint. wàIl pre-
pared. Thty hatl faxteti and hiumbled themi-
selves belbre God Their previous experience
had taught f leiiî that amis, courage. and dis-
cipline, were of no avail witl:out God's favour.
Sn fhcv cail on Samuel f0 pray for them. and
bie cnied f0 flie Lord aud o;ffairet sacrifice,
flinusands of heïarts, we doubt not, being
poured out ini private supplication . Note their
obedience to S-amuel, aud their reliance oit
iiiiîi. So ought ive, in national andi privafe
trouble, f0 tru-it in Christ, and seek Ris inter-
'c.9son. His love, wisdom, andl poiver witlî
Goti, are greater than those of Sainuel; and
hie i nfercedes on the ground. of a more preioua
and ail prevailing sacrifice.

lu verses lOfli aud lili we have ax qloriouà
victarry. God accepfed their saerifie and
ataswered their prayer. When the battie
began, lie sient a terrible thunder stonn; and
we cannot doubt that t he liglitniiags fiapbed
aniast thle bout of the Philistines in such a
way a; fo terrify and bewilder thei, and to
encourage andi sfimulate the Ismaelites. So
great was the slaugbter uliat the Philisfines
were reaadercd powerlessi duriug the whole
period of Samuel's ruIe. Coutrast with this
flhc rec.uIt of flic baffles described in Chap.
4îla. 'lie Ark of Goal was tlien in the camp,
but the love of God and of his laws was not in
f hcir heutrts. Then Rit usî isxni prevaled-now
f lev were inoved bv principles and emo-
f ioiis f mly religions In eadi caue respective-
lv the dticent andi the victory %wete certain.

Lastly, in verse 12fh we have the grateful
celebrat iof of God's wonderfnl goodnesu. A
stoxie is cet up. to test ify f0 future generations
that Ilhitherto the Lord bath helped ns."

WVe leariî <roin this lesuon, *fflst, that na-
tional reformation brings natio)nal ble.rsings;
secomdlr,, that Gods favour s the best defence
agains. national calatiities.

bECOND SABBAT!!.

Sitn.uscT:-A King desired, 1 Sam. 8: 4-9.
Garlalen Text, PFalm 118: 9.

In conection ivith the lesson read Deut.
17: 14-20, and 1 Saim. 11: 4-15.

Saiuel'a two sons, Joel and Ahiah, were
jualges in Israti, but fhey were unjustjudges
(v. 3) pt!rvertiigjudgment 10 satisfy tlieir own
cîapidity. As miglit bave been expected, the
people'were dissatisfied with tbear condutt,
and through tbe eIders fbey expressed flîeir
dissatisfaction fo Sanmuel at Ramah. But
fhey go further: they suggest, nythey ask


