
CONTEMP'r UP CouitT-THz ORTori DEBATE.

'deneanour. Lt is not comforting to think
that a manifestation of impatience, or the
qUtterance of word:s, innocent in themselves,
ifl a tone capable of more than one cou-
struction, may be visited with sumnmary
&'ad severe puinieliment in the discretion
'if an inferior magistrate. It wonld seemi
desii.able that a power of reviewing ail the
Cire umstances, weighing the gravity of the
Illisconduct complained of, and controlling
the discretion of the judge in the extent
Of the penalty inflicted, should be vested
lIi a tribunal of appeal, the members of
Which migrht be expected to take a
dispassionate view of the whole situa-
tiOn; thouglih the tone and manner are
8uch important elements that it would

difficuit to arrive at a proper
kllowledgem without observing them. As
fair as we ean understand the decision
ln1 Ex~ parle Lees, a state of affairs in
W*hich counsel aggrieved in this respect
e0lu1d obtain redress would be very excep-
tioflal. The power of the inferior magis-
tlhate to visit any appearance of disrespect
'*ith aheavy penalty seems tobe practically

We have said what lias occurred to
on this point witliout any regard

tthe merits of the - case before ns,
idwitliout suggesting for a nmoment

that the decision was not perfectly riglit.
is to the general principle that our

>uarks are directed, and considering the
ý'friities of human nature, to whicli
3n4dges) with other men, are subject, we

tý1kthe general principle is unsatis-
~tOry. Judgres occasionally mistake the
%rlestness of argument for disrespect
t0 theraselves and their office, and some-

thj8 receive deserved rebukes fromn

for their suspicions. Such a
~h&ewas administered by an Irish

barr5ter named Hoare ta a j udge foolishly
rÀl>Oue about lis dignity. "IThe judge

'*4 flali and peeviah: Mr. Hoare strong
%74 'Olenin. The former had been power-

4Yresisted by the uncompromising

sternness of the latter. At length the
judge charged him with a design to bring
the King's commission into contempt.
' No> my Lord,' said Mr. iloare. I have
read in a. book that when a peasant
durîng, the troubles of Charles the Firet
found the crown in a bush, lie showed it
ail marks of reverence ; but I will go a
step further, for tliough I sliould find the
King's commission even upon a brarnide,
stiil 1 shail respect it.' >

SELECTIONS.

DR. KENEALYAND THE 01?TON

DEBA TE.

Both tlie debate and the division on
the resolution proposed by Dr. Kenealy
wiIl, we trust, speedily put an end. to a
most discreditable agitation. Mr. Dis-
raeli described the English as "'the most
enthusiastie people in the worldi," and
expressed regret that they "«sliould have
their fine and noble sympathies enlistcd
ini such a case ; sliould be infiuenced by
sueli misrepresentations ; and he directed
to such mischievous ends." The charac-
ter of a people may be seen in the char-
acter of its lieroes, and it would be a
national disgrace if the convict Orton
were a popular favourite, even to the
degree to whidh. Jack Sheppard and
Jonathan Wild were favourites. When
under cross-examination in the (3omnion
Pleas Orton admitted conduct that showis
liii to be a scoundrel of sui a mean and
despicable sort that the genius of a Dick-
ens, a Lytton, or an Ainsworth, could not
make him the attractive liero of a romance.
In no act of his liIè is there any honesty
or bravery. Take his own account of hia
carraer, and the conclusion is, that a worse
villain neyer got into the witness box.
There» he stood from day to day, confese-
ing that he was an uriscrupulous liar and
a coart3e debauchee. Such a scoundrel is
xnot a national hero, and we are persuaded
that Dr. Kenealy has flot nearly sa many
supporters as lie imagines. We desire to
be jnst even to the deluded Ortoniteg,
and we willingly believe that their fault
is want of thouglit; that they have ac-
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