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unique in that His influence has been exerted
far more by IRis deathi than by Ilis life. Hie
Iliniseif anticipated this, and the Aposties fuliy
comprehended it. Ainiost the only thing coin-
mon to all four Gospels is the account of lis
death. The cross is the best known symbol of
Christianity. But the power of it lies not in the
mere description of the fact. It is in the signni-
flcance of the fact, as an atonement for sin.

Ilere again Christ Ilimself gave His disciples
their starting point, and they have put the
Atonement in the very heart, of ail their teacli-
Ing. Peter, Johin, Paul, ail alike give it promi-
nence. In miany quarters it was distasteful, but
they found tixat in ýýpite of that it wvas the great
attraction in the gospel for sin-burdened souis.
It is stili thc elenient of greatest power. There
is a disposition in some quarters to ignore it, but
the preacher who does so loses his most effective
iveapon. It is, howvever, not speculations about
the atonernent that are needed, but the fact of
the atonement, itseif shouid be emphasized.

3. A third element is the constant activity of
the ever-iiving Saviour for the salvation of His
people. Chiristianity prociains a Saviour, bt xîot
a Saviour who is dead. The Apostieb made miuch
of the resurrection, not for its value, but as an
assurance that the Savîour wvas now alive. The
activity of the ascended Christ mianifests itseif
under thiree fornibs. -irst, as a perpetual initerce:s-
sion, shuwing His sympathetie izîterest, in the
necds of fis people; second, in the gift of the

ly Spirit, who is lus representati% e and alLer
ego in the -%vorld, and tlîirdly, by lus Churchi,
which is lus body. The Churcli is sometinies
unduly exaitcd and aimost substituted for Christ
Fimseif, and sometimes uîîduiy depreciated;
but ln any ca-se it is an important and valuabie
organization, through whichl Christ perpetuates
Ris activity la the -%vorld.

This thoughit of Chirist's continued interest in
the wvc 1 - needs to be enmphasized ail the more
because the Churchi Las found it bard to retain
a firm grasp upon it. More or less doubting it,
a multitude of intercessýors, saints, angels, the
Virgin Mary, hiave beenl put forward to remnind
Hum of our needs, and plcad for fis intcrest.
These unscripturai cuits have gained a strong
hoid even upon many intelligent minds. This
showvs the consciousness of need.. But Christ
Himiself should be so preached as to render those
unnecessary.

4. The fourth feature is the sure hope of the
world's deliverance from sin by the second com-
ing of Christ. The second advent is an essential
part of the Christian faith. The main things to
be looked at, how'ever, are not the time or the
mianner of it, which seemis to interest s0 flifny,
but the objects to be obtained. by iL. The flrst
object is the final judgment of ail-a truth
which gives tremendous solemnity to life, and

must aiways ho one of the fundamentals of
preaching.

But there is a judgment of things as -%vell as of
persons, -%vichl is going on ail the ime-a judg-
ment of systems, institutions, customs, govern-
ments. Many of tlîese hiave been already con-
demned and forced to disappelir. Others wil
foilow, an<i long before the final judgment of the
wvorid, this j udgment of social systems viii hlave

50 far proceced that it xnay be said the King.
doni of God is establishied on the earth. This.
coming of the kingdoni, v, hatever the form. of iL,
wiil be virtually the coxning of the Ring. This
was the expectation wvhichi kindled, the hope of
the early Churchi, and it is this whiclî must be
reiied on to kinidie it still.

This truth is specialiy important at the present
time in viciw of the prominence of social ques-
tions. The demand for this regeneration of'
society is not altogether Nvithout reason. Not.
that everything asked for can wisely bie granted.
stili less is it that the wvorid is growing wvorse.
The very clamor of the present time arises froni
the belief that there is hope of relief. Any solu-
tion of these probiems to be permanent must be
aiong Christian Unes. Christ miust come into
every reiationship of life and sanctify it. The
Church that preaches this hoids the key of the
future.

These four are the main features of the minis-
ter's working theology-lîis chief tools. They
manifestly make a Christian theology, for they
revolve around Christ. They make the common
ground on which ail evangelical Christendoni
may unite. IL is thoroughly practical, and
though it does not miiîîste'- 'argely to the specu-
lative interest in theoloi , it does minister to
the needs of the huinan heart, and wiil not fail
to flnd eager hearers.

0This article is part of Dr. Sorirnger's opening lecture
at the Presbyterian Coliege, Montical, at the beginning
of the present sess~ion.

C. E. AND TH*E CH1JRCH1.

The Christian Endeavor Society is not doing
the Nvork tlîat it is designed to do unless it ib
making its memnbers more and more faithful to
bilechurch. An Eiideavorers vacant seat in any
of tie regular services of Uic clîurch is a stain
upon the fair niame of the society lie represents.
Loyaity. to denomination andl home church is one
of the fundamentai principles of the organization.

The wvork of its members in the prayer meet-
ing is intended to train and prepare them. for-
tie more mature duties of the churchi. Ve ean
render rhe wvork of our society more ellect iveý
then by being more zealous ini the performance
of our church duties. llow nîany discouraged
pastors woul take freshi heart if their Ein-
deavorers railied to their support as they have.
corîvenanted to do. Pas~toral relations -%vould.
not, be so frequentiy severed and vacan t p uipits
would not be so startiingiy numerous if Christian
Endeavorerswere morel-yal totheircliarcli vowvs.

PîPecs. Messenger.
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