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A Trained Ministry.

We readily cotnply with the tequest 10 lay the
following commuuication befure our readers, as it
contains many valuable suggestions.  We must
remark, however, that our good brother, lthe many
others, takes a wrong view of what 1s called Min-
isterial Fducation. It docs nat create amonopuly
of teacking, but simply aids & pious man 1 elucs
datiug and enforcing the truth of God. It there o
a monapoely at ail, Chirist has ereated it by estab-
lishing the paston’s office, and the only dillerence
that we can discover betweon flling the sacred
office with learned and uulearned men, consists in
the fact that the formner possess very decided ad-
vantages over the latter in discussing Scripture
ttuth,  ‘Fhe advantags of being trained in the
church are cotamon to both classes, tud are not as
our correspondent scums 10 imagine, conhned to
the unfrained. 1t is qute true that too much is
left 1o pastors, und brethren €l to improve therr
cifls as they ouzhi; bat this is just as true in
churches where the pastor have had limited ad-
vantages, as in opposite cases. JTraining may
ussist a man of God in the work of his Lord, while
without it a wan of God muy Le crippled in his
ueefulnesa,
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In the present day much is said and wwrilten
about the Christian ministry—training for it—sup-
port for it—the destitulion of churches who are
without it—and the supply, by such means, of the
spiritual wants of a people. It wonld be vain to
deny that the kingdom of God is ofien, or has ge-
nerally been promoted by the labours of inteltigent
faithful preachers of the Gospel ; but it would be
equally as vain to question that God very often
works out the salvation and sanctification of men
by other mvans; or that the Great ead of the
Church has never given any occasion, by his own
preferences, procept or example, 1o form a rery
Iugh cstimate of human training for that ministry.
‘Fhe ministry of the word, by the mouth of in-
syired apostles, when there were as yet no printed
copies of the scriptures, and probably not one in
filty of its heatets had a copy of them, must not
he <onfounded and quite identified with the fallible
ministry of the Gospd in our day, when almost
every hearer is possessed of, and can read the
printed scriptures.  If those inspired and chosen
witnesses of his resurrection, assumed to them-
solves no yower, pre-eminence or distinction in
the churches, except what arosc out of cither their
having seen their Lord, and heard the words of
his own mouth, or from their self-sacrificing hu-
wmility, zeal and love, as practically his exemplars
and followers,—it follows that any assumed supe-
viority, pre-cminence, authority, or distinction of
uninspired men, Testing upon trained intellect, anu
the acquisition of human literature, as qualifying
them for being exclusive teachers in the church,
aud preachers of the Gospel, has very little, if any
#anction or warrant in the New Testament,

«That which,” in tlus, s highly esteemed
among nen,™ 15 4 matter of liltle account “ in the
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sight of God.” In this, he has chosen, and will
cver choose ¢ the weak things of the world, to
confound the things that are miglty.”

There is a universal tendency m man to apply
every thing he touches to purposes of self-grah-
fication ; and this, too, he often does with most
siacere professions of devotedniess to the cause
God and Ins truth.  Most strikmgly is this rame
paut propeasity 1 human nature seen i the de-
vising, adopting, and extothng, of the instrumen-
tabty, which, m modern Chrstendom is assumed
a5 being approved of God, as the very best for the
supplying of the spivitual wants of churches. The
anmstiy—the Chustan nunstty—an  cducated
mnstry —a tramed elass of men (one 1n athousund)
who shall monopolize the fceding of the people
s ywyth wisdom and understanding,” is assumed 1o
be the cluef, the best, the most lawful and power-
ful means that is perpetually throst upon our at-
tention for the accomphishunent of that end. The
New Testament gives no countcnance to such a
monopoly—a monopoly which is Lased on mere
human expediency and presureption, daring to ime-
prove upon the simplicity of the prescriptions of
unersing wisdom ; and in faithless distrust of its
grace and power,  Such a monopoly looks like a
stipulation between pastor and people, that a con-
centrated volubility, and the mere verbiage of di-
vine tiuth, shall be substituted instead of a com-
mon, pactical, mutual, public, constant testimony
of what his really been, and is daily experienced
of its sanctifying power over thehiearts, the ro ads,
and the conduct of believers generally. Such a
monopoly actually undertakes for hire, to relieve
others, intelligent believers, from the duty and ne-
cessity of continually evincing in the presence of
cach other, and especially on the Lord’s day, their
hidelity to God, their disconformity to the world,
and their ardenc aspirations after heliness and
heaven. Such a monopoly compromises, conceals
and perpetuates the shame and sin of Christiansin
living very far beneath their profession,—living
and labouring, rather for the success and enlarge-
ment of their worldly business, than for the cn-
largement of Thrist’s kingdom in themselves and
others, since 3t ever serves as ascreen to hide from
public view that spiritual apathy and lanieness,
that camal-mindedness which grows out of world-
liness and self-indulgence; and would give to
Christ moncy and parade, rather than the devoted
heart and the pue incense of its liveliest predomi-
nant cmolions, Lreathing foitl: love lo God and
man,

Whence cometh the best and most common ap-
titude for profitable public speaking of the things
concerning the kingdom of God? Is it, indeed,
from the moral and intellectual  raining,” which
academies and schools for ¢ minislerial”? education
yeeuliarly supply 2 These may, and do contribute
to mental cullure; but the sphere, the ficld in
which God intends the culture of mind and heart,
shall be effected—(and out of the abundance of the
heart, the mouth speuaketh,)— is in the assemblics
of the saints, under thediscipline of iz Providence
in the ordinary business of common life.

Navigauon, architecture, and other scienccs,

may be learned theoretically ; but without the

‘pmclicnl application of the rules and doctrines pere
taining to thens, the speculative scholur will with
all his acquired learning, be a mere tyro at sea, or
at masonry, and will fall behind the expericnced
| common sailor and builder. Much wore so is it
!in theology. Iis sublime mysteries, sts glorious
trevelations, its transporting us.irances, and strong
consolations are very commonly apprecisted but
in an inferior degree by accomplished stndents
from the_schools. Those * are bid from the wise
and pradent ;"—God ¢ reveuls them into babes.’”
So he is pleasad to ubase the pride of man ; and by
4 weak and base things, to coufound®? and niumph
over  things that are mighty.” It first lesson is
a very difficult one: * If any man will be wise in
this woild, let him becone a fool, that he may be
wise.””  Out of this principle will spring and grow
all the cducation, discipline, and trining, neces-
sary for the Christian’s usefulness in the family,in
the church, and 1n the world. Taere needs be no
other training for the # ministry* more than there
is for the exercise of every one'sintelligent solicitode
for the well-being and growth in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chnist,
of all his brethren, ¢ Out of the alundance™ of
the “new heart and the right spirit,” ¢ th: mouth
speaketh.”  And all the ulterance which cometh
short of this, or short of exciting, promoting, tn-
couraging, conducting, and training this abund-
ance n all and every one whom associnted be-
lievers (guided by apostolic preceptand primitive
esample) consider to be taught of Gad, and judge
to be qualified for it,—is spurions orutory. na
word, the peculiar fraining, the high education,
the sublime, pathetic, persuasive eloguence, and
the peculiar, and only essential qualification that
arc ever to be desired, sought and prayed for, in
the exercise of what is called the Christian minis-
try, may be found fully explained, illustrated aod
exemplified in :

© YUNCLE TOM’S CADIN.”

A work lately written and published by DMrs.
arrict Beecher Stow, of New York, Sec there,
in the case of a poor, ignorant slave, cut off” frony
every source of spiritual improvergent, excepting
only his Bible, and the supply of the Spint of
Chnistj—sec him bereft of all other means of
moral and intellectual refinement—stript of every
carthly good, and crushed down with the crucl ri-
gour of extreme oppression—a very outcast, not
only from the privilege of hearing any one one of
the Louisianian Christian ¢ Ministry,”® but from
all ordinary Christian sympathy and helps;—hav-
ing nothing, yet possessing all things;—wiser,
ticher, happier, more noble, more useful than
pethaps any of the well-frained Christian profes~
sors in the country.

Where the Bible is, and is dnly appreciated, as
in snch a case, there can be no spirituel destitu~
tion.

CLERGY RESERVES.

The rollowing Petition o the Legislature, with
reference to the secularization of the Clergy Re-
serves and Reetories, was adopted at the late an.




