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ON THE FEEDING OF FARM-HORSES,
YOR THE FREVENTION OF COLIC AND INFLAMMA-
TORY AFFECTIONS OF THE ORGANS OF DIGES-
TION.

Anatomy shews; that— Of all creaturcs, the
horse has the smallest stomach, relative to its
physical size. ad he possessed the quadruple
ruminating stomach of the ox, he would not have
been, at all times, ready for exertion ; the travel-
ler could not have baited his steed, und resumned
his journcy. The stomach of the horse is not so
capacious, even when distended, as to impede his
wind and speed; aud the food passes onward with
a greater degree of regularity than in any other
animal, A proof of this is, that the horse
has no gall-bladder.

¢ Another peenliarity with the horseis the sup-
ply of fluid. When the camel drinks, the water
is deposited in cells, connected with the stomach;
but if the horse drivks a pail of water, in eight
minutes none of that water isin the stomachj; it
is so rapidly pussed off' into the large intestines.”
Let it also be borne in mind, that the whole in-
testinal structures of the horse are of an cqually
pecaliar form, and very seositive in cvery part;
that the stomach, morcover, 1ests upon the large
intestines ; its forepart is close to the liver, and
its left side is in contact with the diaphragm, or
midriff—one of the most important muscles of
the frame, and the principal agent in breathing,
besides performing many other important func-
tions by mcans of its connexion with the otherin-
testines.  And thus, in whatever organ, or from
whatever cause, interaal inflammation may origi-
nate, the immediate connexion or sympathy of
parts soon conveys the discase throughout the
whale intestines.

Such, then, are the peculiar intestinal struc-
tures of the horse; and so rapid is the progress of
a pail of water from the stomach through all the
couvolutions of the small intestines, sixty feet in
length, at 1 moment when these sensitive tegu-
ments, and all around, are probably ata temper-
ature more than double that of the liquid they
then contain. What but spasws, inflammation, and
death can await the poor horse, unless very prompt
and efficicut remedies are applied? Wet green
food, given in quantity, under similar circumstan-
ces, will produce the same effects upon horses,
heated and cexhausted by previous hunger and
fatigue. This almost every post-master and
groom well kuows, and studiously endeavours to
avoid ; and surcly the farmer ought also to be
equally aware of, and guard against it.  Yet he
complaius of the loss of one and anothet of his
best horses, by some hidden sickness, which he
cantot account for ; nor, until too late, discovers
that the horse, having returued from his last day’s
work covered with perspiration, or shivering under
rain, was led to the water-pond, plunged i, and
drauk his fill, then put ia the stable, and served
with such provisions as came to haud, fresh or

fusty, aud left for the night, without a single hair
being touched with whisp or comnb. The servant
may be also young and inexpericnced ;—but why
is he intrusted with horses, or not properly in-
strected in the first principles of his duty towards
them?

There are other causes of an oppocite character,
vhere, from the propensities of the servant, in
mistaken kindness to the horse, or even with the
consent of the inconsiderate master, horses are
served with corn unscasonably, or in excessive
quantity, or of unsound quality. * Stamach stag-
gers” soon ensue, and instances might be related
of horses dropping down dead in the yoke in this
state—the stomach having become ruptured by
the over-distention or swelling thus occasioned,
cither from too full a feed of any kind, or parta-
king of food of an improper naturc, or even drink-
ing an excessive quantity of cold water, and then
put to scrvere exertion.

In addition, however, to such casualties as
these, there are other latent sources of disease,
arising from the mode of keeping the natural, and
preparing the artificial, food, of many farm-horses,
as well us the manner of supplyingit.  The small
farmer, in particular, generally throws the straw
into large mows, or heaps, on low damp floors,
where it becomes musty ; or stows it in the con-
fined loft of a crowded stable, where, fumigated
with the exhalations from beneath, the empoi-
soncd mass is dealt out to thedevoted animals, who
thus becomes the innocent victims of various di-
seasces, if not of subsequent destruction.  Or, ifa
portion of the food is boiled or steamed, it often
wants the most essential ingredient of the whole,
a proper quantity of salt ; so that the mess is pro-
bably sour before it is administered, or imme-
diately becomes so in the animal's stomach.

Then there is the half rotted, frosty-cut clover,
or after-math, at the close of Autumn, so pfeg-
nant with danger to the farm-horse, all of which
dangers the harness-horse escapes, by a more uni-
form course of keeping. The latter is chicfly fed
on corn and hay, and is regolarly supplied at
intervals of threc or four hours at most, according
to his work or stages ;—while the farm-horse has
his couscceutive yokiugs extending to ten or twelve
hours a-day, often more, with but little intermis-
sion for baiting or rest; has less corn, and in
general subsists nearly two-thirds or the year on
coarse fodder (oat or bean straw), which fills the
stomach without affording much real nourish-
ment.

Let it not, however, be said that the fresh straw
of the common crops of the farm, together with
the customary feeds and mashes duly served, are
iusufficient to maintain the horses in proper con-
dition, nader ordinary circumstances, without the
aid of much, orany hay. Nothingis more casy and
obvious then to prepare the food of horses i a
properinauner, aithough it certaiuly regaires some
care, activity, and arrangement, on the part of
both master and servant. If, for example, in



