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authority or the churcli, and of thle la wa
of tha Kingdom, have been ieq uiesced in
hy the State, and submitted ta by the Es-
tablishmerit. That Court lias4 pretechd
by its civil authorily cxercisi-d in flic
name of the Qucen, to restore f0 tlheir
spiritual funciions mon wiîo have becît de-
prived of îlîem by tlic General tigserell
eitting and actilîg in the naine of flic Lordl
Jeaus Christ; and tbe body Nviieh por-
mits such men, as ministers of rthe gospel,
Io administer her spiritual affairs.9, :till

pfesses ta ho'd by thlat Confession of
Faith whicb declarei that 14 The Lord

Jesos, as King aind liead of his chtircli,
bath thercin appointcd a goverîluiitt in
the band of cbureh-ofllcers, distinct fi-oui
the civil inagistrate."

At the lime of the Secession, and dowvn
f0 ho Disruption procecdlings, it was the
recognised riglit, as if ias the urîr4ucsi-
onable duty, of the elîurch, accordîing as
thc lad tIc means of meceting the %vatnts
of lier people, ta crect conglri'Ogatioins. to
setlle ininisters over tet and ta give
those utinisters tîteir proper standing in
the dburcI, for the exorcise of the fune-
lions bath of preachingr and of ruling
whicb belong to f lîcir office. The duity
was nat attended Io sa fîil!y as might have
been desirable; bit still. te cases are
suffieientlY itimerous to, show that flic
right was fuily acknoivledged. Thus ilie
L4ord President of Ille Court of Session,
in a case which came beflore hmýl in 1 836,
referring to flie Act of Asseiiiblv 3,
,which gave ta the miîîisters oftwliat,%,vere
calledl the Parliamnetitary t'liuirclis tlic
fuhll powers af' parisli ininisters, says,
#-uThs was a matter îvitliiii the proper

1pravitîce ofthc Assetnbiy. lity lad tlue
power ta pass such aa Acf, and they ex-
e-rcisediliat powver. And 1 sec no'con-
fliet betwec-î t'te provisions of this Aet
finit titase of' thie statti-. The 1>arlia-
ment, oit the one lnnd, and ilie Asseun-
1-Iv on thte athcr, eacle beinýq steprcrne in
î:', alira province, passed tiieir r:spieut:.ve

onttlesbat h tnîdiîîg taivards the
sulie end, and the lift be.iing in stîpple-
men~ît of tltc fii-st. The Assenbi)),v Glade
1)o disjurnction of tlie parisints qîîoad drvi-
lia, but it deviared thic niiiiistfçrs in bo
itie:bers ai ail churci courts .and if aI-
soi declarccl tltem I0 jîossss ail flic privi-
leges of the parisli ministers of' Scolliand,
nnd that (lie Assrrnbly alone could do -
1 daîit tbink tile Ais>-eitillv exercised ii
netc power in df-claring a ininister 10 ho

ios-sdof sut-h 1rvîgs coinreivc
tt aepower to have b.ïen exerciscd

ini uualogauï taw-st such as wrhen sweond

îninistcrs wcrc appointed, or ini an>r oi
thic nuiucrouis instanice wiîere new mi-
nisters iverc appointed iii Scotiaind." So
late as9 in 1833, in a case befière Ille
Te!ind.-coart, tlhe l.ord Justice Cler-k de-
clared, '- 1 have neyer seen caune to d's.
pute. fli poiver of/Me churceh Io di.çj'oii or
ecec Pari,,hes quoitd çac;ra." Tihis rigaht
aiso ià Iïilly recogîtiisetl in the Act of' the
4-hl and 5t i o' W'illianà 1V., Whiell pro-
vidies, that iire any cburcb, chapei, &r.
«built, or acqmirecl, or endowed L-f vo-

luntary- contrbution, shiai, according Io
the provisions of the existing law, bc e-
reeteel int a parot-hial churca, either ai
an additional t-hurch &c., or as tbe ehurch
of a separate parish t o bc erected out if
a part or parts ol anv existing parish or
parisbes, whcîber the saute be establisbed
aîid crected meci), quoad spiritualia l'y
fle auMhorify offle churce couris of thec
Establieil Chue-ch of Scotdand, or also
quad temporalia by aîtboritv of the Coui-
niissiaîîers of Tiends :" tieitl;er -lie King,
îior any private patron shial have any
dlaimi to the patronage of sucli newly e-
rected chbrch. Now, howevcr, thie Scot-
tislh Istabliâhzent, iii abject submission
to the Court of Session, bas allowed it-
self to bu dcnuded of the power to obcy
Ciirist*s c.oniunand, "4 Feed the. fock of
Gad ivblicl is amolli yuu," by- appointing
uilusters ivith full pastoral .authority to
ivatcli over thetni, ertîl ivhre flic people
are willingv by titeir own effort-s ta pro-
vide incaîts of support for sucli niinisscrs.
At flic lidding, of tiat court, tlîey have
evert gone the lengili ol depriving of tleir
pastoral autlîorîty soniewhîcre about tlîree
lautdrcd ministere, and breaking up as
îuaîîy Kirk*-Sessioîîs, ivho liad beeîî sa-
lemnly appointed in thc nanie of the Lord
Jesus Clirisr, and by the proper oilice-
bearers afi is clinrch, to watch over the
respecti ve portions ofîlie dlock wbich liad
been cntrusted to titeir care.

The novelty of the views wih. have
led to titese ducisiotîs, and the extent te
ivbich tho Estabishmîaent, in whîat may bc
regarded as ils proper -tpirituial fonctions,
is 110w under the control of the Court of

*Session, may be furtlier aeen by attend-
inga o flic reinarks of saine of the Juda-
es, iii dellivcring their opinions.
* Lord Cunitîglianie, one of the Judgcs
in the majoritv, in a Note (a curiobity in
its way but too long for insertion) appe~nd-
cd ta a finding oi Pbis as Lord ordinary,
GtUi Dvecîuter, 1842, in one of the stages

iof tue Auchiterarder case, contemplates
the superse(hilg of the Presbytery, and

*the authorîiing of a minority of theit


