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donc. Writings like hors lessen the sordid feelings of~ thc age and give us
isoine intcrcst in the botter and more enduring part.

Elizabeth Barrot Browning is another gWftced spirit-with m~ore passion than
Mrs. Norton, she is less popular because lcss natural. She bu.s imbibed mucli
of the German mysticism that infects the present sehool of poets. But she is
a grand, bold, powerfal writer-a very searcher otf the sou]. She plays with
its most sýcret feelings. «Wandering for a time in thc wild meshes eof idealityj
and mystcry, she breaks out suddenly in burning words with some heart truth,
and wc start te think tlîat she should know of the feeings and memnories that
most affect ourselves as individuals. ' Bertha in the Lane ' is an exquisite
poem-blending pathos w'ith power and passion witli tenderness, it chains us
spcll-bound long after ve lay the book aside, and se, with many others of
lier productions. She ;s a rnarvellously gît' ted woman, possessing a masculine
strength et' mind with the delicate perception and great tenderness of lier own

jses. She has niueh mannerisin and absurdity, but she neyer can be taine or
'uninteresting,. When we read her wvoris, ive know we are iu communion with
a superior mind, and whether nve will or ne, she sways us lor the time by her

Jown peculiar thouglits and ideas.
j Charles MIcKayhlas written several bold and always elevating strains. lieis
the lyrist of' the present day ; but lie is a very practical, matter.-o.act pe.
Iis verses rend like good plain prose turned into mnetre; lie has littie tender-
ness, less pathos, but a great deal of genuine lionest Englisli feeling. Patriotic
and nmerai, lhe would make ail who, rend bis stanza the same. One cannot lielpjadmiring his firm, nîanly spirit, lis determination, te, speakz for the riglit. Ilo

1can nover be entitled te a place aniong our best poets, but rnany of lis songs
will last throuoeh cemn time.

Chiarles Swain is a popular and eiaceful, lyrist, ho bas net enougli originality
or genius te be a poet, but lie is very pleasing, and appeals te, the affections
and sympatlay tenderly and weIl. Re lias not written enough te entitie him,

Ite lengtliened. review, but lie lias afforded pleasure te, many by lis graceful ver-
sification and pretty allusions te, things et' everyday occurrence and reality.

Eliza Ciook is anotlier of thc gifted sisterhood, and bas written raucli te
entitle lier te higli commendation. &'The Song of the Englishman ' is a noble
strain, whieh alono stamps ber as a genuino poolt-. But s'ae lias written mudli
more te confirm lier dlaim te, sucli a distinctiun. Some of our sweetest and
most popular songs are from lier peu, ' The old Armi Chair' and others,

jpreving lier te possess the rigliht key te the feelings eof the lieart. Weé 1now
of notlîing more truc and beautiful than lier allusion te-

IlThe cchocs which sùirt
When memory plays an ol<i tune on tie licar.'.

Ana all lier verses are filled with similar ideas as original as they arc trutblisl.
ler inid lias a very masculine tone, and oftcn lier thougîts seem tee beld and


