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sons indicted for felony to make their defence
by counsel or attorney. It had very often
been supposed—and he was afraid there had
been eminent individuals who had said it—
that this Act took away the right of the pri-
soner to be heard and closed his mouth. He
did not think the Act meant to do that. The
reason why he did not think so was that an
almost precisely similar Act with regard to
treason had been interpreted according to
the practice of the Courts to mean the oppo-
site. Oflate years it was well known that a
variety of practice had obtained ; for, whilst
some judges allowed a statement to be made
by a prisoner, others did not. He had
searched for, and had not been successful in
finding, authorities for the proposition that
in cases of misdemeanour the prisoner as well
as his counsel should bs allowed to make a
statement. That left room for some kind of
doubt. But he thought, upon the whole,
having reference to the opinions and practice
of several of his brethren, and having refer-

. ence to the considerations which he had men-
tioned, it did not appear that the right which
prisoners originally had—in fact something
more than the right, the power—and which
they were called upon to exercise, of speak-
ing for themselves, was taken away by
the Actsto which he had referred. He had
in many instaaces allowed such a statement
to be made. This appeared to him to be
such a case, because it was a case of great
importance, and one more or less likely to
attract attention.—Subsequently, in reply to
counsel for the defence, the learned judge
ruled that a statement made by one of the
prisoners would give a right to a general
reply onthe whole case to the counsel for
the prosecution; but he did not wish to lay.
this down as a universal rule. Every case
must depend on its circumstances,—Baldwin
made a statement, was convicted, and sen-
tenced to twenty years' penal servitude.—
Law Journal (London).
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SpPRclaLIs.~Specialism means depth of insight, the
probing a subject to the core : it means discovery, it
means originality. [ believe it means development of

character and growth of the capacity for knowledge.

me cowpare the mind to a ho o wi R Let
For a vital comprehensioa ot truth 1 would prefer to
loqk through one window thoroughly cieaned than
through ull of them only hylf purified from the obscur-
ing medium of error and prejudice. Fo the young
student es eeially I would say, ‘* Cienn one of your
windows ; be not content until there 15 one branch of
your subject—if it be ouly one branch of a brancu—
which you understund as thoroughly as you ure capablo
of understanding it, watil your sense of truth is satis~
fied, and you have intellectua} convietion,”  Be agsur-
ed that in learaing this one thing you will have added
aneye to your m.nd, an instrument tq your thought
aud potentially have loarned wmaay things, In meﬁife’
of the muature lnvestigator, specinlisgg plays a simiiar
part; to remain healthy he mast continanlly drink
deep at the fountain head: he mnust go further than
others have gone before hip i

devote what may seem to outside;

¢ e man of mere gen
calture loses interest in what he studies ; hig ;x:l;;lé
ranges over wide tructs, through which he is guided by
no ceatral idea or dominant co viction ; he acquires a
habit of thinking, like the typfeal Oxford man, that
there is not})}lnl 2 New, nothing true, and it does not
much matter. he cure for this intellectual ailment
is concentration, Let the sufferer make some little
plot of ground his own; let him penetrate through und
and beyond the region ot literary orthodoxy, and he

y ds; that truth
has ever new lights for the inquirer, and that the

e AR SR e «uinend T

sk

o PRI




