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apathy of the public, and the disappointment yoit some-
times experiencu' in seeing- one whoin yoit regard as iti-
flefior i training and ex,ýperieixce promoted over you*
heads-and the l1onely, tearfuil hours of -%veariness and
(liscourtigemenCIt embittercd. by blowvs you feel yoi do no t
deserve. There are enon2gh dilliculties to dishearten nine-
tenths of yoit if yon allow thern to do so. But 1 trust
you have wisdorn and moral strength to corne ont of the
dairk shadeýs ofdiscoiitent into the bright warm suiîshine
of couragre and Yood-will. 1 kn-tow your difficulties, aiid
kniowiiig) them 1 greet yon the more cordially as you as-
semble iii this iiîteresting animual grathering.

P iES I DE NTIAL ADDRESS-CONVENTION 0F PROT-
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Recognizingr the difference that exists in the grifts and
c.aplaclt]es and. special aptitudes of our students, we have
introduced the elective systeni into the universities; our
highl schools, especially on this continent, have long shown
a distinct tendency to depart froma the old ideal of a
gPeneral education w'ithout professional anticipations; and
now the ftirther dernand is made that professional pre-
paration shall be begunii even in the elernentary school,
where consideration should -it is urzed-at once be griven
to the final purposes of the individual in practical life. It
is not pretended that the littie people themselves know
what they want to turti to in later years ; but their parents
ougrht to know, and, their country has nced of men, and
womien too, who are NOT to he teachers, or preachers, or
doctors, or lawyers, but who are to tèorm the new class of

workmeil c-alled up by the changred conditionis which have
arisexi in the orgranization of ilidustrial society. Must we
theii take it as proved that because of the need for
speciaiization that is created by that division of labour
whichi is now so marked a feature of modern life, profes-
sional education inst be beguin at the earliest possible stage,
even at the expense of greneral trainingc? and that the
penalty of disregarding the demand thus made will be the
inevitable deféeat of the individual in the strugglie for
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