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building is erectcd. Thiero is a moral grandeur about this Society ili
existe nowhiere elise to, the sanie degree-

3. «Look at the Society as mawchitery for putting a book into the hands of
man overywlîere, and say for %vhat, other book, beaides the Biblte, sucli a piece
of miechauisin at auch a price would bc kcpt iii motion. If men were not
hcartit, -.jnvincedl that tlîis book is wliat no other book is, and lias dlaimis
whlmi no other book hias, -%vould n consent, at sudi an immense expense
of men and xuecans, te, ke-ep, this, society in operation. To mny mmîd, ail the
surrouindingB of this book go to prove the deep inivroughit conviction of the
Divine ' *gin the book.

The Hinidoo lias ]lie Slîastcr, the Mahomniedan lias his Korar, the ]Roman
Catholic hid Missal, tlîey value them, but 'wi'crec is there ail organization like
this to put either book inte the hiands of tho world. Tlie answer is-No-
where !

0ur enleiniies cail us Bibliolaturs, and we are notashamnied C'f the rcp-oach.
It is net, however, tlic leticr-prcss but the grcat truths whlîih the lotters

convey, that we nicet periodically te, do lieinage te, anSI stir iip in ecd otlier
a greater devotion te God's Written Word.

On these occasions God's people proclaimn this book as God's Revelation of

In proportion as men know God, thîey will love God, aud men for God's
sake. Shall wc profess te, lovc God and mn, and net circulate the book of the
k-noivkdgc of God 1

The more 1 contemplate. the enigin of this Society the more I arn convinccd
cf its bcing a Divine sug,,gestion to, bless the world, whether yen look at the
precisc tinie, or the vnaitiker of its enigin, or i(s .ha)-acter. Mfay, 1804, its
birth-day,. was a tiixue of singular perturbation and distrees. The Old W8orld
was groaning and travailing in pain. England, the home of its binth, was in
the niidst oi «i long anid bloody wiar. Theivlîole continent of Europp.was one
-vast troubledl sou, lashced by the passions of me» let looso by infidé if y.

At such a cnisis a conbiîîation is forniod, wh-]ly unisctarian in its charac.
ter, the plan te enibrace the support of Olinistianb at large; the concurrence
of persons of overy description wlîo profess te, regard the Scriptures aa the
propcr st«adard of faith. Soon as the inviiatic-i ivas given, goud muen and
true niet, lookced cach other ini the face, muid saw at once a family likeness,
and hailed acii other as brcthrcn. Thcy organized. New say, if in ifs vert'
orgaiiizatou&, such a heavy blew %vas net deait ut tlic sect spirit as it has
itiser recovcred, Itsfirst, President ivas Lord Tei ' ninoutlî, thon just return-
cd frein Iiidia, as Governor of M rsappointcd at the suggestion cf Dr.
Porteus, Ilishop of London, i'whose chiaplain, the Rcv. J. Owen, wvas cone cf
the 'irst secretaios, ibii connoction witlî 1ov. Mr. Hughes, a dissenter froni
the Est.ablishied Churchi, aîîd Rev. Mr. Steikopif, a Germuant Lutheran.

]3efore thie end cf the next nionth thie Society liad the support cf the
Bishiops of LDnldon, Durhamn, Exeter, and St. Davids, and soon aftcr Salis-
bury, ivith Henry Thorntoîî, Esq., as its Treasuror, ail iuombers cf the Esta-
blislinnen-t. 1 ask, whlere olse could sudhiieîutral ground be foiind,-iîeutral,
beccwse conimoin? And -%vla+ it wvas thon, it lias centinued te this day, 2ie-
body's &round, because crerybody's ground, whiere overy matn hias se nuch. as
hie eu occupy, net a life-lease but a love-hiolding; ail tenants in co:nvon who
love the Bible abovc all boul-s.

.dmîcthcr featitre cf the British, and Foreign Bible Society deserves te, bo
noticcd. The chiaracter and rank cf those wlîo, rallMcd arotind its infancy. It
would seem as if the organization -%as se in keeping with the book, that one
cf its prophecies should apply te this Society. Sec Uisi. xlix. 23.
.A.mong the first was the father cf our Q.ueen, the Duko cof Kent, third son cf
George III. May we not suppose that hier succession to thme threne may bc
a providential. ackliowledgemnent, on G.iod's part cf this honour cf hie Word.

The honeur cf its enîgin, the werk cf nminigtering te, its growth, have been
given te, Great Bnitain. Why 1 Did ne other country itccd the Bible î Yes,

125


