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gelare of the mid-day sun, the ground was covered
with cotton tapestry, While all s subjeets of high
and Jow dewree, who lined the sides ot the cause-
way, bent their heads and fixed their eyes on the
frround, us unworthy to ook upon so much majesty,
Some prosirated themeelves on the ground befpe
himy, and all in that inighty throng were awed by
la1s presence into a silence that was absolutely op-
pressive,

‘The appearance of Montezuma was in the high-
et dezree interesting to the Spanich general and
s followers,  Flung over tuy shondders was the
tilmatliy ot large square cloak, mandactiied fiom
the finest cotton, with the aubividaed cadsather-
edin o knot round bos neek, Under this was a tue
aic of green, embroidered with expuisite taste, ex-
tending almost to his knees, and confined at the
waist, by a rich jeweled veats  His feet were pro-
tected by sandals of gold, bon with Jeathemn
thongs richly cimbossed with thesame metal, The
cloak, the tunie, and the sandals were prefisely
aprinkled with pearls and precious stones,  On hiv
head was a pencche of pluies of the 1oyal gieen,
waning gracelolly iu the light breeze,

He was then ubont forty vears ol awe.  His per-
san was tall, slender, amd well proportioned.  His
complexion was somewhat fairer than that of his
race generally.  1is eountenniee was expressive
of geeat benignity.  11is caniuge was servious, diy-
nified and even majestics ands withont the east
tincture of hantehtiness, or utlctation ot inportuncer
hie moved with the stately air of one born to com-
mand, aud accustomed to the homage of all about
hini.

‘The strangers halted, as the monarch drew near,
Cortez, dismounting, threw his reins toa paces and,
rapported by a few of his prinegpel ¢ valivs, ad-
vanced to meet him, - What an intenview! How
full of thrilling mterest to both parties!  How pain-
fully thrilling to Monteziima, who now sat before
him, standing on the very threshold of his citaded,
the all-conquering white man, whose liistory was
*0 mysterionaly blended with his own; whose
coming and power had been toreshadowed for ayes
in the prophetic traditions of' Lis conntry, contirued
again by his own most sacred oracles. and repeated
by so many sigus, and omens, and fearful prognes-
tics, that he was compelled cither to reygant him as
the heaven-sent representative of the ancient right-
ful fouds of the soil, or to abandon his early aml
cherished fith, the religion of his fathers, and of
the ancient rce from which they sprung.”

Putting a toyal restraint upon the feclings which
almost overwhelimed him, the monarch 1eceived
his guest with princely courtesy, expressing great
pieasure in secing him personally, and extending to
him the hospitalities of his capital.  The Castilian
1eplied with expressions of the most profound re-
spect, and with many ample achnowledgements for
the substatial proofs which the Emperor had ul-
ready given of his more than royal munificicnce.—
e then g on the neckof the hing a sparkling
chain of volered erystal, at the same time makinga
movement, as i he would embrace him.  He was
prevented, however, by the tinely interference of
two Aztec lords from thus profaning, before the us-
sembled multitudes of his people, the sacred person
of theirmaster.

Afler this formalintroduction end interchange of
civilities, Montezuma appoied his brother, the bokt
Cuitlahua, to conduct the Spaniards to their quar-
ters in the city, and returned in the same prineely
8tate in which bie came, :wnid the prostrate thou-
sands of his subjects. Pondering deeply, as the
train moved slowly on, upon the feartul crisis in
his affuirs which he had now arrived, his ear wus
arrested by & fuint low voice in the crowd, which
he instantly rccogmized as Karee's, breathing out a
plaintive wail, as if'in soliloquy with herown soul.
orin high communion with the spirits of the unsecn
warld, ‘The strain was wild and brohen, bt its
tenor was deeply moumful and deprecatory. It
concluded with these emphatic words—

The proud cagle may turn his eyrie 2gain,
But bis pinions are clipped, and his foot feels the

" chain,

He is monarch no morcin his wide domain—
The falconias come to his nest.

Withan air of bold and inmtial triumph, their
colors flying, and music briskly playing, theSpae-
wrds, with the singular trail of half savage ‘Flas.
calans, the deadly enemics of the Aztecs, made
their entzance into the southern quaiter of the re-
mgul Tenochtitlun, and wese escorted by the
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brave Cuitlabua, to the royal patace of Axayncat]
m the heart of the city, once the residence of Mon-
tezuna’s father, and now appropriated to the ac-
canmodation of Cortez und his followers,

them on every side.  The gandeur and extent of

temaples, separated and surronnded by broad ter-
aced wandens su the hizhest possible state of culti-
vation tmd teeming with flowers o every hue and

the mnumetable thiongs of people who swarmed
through the sticets and canals, filling every door-
way aud window, and clustering on the flat roof of
cvery bnldimg as they paseed, filled them with
mingled emotions of admiration, surprise and tear.

‘Theavwarming myriads of Aztees were,on their
part, uo loss interested and mmazed at thespectacie
presented by their stronge visitors. An intense
and alleabeothing cutivsity pervaded the entire
massof the people.  Nothing conld surpass their
wonder and admiration of the prancing steads, or
four lewzed and double-heatdad wen, as to their
simple view they seemed to be, the rider as he sat
with case in his addle, appearing to be hut a part

delighted them exceedingly,  But the deep thme
der of the artillery as it bunst upen them amid vol-
wmies of sulphtrons simolke and flane, and thea rol-
led avay in long teverlsated cchoes among the
mountains. filled them with indiscsihable alann,
an.piade thens feel that the altsdestroying god of
war Was judend among then in the guise of men,

Winle these scenes were enacting in the city,
the palace was shrowded in the deepest gloom.—
When the monarch armyed himself, in the morn-
ing, to go forth to meet the strangers, several in-
cidente occurred, which were deemed peculiarly
omnmous, confirnuny all the superstitious forebod-
ings of the ks, and tending to take away fiom
the yet trustmyg hearts of his household, their last
temaining hope. “Uheimperial clasp, which bound
his wirdle iu front, bearing as its device, richly en-
grven on the precious chalckivitl, the emblem of
despotic powez, which was the eagle pouncing up-
on the ocelot—suapped in tuzin seataing the
fauznients of the eagle’s head upon the marble
pavement.  The principal jewel in the royal dia-
dem was found loose, and trembling in its setting,
But. more portentons than all 1o the mind of the
devout Montezuma, the priest who lwadl charge of
the great altarpn the ‘Teocalli of Huitzilopotehli,
had heen seized with convulsions duting the pre-
ceding nigit, and fallen deadat his post.  T'he per-
petual fire had gone out, for want of a hand to “e~
pleaish ity and when the morning sua skot his first
beams upon that high aitar, there was not a spark
amony the bluckened.embers, to answer liis reviv-
ing glow.

It was impossible 1o shake off the influerce of
presages like these.  From infancy, he had leen
taught to seadin all such incidents, the shadowy
tevealings of the witl of the gads, the dark lines of
destiny foreshown 1o the faith(ul. “The soul.of
Montezuma was oppressed almost to sinking.—
Bnt he roused himself to his task, and went fonth,
feeling, as he weunt, that the ground trembied be-
ncath his fect, while an untimely mght gatheredat
noon-day over the sky.

Among tke noble pritices who graced the court of
Montczuma, there was no one of a nobler bearing,
or a lotticr heart, than his nephew Guatimozin, the
favored lover of Tucuichpo. Unlike her disap-
pointed suitor, the Prince of Tezcuco, he had uni-
formly and powerfully apposed the tin, ! policy of
the king, and urged, with Cuitlaliua, x Lold and
uayielding resistance to the encteachments of the
intruding Spaniards.. His reluctance to therr ad-
wission 1o the capital was so great, that he refused
to witness the humiiiating spectacle; preferning to
shut himself up in the paface, and sustain, if he
could the fsinting conrage of the princess, and her
mother.  Allthat could be done by. eloquence, in-
spired by patriotic zeal and inflamed by a pure and
refined love, was altemnpled by the accomplished
youth, 1il!, excited aed inflamed by his oven eftints
tn comfort and persuadenthers, and acrved to ngh-
er resolves, by a new contemplation of the incsti-

mame—the lofy tipesiog sanctuaties. aml altars |
blazang voath mextinguishuble fines,—and above all, !

issue, n new hope scemud 1o dawn upopthe cloud.
od horjzon of tlice destiny,

1€ My fair princess,”? ericd the impassioned lovyr,
« jtshall not Ye;  ‘Fhese wide and glotious sealmss

Avthey marched through the crowded streets, | teeming with untold thonsamls of Tsave and patri-
new subjeets of wonder und admiration grected | otie hearts, ready andable to defend our altars, and

our heaithsg, shall never passaway 1o mere hand-

the city, the superior style of its architectute, tho, ful of pale-faved invaders.  They nmst, they sial
ample dsensions, immense stiepgth, and cnsllyl e driven back.  Or, it our godds, have utterly de-
ornaments of the numerous palaces, pyramids and . serted us,—if the tinre has jindeed come, when the

power and glory of the Axtee is to pass away for
) ever, let the Aztee, to p man, pass away with it.—
« Let us petish together by our altais, and leave to
thie rapacious intnuder a ravaged and depopulated
Peountry.  Let no one remain to grace bis tiivmpl:,
O bow his neck to the ignominious yoke."

« Nay, my sweet cousin,” she replied, vina
, tone and Jook of indesesibable tenderness, ¢ we
will indeed die together, ifneed be, hut fet us fust
seeif we cannot live together,”

« Live 1 excliimed Guatimozin, ¢« Q! Tecn-
ishpo, what wonll Lattempt, what wonld 1 ¢
“sactifive, 1o the hope of living, it Linight shure that
life with you,  Butmy country ! my alleziones !
how can | sacrifice thut which is not. my own t—
" that inheritatee which was all my birtheight, und
» Which, as it preceded, must necesarily be para-
mour:t to, all the other relations of lile,”

of the animal on which he 1ode. The piercing) s But,my father! dear Guatimozin} must be
tones of the ond monthed trmnets, astonished and  not be obeyed 1"

“Yes, and he shall be, Bt he must be persuad-
od, even at this Iate hour, to dismiss the strangers,
und banish them for ever from his domuivs,  He
has noright to yieldit up. It helengs to his sube,
jeets no lessthanto kim,  1le helougs to thern, by
the same sacred bond that binds themn alf to him.—
He may not saciifice them to a scruple, which has
iy it more of superstition than of religion. 1 must
go to the Terple of Cholula, and bring up the hoary
old prophet of Quetzalcoatl, and see it he cannot
move the too tender conscience of yonr futher, and
persuade him that his duty to his gods cannot, by
any possibility, be made to contlict with his duty
1o his empire, awd the mighty family of depend-
ent children, whom the godshave comumitted to his
care.”

4 Oh! not now, Guatimozin, I proy_you. Dp,
not leave us at this terrible moment. 'Sluy, and
sustain with yur courageous hopes the sad heart
of my dear father, who is utterly overwhelused
with thedire omens of this disial morning.”

#Omens!  Oh! “L'ecuichpo, shall we not rather
say that the gods have thus frowned upon our cow-
ardly abandonment of their altars, than that hey
design, in these dark portents, to dennunce an jrre-
versible doom, which our prayers cannotavert, ror
our combined wisdom and courage prevent 17

At this moment Montezuina returied,  But the
deep distress depicted in his couutenance, and the
arr of stern veserve which he assumed in the pres-
entee of those whose connsels would tend to shake
his resolve, effectually prevented Guatimosiu fiom
pussuing, at that moment, the object nearest kis
heart.  He retired into the garden, where he was
soon joined by the fair princess, who wished to di-
vert him from his purposed visit to Chalul, krow-
ing fuil wellit would be  fruitiess tussion,

« Lut why, my brave cousin, may not my futher
be right, in feeling that these stranzers are sent to
us fromihe gods? And it fiom the gods, then
surely forour good ; for thegndsare all beneficeace,
and can only intend the weli-beinyg of their chil-
dren, in all the clianges thet befal us kere. Per-
haps these strangers will teach us mote of the be-
ings whom we worship, and direet us how we mey
serve them better than we now do, 2ud so partale
more largely of their favor,”?

“ Alas ! my beloved, how can we hope that they
who come to destroy, whose only god 15 gold—to
the possession of which they are ready to saciiice
life, love, horor, every thing—how can we Lope
that they will teach s any thing better or higher
than we: learn from the anciv toracles ofour faith?
and the holy piiesthood of our religion? No, it
cannot bex. Their pathway is drenched in blood,
and so0 it will be, till the throne, and e who honors
it. are Yaid in dust at their feet,and you and 1, and
ail the myziade of our praple, have become their
ubject slaves.?

¢ Say not g0, I bescech you, fear Guatimozir.—
Where my father leads, 1 must follow, and hope

. mable heart-treasures, which were staked ppon the

for thebest.  And you maust follow too, for I can-

——

not go without you. Here, tuhe this rose, unl
wear itae a pledge to me, over thissparkling foun-
tain, that you will ngmare hazard the fmperial dive
pleasure, and dhe anger of the gods. Ly your Iold
amd rash resistanice of the known decrees of fate,~
Aud 1 will wenve n chaplet of the same, 10 lay upe
on thealtar, to propitiate for ns all the faves ﬁ

heaven.®? ’I‘ g

Thete was too wmuch rea] chivalry m the hegrt
of Guatithozin, 1 resist the caimest love and clos..
quent peruasiqn of his lady-love,  Me hssed her
fuir cheek in token of submission to her sway, and
then ledhier to the palace, to learn ifuny thing new
hid teanspired to cnconrage his hopa thut his wishe .
esawould yet be reatized, in the exclusion of the
Spaniurds from the city.  As they passed nlong,
they heard Karce-o-than, the sarnilous pet of the
Princess, seomingly  solilwpising  amony  the
branches of the flowering orange tat huug over th .
favorite arbor,  They pansed a moment, but cou iy ,
gather nothiing fiom his chatterirgs but # Brave
Guatimozin{ noble Guatimozin ¢ all is yours,?

“ Anomen! my sweet eousin, a genuineg em-
phatic oment  Lven Karee-o-than encourages m,
inmy treaswn, 1 wish 1 hnew how she would 1e-
spond to the name of this yedonbtable Cortez,—
Py ask her,"Uecuichpo, what she thinks of the
Spamand,”

“ Fear yon not to tzifde thuy 22 asked Tecuichpo,

“ Fear not, brave Guatimozin 1e~ponded the
parrot.

“There, Lhave it again, iy love; all she saysia
against you, And what do you say of Malincher
pretty Karee-o-than 1"

¢ Poor Malinche ! brave Guatimozin,»

¢ Bravo!” exclatined the Prince, ¢ the bird is ay
wood as an omen, and [P——

At thatmoment, Karce appeared, and coming to--
wards them in geeat hasie and teepidation, inforin-
ol them that the Spatsards had already reached.
their quarters in the old palace, and that Montezu-
ma had yone thither, in royal state, to reccive them.

« Aod what think you of all these things, my
fairy queen,” asked Guatimozin, playfully.

«“ Wo! wo!wa!tothe imperial house of Ten-
ochtitlan!” energetically  replied  Karee, ¢ its
glory is depatted for ever,—its ¢ciown has fullen
fiom the head of the zreut Montezuma, and there i
none ableto wear it, or redeem it from the hard of
the spoiler. ‘T'hon, most noble Prince, wilt do all
thut mortal courage and prowess can do, to rescue
it from desecration, and to protect the house of
Montezuina fiom the crue] fate to which e has
delivered itup; but it will be all.in vain. e
must perish by un igaominious death, ey must
pass under the yoke of the strangere, and thoy, too,
after all thy noble struggles and .sacrifices, must
perish mizerably under their cruel and implecable
npacity.”?

‘This was too much for Teeuichpo, She looked
upon Kyree as an inspiced prophetess, und had al-
ways found it exceedingly difficuit to sustain the
filial confidence which sanctified every uct und
every purpose of her royal father, when the power-
ful incontations of Raree were ditected against
them. 1t was acontinual strizgie betweenan at-
fectionate superstion, and filial love, But that
fizst, and holiest, and strongest instinct of her heurt
prevailed, and shie clang the mere wanaly to her
tather, whenshe fouad that every thing clse was
against him.  But now theshant had picrced her ay
another amlan unguarded point.  Her spirit faint-

ed within her.  Ske swaoned in the arms of Gpati-
wozin, and was bomne to her apartment in a state-
of ipsenstbility, where, under the hand aud shilful
nuising of Karee, aud the anfectionate assuranres of
Guatitnozin, she was soon restored o health, ard
ker accustoreed cheedtulness. bt these ceaseless
amlations, tieae pustaal wicration: of hope and fear,
were slowly weawingnpon her gientle spivity and
apdesminitg a hamic sodelicately sctsitive, that,
It the aspes,
¢ teenbled nlhien the sleeping breeze
But decamed of wading.
CHAPTER VI
MUNIFICEXCE OF MONTEZUMA—TRE
ROYAL BANQUET—THE REQUITAL~—
TUE EMPEROR A PRISONER IN s
OWN.PALACE,
 Was that thunder 3

‘Those splendid halls resound with revehry,
Audsony, and dance lead on the tardy dawn.

Trom the hail of'his fathers in anguish he fled,
Nor again will its marble re-ccho hiis tread. ¢
Monteztima was always and gvery where mithi-
ficient.,  When he had, though 1cluctantly, admit-
2d thestrangers into hiscapital, he prepared togive




