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A NEW LITERARY POWER.
May I cail you Sclise of Iearning,
Ilnstinict p~ure, or* licavenIy art ?

'MERICA has been -iven a new~x 19P is ail

addingg reat and lasting di9 -odeer atre

Tinotable person stan b'i.ý, àthe very fore-froil the
ivery small group of ti literaC pqt-finders' 0

contrary to an over-ridden dictumi one Solomon, actually find
sornethingy new uncler the 'sun, or, ligis practically te 'ame
thing, newv ways of preparing, finish 1 Wqj nin
rawv raterials, and wvho, therefore, nay just y, - -e as dils-
coverers of ivhiat is novel, andi calleci g4mnie originators.

1 set a value upon praise. For the practice of indiscriminate
ancd, consequently, insincere comimendation, which is, perhaps,
too commi-on wvith a certain class of Cathoio critics while dealing
ivitlî the wvritings of Catholie authors, I hiave but one feeling-
unhoundeci contemipt. 1 loathe sap-mouthing. He who praises
cveryb-.ody, praises nobocly. On the other hand, just praise,
discreetly worded in miodest lang-uage, is a distinct andi honorable
debt, which shoulci be paid to the last particle by ail beneficiaries of
the person or thing praised. This remiark applies with special force
to men of letters. Menit is exalted, stren.gth-ned and encouraged by
the judiclous praise of the public wvhiclh it benefits. Whether more
mlischiief is donc bv the sin ôf malicious speaking and backbiting,
or by the iniquitous practice of speaking wvell of everybody, is with
mne, an open question. That parasitical humbug, the praise-
ionger, is comipounlded of about equal parts of cowvarcIice and
insinceriry, both alike wvorthless, or positively m alevolent, according
to the circumnstances under which they happen to be employed.
l3uI praise hionestly accordeci to desert, is like mcrcy, as described
by our great poct, and neyer fails to benefit hlmi who gYives and
hlmii who receives.

The highest praise of literary genius is the attributing to itof
original invention. This praise, 1 believe, is highly deserved by
Ilhe newv luminary of whomi these paragrraphs treat, wvho is what
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