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IT takes a brave man to keep Up his spirits
these hard times. Any kind of a human

biped can keep in good humour where money is
plentiful. _____ ____

W HY cannot cities on this continent
HY ag their water supply, their light,

their street locomotion and other miatters without
the aid of middle men, as many British cities do.
The millions made by middle men, who have
valuable franchises, are just so many millions out
of the pockets of the people.

T 'HE presentation of Rev. Principal Mat.Vicar's
j. sermon on "'The Office and Work of

EIders, "-noticed in our '« Books and Magazines "
column-by a parishioner to each member of the
session that looks alter his spiritual interest would
be a handsome act on the part of the parishioner,
and might help the session to make a good start in
1895. ________

SIR JOHN MACDONALD left school, bisSbiographer teflîs us, at an age when many
boys begin their studies, in order that he might
help to support his parents and sisters. Grover
Cleveland stopped the study of law and taught
school so that his widowed mother might flot be
dependent for support on the widows fund of the
Presbyterian Church. There is a lesson here for
the boys. _______

STRANGE is it not that many good peopleSwho are afraid lest what they caîl innova-
tions should wreck the Churcb, neyer seemn to be
alarmed when the Church is in danger from want
of( funds. A proposai qlthakt icongrregois s houldt
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W HY should there have been 50 much said and
written about the Empire giving accomno-

dation to the Globe st'aff after the fire which des-
troyed the Globe office. As a rule the professiolial
staff of a high class journal has no more persollal
feeling against the staff of a rival journal than one
lawyer has against another, or a professor of Cal-
vinistic theology has against bis Armenian brother.
The people on the back concessions who read the
rival journals have a monoply of the persoflal
quar rel s.

DR. REID gives the following comparative
ID statement of receipts up to the 5th of Jan-

uary, 1894, and the 5th of January, 1895 :
J AN. 5, 1894. JAN 5, 2895.

Assembiy Fund............-$ 718 55
Home Missions .............. 12,547 82

Augmentation............. 3,363 77
Foreign Mission5r............î18 157 99
Widow's Fund................ 936 11
Widow's Fund Rateý. ..... 1,632 82
Aged & Infirm Minister's Fut,& 1,398 47
Aged & Infirm Munister's Raie t 2,043 66
Manitoba College............. 428 22

$864
i 8,o8o

2,821

13 392

1 445
1, 648
1,304
2,219

340

ACORRESPONDENT in our issue of l1astAweek touches a weak point in our Church
work when he says that city, town and villagç con-
gregations are much visited by agents, while rural
congregations at a distance from railway lines are
seldom vi'ited by anybody. That is a sad fact
The pastor of a town or city congregation can
hardly keep people out of his pulpit with a club.
Meetings of one kind and another are 50 plentiful
that lit is sometimes impossible to find evenings for
themn, while many rural congregations have flot
even a missionary meeting. The resuit may be
seen in the gaping, empty columos of the Blue
Book.

A SPURITat the end of the church year may
be better than a deficit but it is not whoie-

some. A church in a good financial condition
neyer needs to make spurts. The work that tells
is steady aIl round work for the whole year. The
giving that needs no spurt is liberal, systemnatic
giving every month in the twelve. Besides spurts
cannot be continued. A few liberal people should
not be asked, at the en*d of each financial year, to do
what the whole body of the people should have
done during the year. The liberal souls may res-
pond liberally but it 15 not for the interest of the
Church that a few people should do what ought to
be done by the many.*

O UR good friend the Presbyterian Witnes-s bas
0this to say:

If ail our congregations and ail the mnembers of our con-
gregations were truly living, and in f ull sympathy with our
LIVING HEAD, what a stupendous revolution would we wit-
ness i Well: let this be a year of life, and such efforts and
deeds as shahl prove that we are members of the body of
Christ and that His lite throbs in us unceasingiy.

Yes, let this be a year of life. With increased
spiritual life the Churcli would grow in numnbers
and influence, our funds would increase without
any special efforts in the way of coliecting money,
and every good thing in our beloved Zion would
proqper. With ah our hearts we join the Witness
in saying: "Let this be a year of life."

AN English journal quite friendly to Lord
ARosebe ry tells its readers that a certain speech

delivered by the Premier was too short ; that it
was unprepared and did flot deal fully with several
important questions ; that lie went astray in
several sentences and had to begin themn again; that
he mixed a metaphor about the '«advanced wing
of the party shaking its fist in the faces of the more
central members ;" that the reporters had to put
the speech into better form; and that bis lordship
did several other things which a high class speaker
shouid not have done. Criticism of this kind helps
mightily to elevate and maintain good public
speaking. Praising ail the speeches of friends gnd
disparging ail the oratorical efforts of opponents is
many times worse than no criticismn at all

THE Interior says : ««There is flot in the humnan
Tconstitution a more active passion than th e

thirst for dominance and power over other men."
Has our Chicago friend been reading the life of
Sir John Macdonald. Possibly. But more likely
the Interior has been watching the efforts made to
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obtain power in Presbyterles, Synods and General
Assemblies. It is a sad fact that the ambitions of
parliaments and other secular deliberative bodies
are too often reproduced in church courts. The
temptation to gain power ini spiritual bodies is
just as subtle and dominant as the temptation to
gain power in political assemblages. Between the
spirit that craves and scheînes for leadership in
parliament and the spirit that pines for power in
a spiritual court there is not much to choose. The
passion for power and display is, at bottom, the
same everywhere

W EARY of incessant strife about the Higher
Criticism and other irritating questions

many good people in the Presbyterian Church of
the United States are longing for a genuine out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit. The tlerald and
Presbyter says :

Every genuine revival of God's Spirit must begin in the
human heart. It may be in yours, it may be in mine, but
experience shows that it begins in the heart of sorne individu-
ai Christian. It may be the pastor of the cburch. It may
be an eider, a deacon, a trustee or private member. It
matters not who it may be, s0 it takes possession ai a soul.
Most frequently it begins with the pastor while be weeps
over the desolation of Zion. He mnoirnis, meditates and
pravs over the feeling of bis own weakness, unfaithfulness,
want of zeal or devotion. While so engaged, love for Christ
and for souls is increased. As he medicates upon God's
promises, his soul is fired wîth an iocreased faith in their
truthfulness, preciousness and immutability, until he feels his
faith revived. While he is musing, the fire burns on his own
altar and begins to spread ; then cornes a revival of syni-
pathy for perishing men. He sees with a new light the wide-
spread desolation wrought by sin in the world. He dwells
long and earnestly upon God's honor and glory, and asks
himself, How can 1 promote it and increase earnestness and
devotion among Christians? Out of the process ot self-con-
secration grows the revival spirit. Like the fire, it difluses.
itself ; other hearts are warmed. It shows itself in more
earnest prayer, in words of comfort and admonition, in tears
of weakness, and in groans for neglectfulness and sin. Shall
we have such a revival thisWinter in the hearts oi pastors
and people ?

Shall we have such a revival as that in the Pres-
byterian Church in Canada this winter ? Not a
thoughtless crowd, and sensational addresses and
music and a parade of converts, but a genuine out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit. Surely there is one
human heart in each congregation in which the good
work might begin.

A PRESB YTER Y LECTURE COURSE.

T HE statement is oten made, and made in the
vast majority of cases with too much truth,

that young Presbyterianis are growing up with littie
or no clear and definite knowledge of Presbyterian-
ism either as to its doctrine or polity, altogether
unable to tell why they are Presbyterians, or to
give the grounds upon which Presbyterian doctrine
and polity may be justified and defended. Ih is
often a most difficult question to answer how this
undesirable state oh things isto be remedied? Though
the pulpit may be used occasionally to take up
some single point, it is not the proper use to put
the pulpit to, to set forth in any systematic and ex-
tended way the special doctrines and polity of the
Church, or enter into any full account of the origin
and development of the standards and symbols of
the Church. Neither can this be adequately done
in the Sabbath school or Bible class as they are'
now conducted, or as it appears to secure the high-
est ends, the bulding up of the young in Christian
life and character, they ought to continue to be
conducted. Parents, also, for the most part, flot
very well informed themselves in these subjects, are
flot competent to instruct their families upon them.

How then is it to be done ? A step takn by the
Presbytery fSt.Paul in hePrs4trin1-uc

enthusiasm was created. The course, this winter,


