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Concerning these evils whicb spmead tbrougb in-
diflerence and neglcct, tihl they cause wide-spread deso-
lation and ruin, cover Christian Churches with sharne,
and render the gcvernents that sanction tbern hate-
ful, the most epresentative gatbering cf Christian
ItiisSieuarics spoke with a unanirnity and a power that
ought te amouse sleeping Churches and quicken the
consciences cf the rulers in civilized nations. Chris-
tian States cant permit the stigma cf comphicity
Wvitb crime te rest upon thern.

M.LA VELE YE ON THE FUTURE 0F
RELIGION

AS a pubhicist who is in touch with the spirit cf
Moldern progression and one who tbeugbtfully esti-
mates the forces eperating in rehigieus, social and

cncomic spheres, M. Ernile de Laveleye occupies a
Preminent place. He is net dominatcd by prejudice,
fleither dees be allow theories and predilections te
Wamp bis crdinarily well-balauced judgrnent. The
Published opinions cf the distinguished Belgian
generaîîy attract a degree cf respectful attention.
lie bas just been giving te the English rcading public
bis views on the " Future cf Religion," in the pages ef
the Confemporary Reviow. Thc paper is iutemesting
and is wmi tten in that calm and tboughtful spirit
cbaracteristic of its author.

Like rnany other tbougbtful observers M. Lavehey
feresees that the close cf the present century is likely
te be marked by sharp conflict ever twe profoundly
disturbing questions-the industrial and the rehi-
gicus-the one arising eut cf the dlaims cf the work-
Ing classes for a larger shame in the preduce cf laboùm
and the other frorn the antagonismn between the
scientific spirit and religion. Evidences are net
Wanting that the present industrial couflict caunot
go on indefinitely wýitbout producing disastrous me-
sults. Those engaged in the beat and keeuness
cf ccnfhict may net be iu the best position te meahize
the magnitude of the question involved in it.

If industrial pmosperity and national well-being are
te be secumed, it canne be while capital and labour
Ire glaring on each other as deadly foes. Temporary
triumnphs cf the eue or the other setule notbing. No
eue can tell where or bow seen the fend may mage
'gain witb greater fierceness thon ever, and ail the
*hile class hatreds gmow in bitterness and intensity.
It i5 becomîng more chearly undemstood that sorne
Ifletbod cf recouciliation must be tound te adjust the
aPpart a toitic interefts of capital and labour.
Thb mpraneo finding a solution is net ouhy seen

bsocial scientists, but the Churches are bcgiuning
te cMprebend the pressing nature of the pmoblern
that nlow preseuts itself. Church Conferences devote
inuch tirne and attention te its consideration. Ac-
ICerding te the testimouy cf Dr. Presseuse cf Paris,
the discussion cf this question, in wbicb Principal
IvacVicar teck a promineut part, was eue ef the most
lilteresting that engaged the attention cf the Presby-
terian Couccil at its eceut meeting. Tbough the pro-
Ceedings cf the Pan-Anglican Conference bave been
gu1arded with jealeus came, it is hamdly conceivable
that 80 august and representative a body would over-
lock a question witb wbicb their Church, as well as
'Others are brougbt face te face. As te what the solu-
ti0n, i his opinion, May be, M. Laveleye gives ne hint.
le uierely/ recognizes tbat the industrial question basrelig icus bearings and that it is becorning more and
rre a burning question as the years advance.
,The writer of the paper in the Contempôorary, per-

cejy0 s tbmee different forces cperating in .juriously on
ael religions belief. Que of these is the drift cf ma-
teristic science. Tbough mauy eminent scientists
and many competent theologians rigbtly maintain
that between truc religion and truc science there dan-
flot be any real and permanent contradictioil; and
although those divines wbo accept the evolution the-
e)ry naintain that, were it demonstmated, theme would

Another of the forces warring against religion, M.
Laveleye sees in the eager and relentless struggle for
wealtb and position. So entirely absorbed are men
in the effort to secure worldly well-being that they
have neither time nor inclination to entertain seriously
the dlaims of religion. The spirit of religion and the
worldly spirit were incompatible in the flrst age of
Christianity and it does not appear that they have
corne to a better understanding yet. Extrerne world-
liness and a lofty self-denying, Christ-like spirit can-
not dwell barmoniously in the sarne bosom. Here is
what M. Laveleye says on this point:

The modern man fixes bis affections on the things of this
woild, and deçperately pursues the good tbings therein at-
tainable, as il this were bis lasting dwelling-place and there
were nothing beyond. For bim the word Heaven bas no
meaning. In this cold and dry atmosphere religion grows
daily weaker and tends to be swept away.

The third element at war wth religion noticed in
the paper referred to is Socialistic atheism. The
leaders among the working classes mostly preach the
blankest negation. The French Communist who was
buried the otber day and whose funeral nearly occa-
sioned a serious outbreak, took for bis motto "lNeither
God, nor master." The expontents of extreme radica-
lism are many of them avowed atheists, and cm-
brace every opportunity of instilling their destruc-
tive ideas into the rinds of the people. If those
ideas germinate there will be an harvest, for men reap
what they sow. If these atheistic ideas find general
acceptance arnong the working classes, a reign of
terrer and the borrors of the Commune will ot be
confined to Paris or Brussels. Civilized society witb-
out religion, is, however, an irnpossibility. Social ex-
istence would speedily relapse into barbaric warfare.
There would be no basis for rnorality, and poor
burnanity would sink to the lewest degradation and
final extinction. M. Laveleye concludes that religion,
if chaos cornes, will emerge, under some new forms it
may be, but substantially Christian. And that as
formula, organization, and public worship are neces-
sary, tbey will forrn distinctive features of the religion
of the future.

That existing religion will have te pass througb
fiery trials at no distant date is by no means improb-
able. That the religion of Jesus will be eliminated is
not witbin the range of possibility. As to its ultimate
triumph tbere is ne peradventure. He who is the
Trutb said, Heaven and earth shaîl pass away but
My words shaîl not pass away till all be fulfilled. In
bis estimate the distinguished Belgian writer makes
nu reference to tbe vital religious forces at work te
counteract the destructive influences te wbîch he
refers. Over agaiust materialistic science tbere are
Christian thinkers ready to welcorne truth from what-
ever source it cornes, whose belief in the Creator and
righteous Governor of the universe is flot shaken but
confirmed by the discoveries and deductio ns of
modern research. Science bas flot yet uttered its last
word. Over against tbe blînd devotion to worldliness
there is tbe self-denying consecration of li-e and ser-
vice to the bigbest interests of humanity. From the
intense worldliness of to-day there is certain te be a
recoil. Man will not be content with the most de-
grading of ahl servitudes, the service of mammon.
The ever-increasing Christian activity of our day can-
not surely be doorned to extinction by tbe on-rush of
a cruel Atbeism. The storm may corne, but after it,
the calrn, wben better and brigbter days tban the
eartb bas yet seen shaîl dawn ; when His kingdom
shaîl extend frorn sea to sea and from the river to the
ends of the eartb, for the people shahl be aIl righteous.
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS AND TH1e NuRsiERY. (Bos-

ton : The Russell Publishing Co.)-Fem the little
eaders it would be diflicuit te surpass this most at-

tractive and suitable magazine.

THE MISSIONAR Y WORLD.

BLANTYRE, EAST AFRICA.

The Rev. D. C. Scott wites to the Convener of the
Churcb ef Scothand Home Mission Cornmittee!
" There is no settlement of affairs at the north end cf
Lake Nyassa yet, while the news bas reacbed far
and wide. It is now a drarna enacted before a huge
audience. Even Malernia at Zomba asked Mr. Cle-
land if Miozi was beaten. Mr. Johnston, of the Uni-
versities' Mission, and Mr. Buchanan, in an bonest
endeavour to carry out the instructions of Consul
Hawes, were both assaulted and stripped, and migbt
bave been killed, when they lauded at the south of
the lake at Mahanjila's to endeavour te negotiate.
Oue of Buchanan's boys was killed. This also, bas
spread. The whohe question is-What are the
coastmen going te do ? and what will the British say
te it ? 1 hear that that the Wakondc at the north
end, who were doomed by Mlozi and bis allies, wilî
not let tbe English leave thcrn without fighting for
tbem. Mlozi, in a conference which Jobnston and
Buchanan managed to secume, had no reason what-
ever to give for bis attack on the North End Station
except a few vague complaints of ne moment. Evi.
deutly he tbought he couhd clear tbern out without
danger, and se work bis. will upon tbe Wakonde.
What that wihh is, let the Kambwe lagoon massaere
testify, and bis own saying, when offering to leave in
two years, ' What is a place wotb after two years? 1
Wissrnan's accounts, and what we know antecedent-
ly, show very plainly wbat the frightful work is wbich
our presence stop s, and what it will be whenever we
witbdraw. These black Arabs, tbough not real
Arabs, bave all coast connections, and have eutered
into the country, net as chiefs born in their tribes, but
as adventurers witb Arab rnoney, guns and pewderp
for the fearful work of pillage and slaughtem. Tbey
make use cf one tribe against another, and then,
streng enough te do se, turn upon their late allies-
The black Amabs and haîf-castes from the coast are
in a way irrespousible, but their ceast connections
under any circumstances, make it perfectly possible,
nay, imperative, te reach thern througb Zanzibar.
They are net eut of cal uer out cf mind of the Be-
loochee Arabs, sornewhat fartbcr to the north, but who
do pass down down te the hake also. Rumeur and
the narrative cf the North End affair say the connec-ý
tien is much dloser.

"IThe slave trade is worse across Nyassa than
ever. Even bore, with ail our influence, Matope, on
Ndimande Hill, three miles from bere, bas, I1kae,
taken tbirty or forty slaves witb him te, seIl near
Quilîrnane. There were bands cf young» childreu
carrying very beavy loada, and eacb band with its
driver close bebind. Mm. Henderson, cf Mompea,
ransomed a wornan wbo had been sold by Kumtaja,
and sent ber up here. 0f course I shaîl make mian-
dus about these ; but it bas been donc with the ut-
most secrccy, and the slaves aIl sent away abead.
The Angoni raids are slave raids-tbe Arab or
coastrnan infests every tewn along the lake. The
chiefs are swayed by them. It is netbing but slav-
ery. Housebold slavery is bad enough, but this slav-
ery is frigbtful, and yet this is rnercy comparcd with
the awful work at the North End and over te the
Congol1 h is absurd te speak about the slave trade
being hess and the wars stopped, when this is going
on-to discount Wissman's words-a man who came
with a heart boiing over with what be actually saw-
villages he bad passed, entcring at sunrise and ouhy
getting eut at noon-villages in absolute peace and
thriving industry and settled ule-repassed desolate,
dead and dying, rettiug and rotten, and the whole
cornplctely destroyed!1 The man was rnad with the
tmuth cf it, and it is womse than that 1 And we are
the only stop te this awful work h Germnauy is not
near, Portugal dees net came, and ne eue cames as dec.
the Churcb of Christ;. and te feel thaàt Gvret
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