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type from their successors.  “They had, for instance,
very extensive dioceses. Paul’s diocese must have
contained the provinees from Galatia to Italy inclu-
sive ; for on the hypothesis in question we eannot
suppose that he woull have sent Epistles to Churches
that were under the rile of another Apostie-Bishop,

P'eter, in like manner, had a diocese that extended
over the greater part of Asia Minor, but it cither co-
incided in part with St Paul's, for he too addiesses
the Churches in Galatia and Asia, or he was intrading
into his brother Bishop's territory. 1t may bealleged
that St. Peter, as the Apostle of the Circumcision, had
Episcopal charge of all the Jewish Christians, and
that therefore he was guilty o no interference with
the duties and prerogatives of Paul.  But in that case
what are we to think of St. James, who is said to have
heen the Bishop of Jerusalem, and who yet addresses
his Epistle “to the Twelve Tribes seattered abroad,”
meaning, of course, the Christian Jews throughout the
world?  “This scems an intrusion into Peter's diocese,
Aud so we may say of the author of the pistle to the
Hebrews, unless he was St Peter himself, which no
one supposes.

THE APOSTLES,

These things are mentioned to show that the Apos-
tles did not occupy a position at all resembling that
of modern Bishops,  Mr. Booth says: * We do not
quarrel abeut names, we are concerned with things.”
But the names are different we cannot help thinking
because the things are different. The enily Bishaps
did not call themselves Apostles hecause they were not
Apostles, nor suceessors of the Apostles "This high
claim was not put forward till the time of Cyprian,
when both doctrine and ritual had deviated very far
fiom the primitive simplicity  The fact is that the
ofiice of the Apostles was special and temporary, like
that of Moses and that of the Prophets. They were not
chiosen by men, but by the Lord Himself. ‘They were
sent to preach the Gospel throughout the world, to
lay the foundations of the Church, and 1o give it its
laws and its constitution.  “They were appointed to
be eve-witnesses of Christ as risen from the dead.
They had power to wark miracles, and to nmpart
spiritual gifts,  They were inspired by the Holy Ghast
to declate infallibly the truth of God ¢ and without all
of these qualifications no man could be an Aposile.
{Acts 1. 22-24; viik. 173 vix. 05 Corix. 13 2 Cor xii 12
John xvi. 13145 Eph. i, 20.)  They did their work ;
they passed away ; and their gifts and their peculiar
dutics passed away with them,  They needed no suc-
cessors, and if they had any, history has failed to re-
cord them,

FORCLS H’UI"/\'IN(, TOWARIDS A TRUER
AND RICHLER 111 0LOGY.

Another force working inthis divection is that which
was just named ina forner paper  the now generally-
received doctrine pertiaining to the immaacence of God
God in nature  in man -not outside or exlra-mun-
dane).  Procecding on this principle of exposition we
may expect to stumble on truths hitherto but par-
tially noticed, if not altogether unrecognized. See how
this principle will tell upon the relation of Gud to the
waild to man. If this principle be true, then He is
no longer a dim and distant Deity, sitting on a suli-
tary throne far away from the homes of men, a
stranger to their sympathies and an avenger of their
sins.  On the contrary He is very near to us, nof iy
Jar from any one of us. “The great and goad  Spirit
that is leading the Church into all truth hat is in
cvery movement in nature and in every holy aspim.
tion in man’s heart  is with us alway, ho*ding com-
munion with all true hearts as the occan v, it om-
munion with all the streams of the world.  This is
what is called the immanence of God s God dwell-
ing in and flewing through all nature, mentat and mate-
rial, Fonmerly it was the custom to think of God as
being outside the world, and of His rule as being one
of His reigning in some far-away region - far away
from this world and all that concerns humanity, This
idea- the exfra-mundane idea—prevailed, notably in
the Western Church, till within a century ago. You
finditin the writings of Tertullian, Cyprian, Augustine,
even in Calvin; but by-and-bye a protest was raised
against this representation; and strangely enough it
came not through the high pricsts of the faith, but the
high priests of literature.  * I can no longer be satis-
fied with the orthodox conception of i« God outside of
the world,” was the utterance of Lessing in his day;
similar were the utterances of Hegel; Goethe, Coleridge
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and.our own Wordsworth, whose lines an this point
are striking:
~aAnd [ have {elt
A presence that disturhs me with the joy
Of elevated thoughts ¢ a sense sublime
Ol’wmcllun;, far more (prly interfused,
Whose dweliing i the light of [ scting suns,
And the rouste ocean and the living air,
Aund the Dlue sky s and in the mind ofman
A motion amsl a Spitit that impels
All thinking things, all abjeets of aner thoughts,
Al rolls theough all things,

Hear now the utierances of the Master: 1 am the
True Vine and My Fathes is the Husbandman . .
He that abideth in Meand L hi, the same bringeth
forth mueh fruit . . . Ifye abide in Me and My
words abude in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it
shall be done unto you. . . . Hethat hath My
Commandments, he it is that loseth Me and he that
loveth Me shall be loved of My Father, and 1 shall
tove hom, and shall mamfest Myself to him,

‘This brings God very near, takes our conumunion
with Hhim direet  not through means alone, but inde-
pendent of means, but all the stronger and safer 22t/
the means, the Word, the .r_y//llm/.r and Nocraments.
Without these we might become mystics,  This is a
gt advance on the old ‘Fheology s and the finit that
it bears s the richest we know. 1t has lifted the
curse from nature and given a new meaning to all its
murements, to every tlower that blowms and star that
slunes. It has lent a sanctity to man and awakened o
deep mterest mald that coneerns han w lus passage
through the watld.  Who does not see this nterest
breaking out in many formns 0 unssions for the
heathen, efforts to eatinguish slavery, ranove mtem-
perance, lift up the poor, cte. The fact that the
Church is Chinst’s budy  that He s stall mcarnated
in humamty dwelling in Ths people and they in Ham,
and that they are begmnimg to reabice thus - 1hs uea-
ness  Hisimmanence  cannot but work greatchanges
in the world, and no wonder, for, as Professor Allen, of
Cambridye, says . When the doctrae of the Incarna.
tion is receivied i its fulness, and God and humanity
areseen in its light to be joined by an mdissoluble ue

when God is concenved as present, actively engaged
in the redemptiane forees of human hfe, not merely
superintending them from a distance -then does the
world become sacted, because the abode of indwell-
ing Deity, and all days become holy.,”  Plainly the
purpose of God is that all time is yet to be consecrated
t one grand end  that all business, politics and pur-
suitsare yet to be purified  anad that all men aie yette
be brought into His Church,  What we o sce in
these respects sacred days  righteousness worked
ot amid the high places of stormy temptation  and
wmen living a divine life even where Satan's seat is--~
are only carnests of what the Holy Spirit helds ia re-
serve for the wald,  “The Church may amply an eleat
few, but only in order that through them Wl may come
to a saving knowledge of the truth,. The Church's
calling becomes complete when we all cume 1o the
perfect man, unto the weasure of the stature of the ful-
ness of Christ. .

Procecding on this principle of eaposition there 1
hardly a doctiine that will not be lununated  a diffi-
culty that will not be swoothed.  Take, ¢.g., the doc.
trine of clec tion, that has just been named, and heep-
ing in view Clhrist as a centre  working in nature
and through nature ; keeping in view the fact that the
Church is His budy  His temple  that the great fact
of His Incarnation is continwous  and that God is in
Christ recondiling the wmld to Himself; keeping in
view His reign, lh% sreat merits and the far-reach-
ing effects of His Death, we may be led to condude
that the last word has not yet been spoken on that
subject.  Election is populaily understood to be God's
sovercign selection of certain persons to enjoy the
benefits of redemption -to the exclusion of all others.
% Neitherare any other redeemed by Christ, effectually
called, justified, adopted, sanctified and saved but the
cleet only; the rest of mankind . . . Gad has
been pleased to ordain to dishonour and wrath for
their sins to the praisc of His glorious justice ” (Con-
fession iii. 6, 7.)

But following in the line indicated we come upon
traces that would lead us toa larger interpretation,
to the hope that the elect are chosen not to a mono-
poly of privilege but rather to a position of leadership
—lcadershlp in a greatarmy. May they not be the
inner circle of the great \\hnc-robed throng the fruit
and flower of the redecmed ?  Israel \\:tsachoscn na-
tion. The gencration of the apostles’ day was a
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chosen generation: -chosen to lead the van,  The dis.
ciples that waited on our Lord's ministry, dnd all the
noble army of the martyrs that followed in [heir train,
were  called and chosen: catled and chosen to be
lights in the word—-founders of Churches -pioncars in
Clirist’s service light bearers in the dinkness like
David Livingstone in Africa, or Patrick Hamilton in
Scatland, lifting up his voice while the slow fue of
green wood was conswuming his limbs, and saying ; O4
Lord, horwe Jong coill gross darkness coves the people?
Such were the first froits of a great bharvest,  First
frunts, indeed, is the very figure the Apostle 'aul uses
in speaking of this doctrine, Rom. Ni. 2 Iy e fivst
Sruits be holy the lump woill be holy.  ‘The tivst fruits
were elected to a place of honour and they were ac-
cepted by the pricst on the day of consecration,  They
were haly, but so also with all the sheaves that were
to ripen on the thousand harvest ficlds througho t the
wd.  So with those distinguished saints that were
called o high service in the apostles’ day.  The first
fruits of Achaia- the first fruits of Hawaii, Madagas-
car, Fonmosa, Blantyre  may bhe spoken of in the same
way. Flieyare God’s clect ones whom He hascalled
from darkness to light who are to be to the praise
of His Grace in the ages that ate to come.  Again,
the clect are described as the root while those that
follow are the branches.  ‘The one tigure- first frunts
gnes to the clect a representatne character; the
other  the root -makes them the founders of our
Churches  the springs of hight and hife that continue
to bless the world long after they have passed away to
that higher cirdle of renown reserved for distinguished
servants.  In short, this doctrine of election at which
so many stumble, and around which our standards
have dranwn the shaep lines of 4 hard and unrelenting
dogmatism, both m the way of sclection and reproba-
tivn, 15 not to be regarded as having assumed its final
form.  This is certamly the contention of such writors
as Bruce, of Glasgow, N, Snuth, ot New Haven,Con,,
and Fanbairn who (Farbairn, has camed the nght to
speak on this point.  Proccedimg i the same hine, and
working from the same centre - that ampler and
screner hght which we get m this way- -God's Church
wili be guded mo the full orbed truth, into some-
thing ke a truer and fuller mterpretation of those
teats and truths beanng on this great question.  Dr.
Fairbairn mn lus “ City of God” strikes the true note
here when he says: * \What we need is a system (of
‘Theology . as constructirve, comprehensive and sublime
as Calvinism, but more generons  an interpretation of
the universe through our higher idea of God. Men
cannot live in these davs by a faith which touches
them only at a few points. They need a faith that em-
braces and penetrates their spirits a faith that will
bring perfect peace and enable them to feel in harmony
with altimate and universal truth.,”  Christ in His
wotk, wide as humanity Chnst in His everlasting
reign, induding even the region of Hades, of which
fle holds the key, is the sum and. substance of the
Word the rout of a sedecined race—the inter-
pretation of the Father ; and all those eternal decrees
and dark mysteries over which se many anaious stu-
dents ponder are to be read in this light. "This 1s not
altugether a new principle of interpretation, but tisa
principle that is now being bettes understood thaa in
former days. It isa principle that is full of promise and
one that is making its way thiough the Church, though
not into the formulated creed of the Church. These-
sult is that the greatidens of God and Redemption
arc held up in the pulpit in a purer light, and they are
beginning to tell upon the sermons, the prayers, the
hymns, the literature of the Church, and before long
they will work down into the doctrinal statements
of the Church and give to them their appropriate col
our and compleaion. ONWARD AND UPwarn,

THE NORTH-WIEST.

Mur. Enitor,—The letter from Mr. Grey on the
abovc subject in a recent issue does not do
Justice to the Presbyterians in that Province. Ihappen
to be personally acquainted with a large number
there, and 1 amof the opinion that he only speaks for
himsell individually, and his remarks regarding a
prominent I’resbyterian mimster call for a reply. To
onc unacquainted with the past history of Canada,
Mr. Grey’s remarks are certainly iisleading, He
asserts that: * Layingthe guilt of this unnatural rebel-
lion 2t the door of the Roman Catholic Church is in

our belief to be without evidence or any foundatiof - .



