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IN order to maire roorn for the business announce-
ments of numeraus friends, as well as flot ta undulY
curtail aur space for reading malter, we this week add

-elght pages to the size cf THE PRESBVr]R!AN.

WE are requested te say îlhat the queries of the
Assembly's Comrnittee an the State of Religion have
been sent te ail Clerks of Presbyteries, for sessions
within their bounds, but if they have failed ta reach
any of these, tbey are requested te apply at once ta
Rev. Walter M. Rager, Ashburn, Ont.

SupposinG a minister has a salary cf, say $6oo, the
addition cf another hundred may maire ail tht differ-
once ta him that there is between comfort and tight-
pinching. He maires both ends meet on $6oo by a
degree of economy that is absolutely degrading ta an
educated, sensitive man. Another hundred would
maire a différent mani cf bain, and make bis hon.e a
different place. In many cases hie might have the ad.'
ditional hundired as well as not. In a congregation cf
two hundred members the increase wculd only be an
additional cent per Sabbath. It might easily bedone
la cangregation cf only ont hundred memrbers, as

ev. then tht increase would only be twe cents per
Sabbat!'. Nor dots a calculation based on member-
slip show how easily an additional hundred mnight bc
added taaminister's salary. Som~eof the mosîliberal
contsibutors, in many congregations, are flot members,
&r, d therefore thte rate per meraber mentioned above
nl ibe reduced Readers cf THEz PRESBvTERIAN,

if ru mnnster is pinched as many are, remember a
oea tw pe wk wiIl maire bis circumstances coin-

para..cy May.

IlWRITING IWuO sermonS tath week is very hard
woerk," says tht minister. Ycs, brether; but if ycu
were going op and down the land as a probationer,
preaching the saine sermons ever Sabbath with ne
chance ta make neif cnes, weuld you like it better ?
" t Bard work visiling this cveatfber." Wall ycs,
rather liard when the snow is se deep ; but supposing
yon lad ne families te visit, bow would that de? »
U4 Grrat amound of wvoy cor.ncted =ath conM~'ga-
tiosai -work.Y Ves, a good deal-mucli more than
thgre zmglt be if people had a reasonable amount cf
common senise in their beads and good grace in their
hearts; but supposing ycu had ne congregatbon, how
would you like thatî There is no doubt that tht
demands made on ministers, increase evcry year.
There may net be as many miles ta travel in a year
as the pioneer nunisters travelied--ove-r rough roae.
toe; there may net be as much rougli cut-door work,
but there is mart werry and nervous strain. People
are more finicalinz their tastes, more ficirle in their
dispositions, tbey chaniîc more readdîy front church
to charch, and if they pay more uzoaey they demnand
mare for at. Somt cf them, dontî even pay any more
-soe cf tht Lardest te please don't pay a: ail

THE clatter cf tea-cups is again hea.rd in the land.
Tho"e who epjoy tca. meetings are having a good trne.

Some cf thase who liste them, are baving splendid op-
pertunities for cuitivating patience and seif.denial.
Tes-meetings may bu a garai thing or a bad thlng, but
they are litre, and il may be well te make as much
cf tbemn ns possible. If they are hurtful, let them
be se, conducted as ta bu as littie liurtful as pas-
sible. If they are beneficial, then every god Pres-
hyterian should try and increase the henefits de-
rived from them. WVe taire the liberty cf mairing
a suggestion. Let evtry uxinister whe engages ta
speak at a soirce resolve te deliver a liveiy speech
cf twenty minutes or haif an heur on some live topic.
If tht people are prepared ta listen te bis address, let
hint deliver it in tht best style hie can. If they do
net vish te listen, let hini stop at the end cf tht flrst
sentence. Seldora do ministers appear in a more
humîliating position than when ane, as chairman, and
another as speaker, arc battling for a hearing at a noisy
soiree. Il may bu asked, what sbould a speaker do
if haif the audience wish te hear and baif do net. Ht
should stop certaini>'. Let tht people pay the penalty
of baving unmannerly (cols ia thtîr meeting. Why
should one man, and bie allen a stranger, dose? Let
it be once understood that ne mînister viii address a
naisy meeting in which twa or tIret score cf li bred
persons keep rip a constant clatter, and then niinisîers
vill net bu tempttd te talk foolishly at such places, on
the ples that sensible speeches wiii not bu listened te.

THE Hon. Lewis Walibridgt, of Beltvillel lias been
appointtd Chief justice cf Manitoba. Mr.W~allbridge
was calltd te tht bar in 1839, and must thealhave buta
at least twenty-one years; of age. Ht may have been
thirty, for anything we know; but assuzning that lie
was called at twenty-one, lie is now in bis sixty-ifth
year. An average minister at that age venld mest
likely bu living on a retiring allowance cf about $3oa
per annum or iess. Werr lie in an officiai position in
tht Church lie miglit bu toltrated at sixty-five, but ne
Iladvanced'" Christian would dreant cf calling hinm to
a pastoral charge a: sixty-five ; few at ten ytars less
than sixty-fivt. And yet. Sir John Macdonald, who
gels credit aven fromt bis most pronounced epponents
for maing gaod judicial appointments, appoints a
lawyer of bixty-five to tht most difficult judicia] posi-
tien ia tht Dominion. Why is it that expertence
maires for a man migbtiiy in law and medicine, and
maires against himt in tht ministry ? Mtnisters thens-
selves are perhaps a littlt te blame. Our Home
Mission Cemmittet, however willing, wouid net dlare
te appoint tht Aposzic Paul te a responsibie place in
tht North-West if lie vert sixty-five years cf age.
Sozne Presbyteries are equafly loud in their call for
young men. If ministers; examine each cther's; tethl
and loek for gray hairs in tacli cther's btads with a
microscope they cannot blatne congregations for fol-
lnwing their exmple. Sir Hughi Allan was President,
Vice-President, or Director cf twenty-thrte companies
when hie died, besides managing bis magnificent fleet.
Sir Hugh vas se-.inty-three. A minister at seventy-
three ouglit te lic in beaven. At least se say Ainerican
church-going people. Tht day may yet came when
cangregations viii have as nsuch sense as insurance
and coîton cempanies. It lias flot corne yet. We
have heard that congreations and cemmittees; fre-
quently calculate on tht number cf years' work titre
is' 1in their mani. Migit it net be weli te give a
mainister any wcrk lie is able and wiiling to do well,
and Ieave the length cf bis days to tht Lard?

T H E intense deveuca te business characteristic of
cur time needs an accasionai ceiuteractive.

Herbiert Spencer lias beeu preaciing his gospel cf
relaxa:tion. Themonotanousgriodîngcf thteels cf
industry, without a pause in tht strain, venld praduce
disastrous consequences. Happiiy there are stated
occasions which affard cessation fromt tht wtary round
cf toil. Th=s supply a pleasant variety and invigora-
tien for a renewai cf vented avocations, and maire tht
tasir ail tht tasier, for werk, after al], is mnan's mission
as it is, in bis prescrit state cf being, a main condition
cf bis liappiness Tht festive season of tht ytar nov
at hand affords a vrelcome respite te the diligent
werker. Wlih what eagerness it is lokled (orward to
liy ail classes 1 Net to tie great world cf chiidhoad
cnly is the Chistmas season the glad gala-day cf the
year, faIliers andi ri"be, uncles and aunts, nay the
viole rank and file cf home relationship %cast aside
tie care and vrorrica cf iLé-burdensome enougli in

many cases-and become young again amnld the gen-
eral joy that fils tht homes cf Chrlstendom at this
happy period cf tht year.

Many begin the season wlth public religlous ser.
vices, and, though [t is just possible that In same cases
there may be rmont for a suspicion cf superstitious
formality, there can bc ne reasonable objection ta a
public religlous recognition cf the Savicur's advent te
this sin-hurdened earth. Ta begin the festive timo
with solemn acts cf public devotion, harmonizes with
the mest sacred associations cf tht day, nor 15 il likely
that those who sincerly engage in tarnest devotion
will rtadily drift iota those excesses that dariren witli
gioomn the mirth cf Chri-itmas timta.

It is the season cf ail seamons that sets home life at
its best. Tht school.books are put aside without mnis-
giving, merr laughter echots threugh the house, fun
and frolic are rife. Santa Claus is waited for with im-
patient expectancy, aven thougli the innocent delu-
sien is in many cases shattered (crever. It is a glad,
a merry time, and why should it net be sucli? Tht
famdly re-unions bind yet more closely thetlies cf affec-
tion te home and kindred thase who stu!] remain withxn
its sacred enclosure, and those an whom duty imposes
absence. And soit andf pensive recollections; of Uttle
snow-clad graves, cf voices ncw sulent on earth, will
meit seme hearts ta a deeper tenderness. Then wliat
precicus epportunities do these hclidays afford ta those
an the threshold cf manlly and womnanly life, te
whisptr the accents of lovesu young dream 1 No
wcndtr that as the yearz go by Christmas is as
popular as ever.

And yet there cannot in this world of toil and sor-
rcw be unrnixed jey tverywhtre There are many
cheerless homes and empty laraers-many serra w-
striciren hearts. It is gratifying ta 1mev that num-
trous benevolent corporations and mr-ny cf tht
Chburches, are in tht habit of previding gecd citer for
tht Iess fortunate cnes. This is well, and it doeth gcod
like a medicine, but wise and indispensable in existing
conditions as is arganized charity, individual beneva-
lance neyer ceases te lie a duty. Religion and bu-
rnanity alike sanction ils exercise. There are aise
ample fields for tht indulgence cf this precicus luxury
-tht luxury of doing gocd. Net afewcf tht inmates
cf hiappy homes taire pleasure in slitdding some rays
cf gladness int less favoured abodes. Nor slieuld
thetunates cf cur public cliarities be forgoen. LUt
Christmas be a day cf gladness te ricli and pocr
alire. In lieartily wishing a MKRRV CHRISTMAS
te tht many readers cf THE CANADA PRESBYTERJAN
cf ail ages, we do se in tht best werds we know cf:
IlAnd tht ange], said unte thern, Fear net : for behold, I
hring you gondl tidings cf great jey which shall be ta ail
people..And suddeniy there was with the ange
a multitude cf tht heavenly hast praising God, and
saying, Glory to*God in tht higliest, and an earth peace
and geod wiIl toward menYO

BENE VOLENCE 11V CO UN CIL.

T HE Trade Benevolent-Associatian have had their
annuai meetingilathiscity. It is afact net ithout

significance that tht daey press have given rather
meagre reports cf tht proceedings. What littlt las
transpirtd is worth ccnsidtring. A meinorial (rom,
the Toronto brandi was fully discussed. Tht tirnt
clause, which was adopteil, remds thus -

IlWtt are in favour of the Governnsent placing a limit on
the number cf licenses ta bc issued; but we would suggest,
howevez, that any niunicipality. mig1st petition te have the
limit cxtended in speciai cases, sucli as summer resouîs,
îowns wheTe there arc large miarkets, and a few causses which
make si indispensable that extra accommodation should bc
furalshcd for the public."

This loks somewhat harmless, but it is a quiet in-
cision for tht introduction of the thin end cf tht wcdge
cf municipal tinkering at tht Cracks Act. We do net
hint that municipalitits are incompettrit te dea! vit!'
licenses, but il is irnown by experience that pressure
can bc brauglit te bear vhich these corporations
wcuid net always be able ta resist People generally
wiiI'ibeinciintd taletveillalone. Other clauses, locok-
ing more directly ta municipal action in tht contrai cf
licenses, wert voetd down.

A paragraph in tht meznoria havlng for its abject
the saee of liquor at exhibitions and Uai, vas adoptet!.
Tht gentlemen vIa voed fer this provision wili find
tint, in addition te th3 sentiment cf tht temperance
people, ather interests vill appose it. Thase vlia
contrai exhibitions are avare tb.5t the sale cf intoxi-
cants vithin the graunds would mare or lmu contri.
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