
JUemo jr of the Rev. John iVc4cey, d. .

portant dki.stiction hetween assutrance ofpi-esent, and assurance offà1lure
-zalvatioti, by coîîfouiiding wlîich, so inany, opposed to the notion of the
iîthilIible perseveranec of the maints, have given up thc doctrine of assur-
anlce alt<)gether. He r1~ aine to those conclusion,; on the subject of
Preclestination, probably iii. Coîsequenceo f hi-i review of the articles of
the church, previotis to bisi ordination, froin whirh ho neyer departed.

Ifle ivaq ordaitic- decoi in Sept. 1725, and in the ycar following ivag
e1evtiCd( Fellhw of Lincoln> College, altholigli bis previous seriousness liad
hwenî the subjeci. of iîl batcr andI ridicule, ami was urged against Iiin
il) tfht eteetioii by hi., opponients. His repuitation for Icarning, and dili-
Welnee, ailJ th2 ex'i(llen(re of his character triuinplîed, and in the latter
cui cfo 172(; %w find l " iŽ; literarv character"' so "1 estal>lishied in the Uni-
versiti, thaiî ho %vas ackxaoivledged by ail parties to l>e a inau of talents,
aaut excelutiît criide in the leiiriucd laiigua-esý. His comnpositions were
iilàsî;.iinguislied hy ant Aecgii sîplicity of sti.le, and justness of thought,
that uîîarke,,d the cNceltluc of his classical ta.ste. His skill in logic, or
tho art of reasoninig, wvas iiîxiverstilly kuîown, and adrnired. The higli
-cpIiiiioi thutwias eiitertuinied of llîui, in these respects, ivas publicly ex-

juîcs.ed by choosiug Iiinu, Greek Lecturer, and mioderator of the classes,
altlaough lie hiad beeui elected Fellow of <lie College, oilly in the Mardi
~Ireeedlit-g; wvas little more thau 23 yCtiis of age; and had not proceeded
iltaster of Arts."

Ho took tlis degree in Febreary, 1727, becanie lis faâther's Curate in
Atugus.,t the saine ycar; returned to Oxford iii 1728 to obtain priest's or-
dors; and zigain in 1729 visited Oxford, where, d'iring his stay, hie atten-
de(1 thic meetings of a smnall society foriucd by his brother Mr. Charles
Wesley, Mr. Morgan and a few othors, te assist each other in their @tu-
dies, and to consult hoiv to employ their tiîne to the best advantage.#
The Rector of the College, howc ver, requiring his residence, lie quitted
his father's curacy in Noveiiiber, and again settled at Oxford. He now
obtai-aed pupils, and Lecanie a tutor in the University; presided as Mo-
derator in tle disputations, six tinmes a wcek; and becanie the chief di-
rector of the society furnîei by bis brother Charles. From this tune lie

*31r C.Weseyit pperswastheoriginntor of t1is Society, whose naine, howe-
ver given, designates the reliious society, of whiclh the Xesleys were the founders.
Ilis own account of huîxnsef is, that hoe lost bis first year nt college in diversions; <bat
.the next lie set himiself to study; <bat dilience led hlmi ixnto serious thinking; that he
%vent to the Nveekly Sacrainent, persuadiing twvo or three students to accornpany him;
and <bat ho observed the tnethod of study prescribed by the statutes of the University.
"11This," says he, "4gained me the harniless naie of Met hodiît." 31r. Watson
questions whether Ilthe wits of Oxford %vho iinposedl this narne," knew any tbing of
the sect orphysicians, in the middle ages that -bore this appellation; and suggests that
probably 1< was n pplied beenPuqe M1r. Clharles so strietly adhered te method i bis
ý.sitidies:.-thou gi hoe thinks it might possibly lia% e been <lerived fromn the Nonconform-
jis, who were often called Il Xth odists, * in derision.


