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the meut muheisive and falth!uI lu ail yourC
kingdom,"

Useoul thanked the mignon with a look o! pro. I
tound gratitude, thon addrsused the king: V

sfire," ho said, "'Monsieur le Duc d'Epernon,
by expmessing so ftttering an opinion regardlngt
me, emboldens me te plunge freely ite the P
question. I ask your majesty te send a Parlu..
menl.ury Commission into Auvergne, aller th@ d
manner o! your predecesmer, inveeted wîth for.u
elgn powoms, te ascertain and puniab sncb crimes
o! the noblesse as escape the ordinary eperatien
of the luw."1

"1A tribunal, intfact.," mid Henry III., idwbhose I
sentences are ahove the Iawe, witbout appeal,r
and ot instant exeoution." Hoe emainod for a1
!ew moments plunged ln thought. diThe crimest
of the Marquis de la Tremblais requiro te be
punlmhed," hoi sald ut ength, dgand the deplor.
able unareby whioh eigne ln the province o!
Auvergne callîs-for prompt and energetie ropres.
sion. But ata -wbere shah I1 find a mutn firta,f
mal., honeat enough te prealde over auch a Coin-.
mission ?"

dila there not the Signeur de Beaumont,
Master Hariai, iret" cried d'Epernon.t

66You are right, my son; De Beanumotnt le up-
right., coumageous, severe; ho will give judg.
ment accordlng to bis conscience ! But whatf
warrîor will cure te, attacli the half.revolted ne.
hies o! Auvergnet"

di 1, ire VI crled Storzi.
Id on, chevalier!t" repeuted Henry III., con-

tempiating witb admiration the features, giew.
lng with uudaelly, o! Raoul. "iVosu-I will trustt
yeu. Will yen promise me to be Inexorable, and1
to listen oniy te the voice o! justice VI"

66I1sweam te do se, aie!"
"6Chevalier Storzl," replied the king, soletan-1

ly, 66I naine you my Commissioner Extruordin-1
amy la the province o! Auvergne, and as such I
grant yoti an authority uniimited, exceptional5
ubove ail human lawa. You shah mreceive your1
commission te.day."

IlThanka, ire," cried Raoul, kneeling, and1
kiming one o! the kingm bande witb indomcrib-1
ahi. emotion.i

IlComne and see me aguin to.morrow, dear and
wol-beloved Ofomzi," muid Henry III. ; i"it ro-9
mains for me te consuit you as te the persona te
ho solected from the State and Privy Councils
and other oflicera o! the Courts o! Law, who are1
te form part o! the Commnission."1

"iOh," cried Raoul te himseîf, on lcaving the
kingm presence, "60te dreani o! my lite is ut
length moving towards realization!1 Diane, you
shall ho saved or avenged t"

At the moment when Sforzi waa psssing out
o! the king'& cabinet, one o! the gentlemen in
attendance entered tc Inquire whether il was
tmue that Captait' de Maurevert had eceived bis
majasty'a permission te have himseifuannounced.
The bing and d'Epemnon loobed emllngly at eacb
other. Tien, turning tewurds the gentleman
ln waiting, Henry III. said :

"Show Cuptain de Maurevert ln."

CHAPTER LIII.
LOVE AND) DUTY.

Events tube us bacb te the little village o!
Suint Purdoux, wbeme our atomy commenced.

Though It was scarcely, six o'clock in the
momning, and no holiday or festival was indic-
ated ln the almanack, the Inhubitants o! the
place, drosaod in their beat clothes, were gather.
Od tu groupa about the door o! our old frlend
Maître Nicolas, the keeper o! the Inn. Judging
bY the noisy conversation e! the mountaineera,
the Subject which was engrossing their atten
tien was one of great interest. Maître Nicolas,
more than any one, ivas neticeabie for the
animation o! ies butterfiylke movements frota
group te group, as h. gave a friendly tap on the
hacb te one. a s&mlle or a nod e! Intelligence te
another. L~et us add that these attentions o!
the cabaretior wero net only weil eceived but
eageriy courted, ail those wbem ho deigned te
favor wlth thea. attentions appeaming te ho
prend o! bis notice.

41By Saint Biaise, otarades 1" be cried, hait-
Ing mn the midet e! the crowd, diif we stop chat.
ting Instead 0f setting off for Riomi, we shahl not
arrive in tirae te wittiossthe ontry of the Cein.
missloners. I would notl oso the ight for ton
crewns. Cone-ono ast drink, and thon away."1

"lThe Seigneur Sforzi le the sarne gentleman
the Marqis» de la Tremblais was geing to hung,
and who was so mlraculouely saved ut the mo-
ment the apeetie Benoiet was about te put the
rope round bis neck-im ho net ?" Itqured one
o! the purty,

d'The very sarne, Gullaurne," epled Maître
Nicolas; diand you may be certain that Mon-
seigneur Sforzl, atter baviug been se iil.used by
the bigh nohility o! the province, feels vigomeusly
ili.dispeaed towards L ia. lmarrivailuinAuvergne,
1 ropeat, i. !or us poor people a piece o! unex-

Chevalier S!erzi, however, 19 lbis deel with Cap.
tain de Maurevert-a combat of wbich yon
were neurby aIl o! yen witneuses-I feel hope
revive ln my heart. Ah, demi omrades, If we
wsre ouly mld o! the Marquis de la Tremblais
sud bis aposties, what bappluesa conid. b. cern.
paruble with ourst No more oreed tebos, ne
more luebes, ne more extorblco., ne more mur.
ders-how happy we should be. What iste
use o! booking no terrified ? Imitaie me, corn-
rades, and bave no four. If yon had heard whut
wus publicly muid lu the etreots o! Clermont
yesterday, you would al ho more vahiant. It
appeurs that the bing wilh not portait bis poor
people t e hoeppmemaed any longer, and that ho
bas ut last corne aeriously te our defence. Ahh
the nobles. who have tyrannlzed over us are te
ho tried and punished, ail vassala whe have been
wronged and Injured are te ho indetanilied.
'otarades, long hive Henry III. Il'

At thîs picture ef happmness, whichi seemed
fabulons te thom, the mountaineers lest aIl their
appreheusions, and repeuted with noisy en.
thusiasta the cry raimed by Maître Nicolas.

The werthy cabaretier, joiniug the prudence o!
the innkeoper with the enthusiasm of!the patriot,
cohlected mome sous owing te hlm by his cus-
terners, and the columu o! mountaineers sot
!orward on Its way.

Noon was striking when the inhabitants o!
Saint Pardoux reached the gutes o! Riorn. Noisy
animation migued lu the tewn. A compact
crowd o! people, dressed in their Sunday clothes,
was gathored withuut the fortifications, waitiug
tee arrivaI of the biug's delegates. Presentîy ahi
noise was hushed Inb silence; the approelio!
the Commissioners was signalhed.

4hortly afterwards five carniages, each druwn
by four herses, appeared on the road. Im-
mediatoly the shemiffs and consuls of the tewn,
wIth six canons e! the cathedrai o! Clerment,
sent by the bimbop, wcnt fomwumd ln two bineste
meceive the envoya o! Ose bing.

In the firat carniage was Maître Achille de
Harlai, Seigneur de Beaumont, and Raoul Sforzi;
the four other curniagea contained fourteen
Judues.

W. wlilnet uttempt te desoribe the sager
curleailty, the ardent mympathy with whlcb the
Commnissioners weme greeted. The people salut-
ed theni with prolonged and dea!euiug cheers,
regarding tbem net only as their defenders, but
as their avengers. The premident, Monsieur de
Hurlai, and the Chevalier S!omzi attmacted meut
attention, for the powerm weme known Witb
wbich was Inveated, the firat au president o! the
tribunal, the second as Commissioner Extra-
ordinumy et bis Majsty.

By the aide e! the carrlage occupisd by the
two superier delegutes of the king. on a magni-
ficently capurisot'ed herse, rode Captain de
Muurevomt. UnhIbe Raoul, the adventurem ws
radi tut, and bob ne pains te restrumn bis Joy.

1,Wlth whut admiration andi loVe ail the
women lok at me-happy rogue that I arn1"
ho murmnred te hirneel!, pressing 1>80k the
crowd wlth the poworful chestof bis steed. "iAt
hast I arn inataîbed ln a pont e! real Importance!1
Captamn Roland de Maurever., Grand Prévôt o!
ail the forces o! Auvergne-how welllthe title
sounda 1"

The personage who, a!ter the Commîssioniers,
awukenod the greatest public curlosity was a
man loaded with chains, and led by srcberm. At

iglit et the prisoner abouts e! wild deiight rose
froni the crowd on aU aides; ln the pnisoner,
Benoit, the leader o! the apostleâ had beon me-
cegnized.

The terrer wbich the Marquis de lu Tremblais'
executiener inspmred ln the tinds o! the meut'.
tuineors waâj snob that the cabaretier, on catch.
iug slgbt e! hlm when ho was hardly yet in
view, wus alimeet on te poinut ef cbanging bis
cry of!'"Long live the Kiug's Cemmissioners t"1
into "lLong live Monaeigneur le Marquis de te
Tremblais 11" However, afler ho ho! sutislîed
birnel! as toe e umber o! the archers thut h94
the wretch lu cuetody, and observing the sehidity
o! the bouds that beid bita, ashataed e! bis
want e! courage, ho stSeopd low, se as te avo)Id
bolng recognizod, and sbhouted witb ahi bis
might, "iLong live Monsieur S!omzit1 Deatb te
the lugman and murderer, Benelet 1t"

Irnmediately aftemwards the oortége reached
the bouse o! the Lieutenant Criminai, wbere a
splendid collation and a select oompuny awuited
the Commissioners.

Wiie the Cotarnsblouers were belug enter.
talned lu the bouse o! the bigh legal functienury,
the crewd waiting lu the sitreeLts te witnems their
depurture wus filled witb anu lmoat *insane
delight. People who ho! net spoben te oe
another for ton yeurs now addresscd euch other
as if they ho! boon brothersl, and etabraced witb
the warmest dernstratiens e! frlendiness.

It was already four o'ciocb whien the cortége
reached Cbermont. Aiready bal! waythlatîs te
aay ut the peint called the CbaPelle.de-Cabuaa
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The Marquis de Canfihac, who appeared la
person to receive the Commissioners on their
ireachlng the citY, pretended te rejoico at their
arrivaI, aud made te tlsem the strongeet proteat.
ations o! respect and obedience.

"lAh, supple and cunnlng companion!1" mut-
tere'i De Maurevet-" how yen muet now re-
gret havlng helped me te save my gentie Sforzi
from the gallows 11"

After baving received uddresses frem aIl the
public bodies of!the city, the coMtge wus ut
longth permitted teo enter Clermont by the pos-
tern gate-the drawbridge ef which hud been
puinted afresh for this solemnity-und passed,
on to the bouse of the Marquis de Canilhac,
wbere the Commiesioners were to sup.

As soon as Raul had alighted, and before
passing to the room which had been prepared
for lm te arrange hie drese after the wear and
tour o! the journey, he sent for De Maurevert.

idCaptain de Maurevert,," he eaid, addreseing
the new Grand Prévôt o! the province of Au-
vergue, dibe se good as to follow me-I have
some information te usk of you."'

"dAt your ordere, monseigneur," replied the
captaln, bowing lowly before the chevalier, and
making way for him te pase firet.

Hastily dismissing the servants, who were
assisting te dres hM, ho bolted the door o! the

oom, and thon hurried'tewurds De Maurevort.
64Weil, captain," ho cried, "dhave your Inqul.

ries esuited huppily? Have your emissaries
dlscovered any traces o! Diane? May I still
hope?"g

"ýdiDear compatiion,"l repiiod De Maumevert.,
who, the moment they wero ulone, returned te
hls habituaI toue o! famillarity, ilI will not
conceal from you that, no far, my endeavors bave
boon fruitiess. But, rememl>er, I bave yet hardiy
bad Urne te think o! the matter, having ha!
onough te do te get bore!1 But have patience-
we shah fInd ber."

6àWheu I la15 o late il, cried Raoul, passion.
ately.

"dOh!1 fergive me for Interrupting you. Made-
moiselle ls ondowed with such superbuman vir.
tue that a delay of two or throe weeks caunot
put ber Innocence ln any greater danger; and
basides, the longer you are separated the. more
delightfül wiUl be your meeting 1 Don't moU your
eyes ne furionsly, and drive the naiis into the
palme o! your bands. Rage le umelesa, Instead
o! quurreiling hike two boys, lot us combine our
plan of action. Wiil you listen te me, deur,
companion ?"l

I"I liten te you, captain."1
"It appears te me," continued De Maurevert,

with the utmost ooolness, "dthut it te through the
apostie Benoint we must operate; thus scoundrel
-- oe o! the actual abductors o! Dlane-must
oeetinly b. uwure o! the designs o! hie master.
The thi.ng te be doue Io te muke hlm tell wbat
ho knows%."

"dHave I net vainly questioned hlm tesibdif-
féent Urnes ?"l

46By Mercury, dear Raoul, your simpliclty te
dellghtfui t Ybu questioned hlm, and he wouid
net answer--aatenlshing, wa.s It not ? Why,
you might as weil be wouderstruck ut a boar's
net returning your politonese!1 There are two
ways, almoat infallible, o! wrInging bis secret
froni this sooundrel."

IlWhat moans, cuptain t"
"iThe firt-which I will net cenceal frorn yen

le moft te my tante-ls te upply to hlm a strong.
teh dose o! the torture. Nobody botter than
myseif knows the science o! the thumbmcrew
and the brodequins, or what can b. done wlth a
pair o! pincera. There la net a sworn termnen.
ter capable o! matchlug the knowledge and ex-
perience o! a valiant captain wbo bas cern.
manded bande o! riotere and free-lances, and
passed t wenty years o! hls life in civii wars. G1ive
me your Permission, and I answer for the eue-

IlWhat te the other way VI lnqnlred Racul,
aller a short pauee.

"lThe other wuy la exactiy the opposite of!the
firat," replied De Maurevert; "lbut the moment
you abj tre the use ef force yen faniluto weak-
noe. Promise thie vile scoundrel Benolat, a
thousand crowns, paid down, with his liberty,
if hoe consente te tell you where Diane ls cou-
cealed, and 1 wiIl consent te hoe hanged if the
wretch willi net betray bis master without heu.
tution."1

idCaptain," muaid Raoul sadly, "b onor forbida
me te employ elther o! the meuns you advise
me to adopt. It tenet possible for me, without
betraylng ahl my dulies, te use for my owu pri.
vate service the powerg the king bas deigned te
confer upon me. My mission Jm a holy and

acred thing."1 For a few moments ho paced up
and down the reom, thon again addressing De
Maurevort, eaid: "iCaptain, order the apostie
Benois!. te be brougbt bore."

De Maurevert was doubtiesa abouIt te dissuade

simply lu the pres.. of my old
Monsieur Sforti?" ua e ewut

.Raoul turnod pale with gobu
mind of what utillty the assistance 0 O! r00
might be ln the reoovery of Dianles b« d
violent effort to restrain bizm a" 8< r,

ilRbMaJuty'î OoMmIioner ww bbave-

knowledge of anything that passes Ol O
at thie Interview; you may thftre 00O1It
froely, and without lear."9

"-Thanka for the permission you no 0 efl0 *
ly grant of boing of ervise to you," rPePI t

1
noust, with a short laugh; "4b. quitS5'Bu"IIi
not abuse ft.i t"h

Raoul muet bave been very unhapPYt
abduction o! Diane te bear such insolenc
tientiy.61

idBenolet," he said, aller a brlef aile" P,1 d
wili give you ail I poseess, near1y ton'th 01011
crowns, If you will tell me where Ma
d'Erlanges has been concealed."

diWhat would be the good of your gO
me, If 1 arn to be hanged ?" replied thea10
"'What Iwant iesecurity. WVlyou Pledg _
your honor as a gentleman, Dlot to pay s "
te the calumnies whicli are mure tO 100
against me durlng the Sittingu Of the eo
Sion ?" ý0

diMy duty forblds me to enter Into iy
engagement, Benolet."1

"iWhy V"
"iBecause 1 should betray the coflfideU fle 1

king, my master."1tob
diAnd I-at your entreaty only-Sm L

tray the confidence of my master, the or
de la Tremblais! Whero is the diff1rence11 '
positions ? Abandon the Interest of bisqMie
-and I will botray to you those of MY Ia

romain faithful tb your duty, and Il re I4ca
faithful to m ine ! Thut le my test Word!110
not quite my last. 1 amn under apprebons
for my safoty as far as you are conll 1, o e-
1 amn well assured, cati do nothing sgil~~~1
You think I ara mad; oh, no' I enjoY t
use of my reason-and that telse me tblel y
ever I appear before the Comamisâi0 e 1
moot powerful defender will be Mni
Chevalier Sforzî 1"B1lPrî

"6You muet have loat yoursensosp Bonciet
"N ot at ail, ohevalier; but.fortuflatêll f

I have several strings te my bow-8 lail
knowledge of an important secret. Oh
concernlng Mademoiselle d'ErlangeS " eI

Raoul, fillied with astonishment ut tbg 64
matical words, was reflecting what tOd >aiert
the door o! the room opened, and DO Ms"
entered.ne

A glunce was suffIcient te Inforlu t iibOf
Grand Prévôt of Auvergne as to the t h
the two interlocutore, to assure himth~
combat whichi was taking placerh
was flot wlth Raoul. 1' De

"oGet back to your dungeon, glOs o
cried, puablng the apostie roughly b80fo ý-
"4you wili hardly have time te stud rlfor
ln the very serious entertainurent PO;Ato
you. Refleot, Ihat your office cf hSiiD901Y
poses on you the necessity of dying Il of
with courage, but with graoe andPO3iitnf
munner. *You stalle, amiable BeD0l-tPO
good 1-that la bearing yourseif brare Y 101
you know what I ehould do, if I hadth*0
fortune te be ln your place'? WhilO tje-'
pressing me-for you wlll have to be 600et
while they were breuking me on he1» n
lor you wiii bc broken on the whei, I;-u
sing either a drinklng or a love slng; tb*b',fo
drown the hootinge o! the crowd,a&Bd
prodilioue succese. You will sing, Will >'
gentie Benoist ?" obo

The Chief of the Apostles ahruggeOjr D
ors, and replied mockingly: dot

dil thank you lnflitelyr for your g"'o d. 1
captain; but, al" ! ILteanot poSsble j
profit by it.,,o t#

64You have not a inging voice? 1 0i0
instead of inging you shali deolaiR" ibd 1
produced by your gracefuinuesa of sOll&0(00
ail the greater. I wlU mend yua coi O
demn poetry teyour dungoon *0m"'
hie Benoimi; andP if you take n 4ee4d
wiil select something from oither31%
or Maître Ronsard."1b000

diBenoist wil not need te avail 1 w
your advlce, captain," lsaid BforgS lb
going te die, ho maya." fwq

"N ot. going te die!" repeated De
pretending the greatest aatonishaIeuirt

"iHo deciares," contixiued al,
possesses a secret which enaures blicD0 a~

"iA osecret 1" crled the capta, itb
commîseratien; 6"unhappy ma, b0w tiY0
act so IndiecreetlyT Did I t .,oc1 cu e
thal., frota the moment your indiscr oIjel'
of a kind te compromise a gentila' 1 i
you would be executed privatelYP n - JaPd
your dungeon? What a triamph
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