Juxw 14, 1873,

THE FAVORITE.

363

doesd.

1 Aw shall miss theo whon thoo's gone, 1ass,!?
sald the Lanoa~¥ire girl, turning to her com.
panion whom v ) had befrlendod, with a wist.
ful look on hor uright, healtly {aco.

o Yes ; and ¥ shall no doubt look back to tho
rylot hourw X hava spent with you, Moll," was
thor ply. '* You have beon very kind to me,
and T hepe, If L ever bave thoe chance, I shall
not forget to return {t.”

« PDor't yu' talk on it, Florenoo. I'vo only
dono to Yo' as aw'd dodone by, and theo'’s noca’
to speak ou't,”

¢ Ab, thou'rt a rale gudo un, Moll,” sald 2irs.
Bolton, who had buried her cumity to Florence
for this night, in constdoration of its boing her
1aat with thom,

« Now, mithoer, do na say n0 more about un,
Ya's got all tho traps rcady, ¥.oronce, Arn't
theo "

4 Yes, thank you, Moll. Tho boxos are ready
packod to send tothe hotol diroolly I leave hore
in the morning, and my dross is all ready to pot
on. I am only sorry that you won't cumse to
the wodding, Mol.”

#Na, thauk’es, lass. Aw'll go to the churoh
and soe thoo marrled, butaw’ll na go with the
grand folks ; and a'v tak'{{ very koind on theo,
laas, to stay wi’ us to tho laat, and leave hero
for the church, It shows thou'rt not ashamed
oun thy poor frionds, and it's moro nur mony a
lass wonld ha' dono.”

« 1 wonder how Frank gots onto-night with
his bachelor party ? I darcsay thofollows with
him are pretending to read the funeral servico
ovor him.”

« More likoly thoy'll bo singing and getting
drunk,” retarnod Mrs, Bolton, ¢ Thar tvar somo
offcer chaps coming to tho wodding, I beeru,
andthey’ll be sartin to bo thar.”

« Yos, X romember Frank told mo so0, but I
forgot to ask thelr names.”

1 Eigh, but aw didn't, though. Ono war
Cap'n Brackot, and t'¢cthor was Leftenant
Blaokin. "

# Who 1 half shrickod the girl,

Tho old woman repeated ber information in
8 more emphatic tone, falling to notloo the
strange pallor which came over the girl’s faco,
or tho slugular mannor In which hor band
tromblad.

For at that moment, lato as was tho hour,
there was a knock &% the front door.

« Avr'll see,” roturned Moll, straightway go.
1nZ to the door and oponing ft.

“Good oven', lass, Bo oy aunt gone to
bod

It was John Barkor, Willle Bolton's cousio,
who asked the question, and seclng hia aant
in the room, he steppod iuto 1t almost unine
vited,

s Mither's worsyr, aunt, and sho’s sent me for
¥0,” ho sald, addrosstug Alrs. Bollon.

« Eizh, aw'm sorry far’t, but aw canna go to
ber to-night,” was tho positivo roply.

Plorenos had takon & candle in hor hand and
walked into tho {uner room on the cutrance of
the visitor.

A fow soconds aftor and Moll followed ler.

Tho young man bent overas thou to whisper
to tho old woman, sayiog—

« Eigh, but, avnt, she wants to tell theo sum-
mut-.summut about Willia.,”

«Aw will na go to night, aw tclls yo',” waa
the positive reply.

Tho next moment thore was & gasp, a sob,
butso low that 1t was unheard by the girls {n
tho next room.

A handkorchisf, satarated with chloroform, ,

had been pressod upon hermouth and nostrils,
and tho next instant she lay back in tho clalr
sonseloss.

Cauliously as asuake i tho grass, tho man
slipped to the froat door and openod it, admit.
ting two confederatos.

(Z0 be oontinued.)
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THE ADVANCE OF RUSSIA IK ASIA.

BY CHARLES MORRIS,

Pablio attontion haa redently been Ciroctedd to
the mavements of Russia {n thei i2r-off region
known as Contral Asia, s 'and of which wo
know pext to nothing & few yocars ago, whon
Vamberg, at tho peril of his iife, penotrated to
the heart of its mystery, but which lanow rising
juto importancs In view of those aggressive
movemeonts. For centurfos past ono odlect has
undaviatingly occuplod the attention of tho Mua-
covito raco. Sinoo Czar Ivap, early In tho six-
toenth century, Imagined the catablishment of a
great Tariar kingdom, all tho emperors of Rua-
ala havo made the sccomplishment of this ob.
Ject a rominerd featuro of thelr military poll.
cles,

Tho eastero Umit of thelr oountry bordered,
throaghout the long rangs of the Ural, on West-
ern Asla, wille 1n tho Casplan 8ca they posscssed
& water-way reaching far info tho ceatral re-
glons of this continent. But tho Axatio borders
of the Cagplan aro sandy deecris; and Jong ufter
the conqueat of the Tarlar kingdoms of Kaxan
nnd Ast.eXza extended the Russian domtinlons
to the Um}, an unaccountadble ignorancy of the
vast reglons beyond thess mountaing prevalied.

In e yoar 1380, & Comack lader of & band of
robbers, being octlawed by the government, lod
his two hundred adventurers across the Ural,
After plilaging the Tartars until his band be.
came 00 munch redocad to malntain fteelf, 1t
occurred to Yermak to return (0 iloscow, an-
noance his dlacaveriss add make peace with tho
ez, Tho robber al once bicamo s hero, and

was glven command of an sxpedition for the
oconquost of 8iberia, Within eighty years frony
tho date of this movemont nearly all tho 8ibes
rian tribes woro subducd by Russia. '

From this not very creditable beglnning aross
tho long carcer of Musocovito conquest in Asia,
Tho Cossacks, conquered by Russia about the
middlo of the fifteenth century, havo ovor sinco
servod as her military pioneers, aud have beon
indispensablo in tL 8 Asiatic movement, This
hardy raco ovorran Northern Axia with romark«
ablo mpldity, and in 1630 etood on tho shores of
tho Rea of Ohkotak, having in about fifty years
taken posscssion of tho wholo vast width of 8t
beria, and cstablishod many thriving sottles
ments, Spreading soithwanl, they discoverad
tho Amoor River, that magnificont stroam
which traverses the westorn half of 8iberia, and
opens a grand water.way to the Pacifie.

Here thoy had no longer tho burharous Tartars
to dea! with, but infringed opon the borders of
the great Chineso cmplre, through whoks northe
orn lmit this river ran. In thelr daring dopre«
dattons upon tho Chineso villages they suflored 8
signal defeat, followed by a treaty which socured
China from molestation for two hundred years.

DBut in those two centuries China had boen
golug down and Russta up the hill of progross;
and when the next aggrossive movoment way
made, in 1564, tho result was instrango ocontrast
to tho futlle effvrts of the soventeenth century.
A strong flect salled down tho river, bulit forta
and quictiy took posseesion Of tho wholo north
bank. A troaty with Chiuna followod, which
wrosted from tho latter kingdom this acquials
ton, togetior with an important province on tho
t Pacifie to the souith of tho river. The northern
half of the istand of Saghalien was selzod, and in
1501 an jmportant island in tho Stralts of Carca
wis anncxed, A yoar or two ago Russla drove
out the Japaueso garrisons from tho southern
half of Baghzlien, and coolly possessod herself of
tho whole island. These foreible acquisitions
hava given her a very important coast-lino on
tho Pacific, and sho will havo a controlling volco
in tho future of that region.

The Rusuian influcnco is belng gradually ox-
{ tendod moro and more southward into the Chi-
] nese cmpire, snd at any moment her astuto

politicians may discover that her natural bound.
ary-lino lies somowloro in tho hieart of Chioesa
Tartary. For yearsshe hss been propering for
such a discovery.

While thus posscssing herself of tho vast ex-
tent of Slberia, with all its great woalth of
metals, minerals, fur-bearing snlmels, timber,
¢ etc., together with thoe ferttle soit of the soutl, so
+ prolific in agricuitaral products, she hias been no

loss active tn other dirccitons. Houth of West.
crn Siboeria lcs tho immense roglon posscssed by
; tho Kirgheez nomads, & mighty doser, yot with
) cascs and mountain vatleys that gtvo subsistenoo
\ 1o a considerabla popuiation, and to vast herdsof
wattle, sheep and borses, tho property of theso
, wandering tribos. The Afuscovite planof cone
qacet embraced this rogton, and for yoars Russig,
has beon quictly extending her iaflunice over tho
, Intabitants, tiIl now her authority is almost
supreme, By cajolement of tho simple-minded
, natlves, by purcliase, by forcible selzure, by cune
nlogly alding their disscnstons and  establishing
agents among them so as to tako advantage of
, overy opportaupity of aggrandizemncnt, and by
! geverely punishing cvery nggresrionon an catab.
, lishod fort or seliloment, thisauthority of Russta
, has boen extended, till the wholo vast dosert ro-
glon has been devoured by the hungry Russlan
empire.  Every acquisition hes beon secured by
a Une of forts, saccessively abandonod as the
boundary stretchod southward, while important
towus, such as Kopal and Verngje, amac in the
rogion loft behind by tho onward sweep of ag-
grosslon.

Mlichiv, In his «Overland Route,” tells us;
«Tlhe Cossacks at the Russlan stallons mako
' raids on thelr owr account ou the Kirghect, and

subject them to rotgh treatment.  An outbreak
oocurs which it requires a military forco to sub-
due, An expedition for thls pucpose s scat
cvery yohr to the Kirgheezsteppes. Tho Ruasian
,outposts aro pushed farther and further south,
" moredistarbances occur, and so the front 1s yoar
by yoar extended, on pretencs of keeplng poaos,
! This hzs been the system pursted by tho Rusajan
government in all its aggrosslons In Asir.”

This movement, howover, i3 but & means to
anend. South of these steppes lo the settled
reglons of Contral Agla, the thickly populated
kingdoms of Toorkistan, on which Rusila has
bad for centuries o covetous oye. This region,
to0, 18 Ib great meazrure o dosert, it nomad in.
haditants belng more warlike than the Kirgheez,
It includen, however, threo groat orsck, with
scveral amaller oncs, in wadch tho soll §s of tho
highest fertility. Each oasis has §ta distinct
sovernment, forming the Xhanates of Khiva,
Boxbura wnd Kokan, which haves. been ruled
with tho most absolato tyranny. Thelr prineipal
clitca—Khiva, Bokham and Samarcand—which
apprear vast in tho mirsge of Oriental extrava.
ganoe, and thelatter of which irg & sepataticn
reaching far Into antiqulty, aro descrided by
Vamberg as chleQy mud-bullt towns, far below
tho Peralan citics in chamacter, while theso latter
are Immeasursbly below the grade of a Enropean
city. Through this region run tho two great
rivers of Central Asia—the Syr-Daria, which
cmptios Into the Son of Aral, and tho Amoo-
Darls, which traverses Khiva avd Bokhars, and
hins 1t mouth 1a the Casplan.

Toorkixian is tho headquarters of Istamiem,
its inhabitants Qisplaying & fanaticlsm and a
flerco intalerance which mako the lifo of an
European nat worth an hour's parchase thrangh.
eng tho whole vzlon. Vamberg, In his travels
in this conntry, wus in constant danger, thongh
he hagd =pent Zeats In perfecting himself in the

U

language and in tho hablis of a dervish, and
thoo~h he t+avelled ip all thio rags and Jisoom-
fort of the most bigoted fanatic. No portioncf
tho earth making tho loast olaim to eivillzation
can oqual this {n {gnoranco and fanaticlsm,
Tholr Idamism s of tho most rabld cas
and so Intoleraut that they ecndure th
mombers of tho oppoalng sect of tho M
hammeodans, to which the Perslans belon
only as slaves, Tho florco Toorkoman tribes o
the descrtdiversify their pastoral labors by pi
ratical excursions on tho Caspian and by rald
into Perxia, whenco thoy annually bring largg
nurohoers of captives, to bo s0ld into slavery It
tho netghboring oascs, J

This exclusjveness, which has rondered th
khanates totho prosent day almost terra tnoog+
nta, bas keps tholr inhabitants in ignorance of
tho world of outsido barbarians, Thoy imaging
that the mantle of atrength and intelligenee,
which in the four.senth and fifteonth conturie4
rendered this region tho richest aud most en
lightenod in tho East, and its citios contros of
Islamio loarning, has desocended mpon thelr
shouldors, and thoy dospise tho exterior infidels
accordingly. The Turkish invarlon of Europe,
and tho dismay {nto which it threw all Christens
dom, romains to thom s thing of yosterdny, and
they entertain oxtravagant {deas as to the power
and influcnoo of tbe Sublimo Porte. To thelr
fgnorant fancy Eurcpo still bends in cringing
submission to tho Turk, and thoy fmaegine thut
8 bare promiso of assistance from the Sultan
would drivo tho Invader in terror fom the holy
soll of Toorkistan, Thoy dopend also on two
other powerful sids against aggression. One of
these, and tho most effoctive in our cyes, is th
oxicnsive deserts surrounding thelr torritory.
The other, which {n thelr viow is far more enicay
clous, 1s the large number of Moslemn sainty
buried In thelr soil. They seem to imaging that
tho bones af tho salntly dead will rise agalnsg
gggreasior wnd form 8 spectral cordon utterly
impassabto to {nfidel feot.

Tho aggressive movement of Russia In thig
direction dates back to 1602, In this ycar thd
Coesacks took the city of Khive, but were ats
tacked and defeatod in their roturn across th
descrt, Again, In 1703, durlng tho relgn o
Pecter the Great, tho khan of Khiva p'aced
dominions under Russian rule, But since the
commencement of tho present century a chang
in the ruling dynasty has destroyed thoe friendl
disposttion of the Khivans, and thoy have becoma
bitterly hostile.

It was not antil 1836 that the modern advance
reglly began.  In that year a post an thoeastern
shoro of the Casplan was scized and A fort bullt,
whilo several armed steamers wero placed upon
this soa for the purpose of suppressing the
Toorkomen pirates. In 1832 war broke out with
Khiva, and & Russian expedition was sent into
tho latter country. It proved unsuocoessfol,
excopt in rightening tho khan {ntotho releaso of
somie four hundred Russian prisonors whom ha
held.

Bt tho moest avatlable avenuo of advanoce into
this reglon was its’rivers, the dessrt proving a
dangerous obstacle to Iland expeditions, The
most favorablo of theso tn position—thoe Amoo-
Daria-—is full of shiftivg sand-banks, and its
waters sro drawn off {0 such an extent by the
irrigating eanals of agriculturists that it is not
safely navigable. Thoe S8yr-Darla is navigable
for along distance, and forms tho only safe routo
to Kokan through the wide doscrt that intervenes.

Russia, made ber Airxt hostilo appearance on
tho Sea of Aral in 1847, bullding a fort at the
moath of the Syr. This exeitod tho hostility of
tho Khivaus, and ssveral attacks occtIred,
Steamers waro accordingly brought, in sections,
from Sweden, and put together upon tho 85T,
‘Theso advanced up tho river, in connection with
a land expedition, which marched through tho
ferulo belt slong its shores, Soveral conficis
oocurred with tho Koxanians. Tho latter had
butita strong fort about six hundrod miles up
tho river, which was uscd asa base for Incur-
slonsupon tho Klrgheez,

For two years tho Rusaisns sought to tako this
stronghold, and floally carried it by assanlt.
Tnis was & seTero blow 10 Kokan, who attackod |
Wit & 10700 of 13,000 men tio Russian gamrison
of 1,000, bul was defeated by a sorlio of the
intter,

Yosr after yoar tho moventent up this river
continued, il finally, in 1364, tho imyportant
towr of Taihkend was aclzed, and in 866 a
larg portion of the khanato was ooccapiod. This
aggression excited the hostility of Bokhara,
whose forecs had In 1562 conquerod Kokan. Tho |
emir proclalined a holy war against tho infidels,
religious emissaries were seat throughont tho
country, and ¢ Death to tho Invader ! wos
overywhero proached. By such meansa powers
ful foroo was soon ralsed, and tho Rassians de-
foated, the lsiter baving marchoed into Bokbara
for tho purpose of liberating Colonel Struve, tho
imprisoncd Russian ambassador,

Bat whilo thetemir was exaltlng 37ar hlssno-
coss, his foss wero cotupleting thelr conquast of *
Koxan. In May, 1668, decolved by an osstern '
movementof tho Russlan foross, the emiragain !
proclaimoad a hioly war, and marched agatnst
ihe Russlan garrisons. The troops of tho cxar '
rapldly soturned, ontored BEokhars, defoated the '
foroes of the emir, and took possemion of the '
city of Samazrand. Thus was tho foot of tho !
innde! at length planted apon tho very heart of
unadulteratod Mohammodanlam, in & eity the
dato of thoso origin reachss sack beyornd tho !
birth of history, and the story of whose first eapy-
{ure {s one ol those romote Jegends which bave
floated down to nsirom pre.historio ages.

The foriang Alnwulmans vigorotsly sctighs 10
relako this holy city, driving the Rnsalans into i
the cltadel, whore they wero closely besieged

for oight days, Thoy woro rolioved, howover,
and tho emlr driven from the Oity, In.luly,
1808, a troaty of was mule, whoso torma
were highly advadiageous 3o tho Russlans. Sn.
marcasd was ceded to thom, along with threo
other statlons, shrowdly oboson togive them
muitary contro} of tho country. Othorlmpor.
tant advantages were galned, tho long poliey of
agolusion boing ended, and xed ruics of com-
meralal intercourso ostablishod. Durjng thofive
yoars which havo sinclo olapsod the Muscovite
power has been more and moro styongthenod in
this quarter, till tho two khanates arc unow vir«
tually provinoes of tho great Ruaalan empire,

While theso ovents woro transplring, Khiva,
the most woatorly of those kingdoms, lay un.
molested. Its occupation, howovoer, was &an 68«
tublishod part of the programme, and this por«
tion of the miljtary gamo 18 now deivg playod.
Russia is preparing a force which will be irro-
sistible by the barbarous troops of the Xhan, and
within anothor yecsar all Central Asia will ba
but an outlying province of that mighty, grow.
ing emplre wbich now embraces the whole of
Northern Asla and of Eastorn Europe,

But this last movomont has oxcited opposi-
tion in anothor quarier. Eogland has long
viewed uncaslly thesc aggressivo movemonts,
which brought anambitious powor witbhin strik.
ing distance of her Indjan possessions. It isnot
the open acts, but tha sccret Intentions, of the
czar that gho fears, and hor 1ato protest {8 calied
for by reasons not visiblo on tho surfaco.

For what wo bave detailed {s but tho apparent
flow ofthe Russian stroam into Asaja, Beneath
this military wavo lies a strong current of di-
plomacy which tho astute Muscovite has been
for years industriously forwarding, and a vital
chango in the habila and modes of thought of
tho Axiatics which tho leaven of civilization is
producing. Sho {s not contont with the work
of the sword. Tho school and the nowspapor,
sottlod government and security to Ufeand pro.
perty, sccompany her progross. The conquesta
of the Cossack are rapidly succocded by the ad.
vanco of tho faraoer, with his family and stock.
Every fort becomes tho centreof a thriving co.
lony, and all the advantagoes of civliized lifo aro
lald open to tho grasp of tho wobndering bar-
barians, Russla hasgone 1nto Asia tostay, and
sho 1s taking a course which ks rapidiy con-
verting her !ate foes Into quict and contendod
aubjects,

In a polltical polnt of view, Russla {s becom-
ing tho oentral figura in Asiatic affhirs. She has
impresscd the valus of her friendshipon all the
nations, and by the aid of gold, diplomacy and
all tho tricks of polley has galned & footlng with
her influenco much farther south than ber
sword has gone. The Russians, (n spite of thelr
falr complexion, are more than half Asiatic, and
know how to meot tho Oriental on his own
ground, No plaln«icaling suffoes here. Craft
must bo oncountered with craft, polley with
policy, paticnoe with patience. Time s scom-
ingly o matter of {ndifference in thetr calculn-
tinns. Each works for tho weak point of the
other, zod will spend hours over & matter which
a blunt European would caut through with a word.
Heooo It is that tho Englshman 1s 2t such &
disadvantage. Tho Russians understand not hix
bluntness, nor ho thelr intricrey of diplomatic
intrigue, and thoy prefer to bo cheated diplo-
matically than served divectly.

Tho Rusalan diplomat has all tho suavity of
his Asiatic congeners, Xo can glide throogh
thielr closost nots of policy without displgyingan
angle of hisbody. Ho conformns 10 theircustoms,
and allows thoin to delay and provaricate to
thelr hoarts’ contont, But a polnt onca gsined,
hoe is unyiciding. Ho is an adept at bribery, has
emissarios overytwhe: in at homo in
Asia, and Is too fully Immbuod with the Qrentsl
spirit for European patienco. As Michio says,
« You must boat about the bush with the Rus-
slans. You must fiatter themn and humbdbug
thom. You must talk about everything but the
thing. If you want to by a bome, you must
protend you want to buy a cow, and so work gra-
dually round 10 the poling in view.” This well
illustrates tho character of Asiatio diplomacy,
and shows how the astate Russlan has mado hix
way with tho half-barbarous Oricntals.

Tho Briton in India pursucs & strikingly dif-
ferentcourse.  There is no assimilation between
him and his subjects. His conviction of supesi-
farity indoces an arrogance which the natives
bitterly resent. o is not only overbearing to-
wan! thicm, but worso yet, ho falls to appreciato
tho hercdilary differcnce between them ard
himsclf, and constanuy offends thalr prejudliocs
and Intorfores withh thelr looal custume, Tho
submisgion of Imlla to England is greatly the
regult of foar, and Jacks that focling of interest
and citivenship which the Russlan implants in the
minds of his new subjects.

Noone can predivt the result of these move-
ments, Within ten Yoars Russla has absorbod
Contral Axla. In Lower Asia her influenco Is
becoming preponderant.  Persia haa bven boughit
aver, and {s ready to becomeo her tool.  Afghan-
1stan {» treacherons to the English and a friend
{o the Rumslan, Boeret rgonts of the court of 8¢,
Pelemsburg aro supprosed 10 be constanily on hand
in theso countriex, taking adeaniage of every
oproctanity to advance tie Muacovite intarexta,

Tho Comack advance Iz ‘within fiftcon Adayx’
march of India, arxl Fngland has rearon to bo
alarmed at tho appromch of thix ominous cload
of war. In t3o cvent of d wWar between the two
rowers at home, how long woatld tho nvuntain
barriers of Northern India protect her adll?
Were the Coowmck troope sircngthened by a
poworful forco of Afshan and Tartar rexulits—
wariiko races for whom tho Sepoys are nomatch
—andtrenzthened by Molammedan defetloain



