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your opinions about things you do flot understand. But if
you will persist in doing so, be kinid enoughi to write to the
lidito--!tn Chief and flot to ieîibers (if the Faculty.
The Faculty (Io flot edit 111E RiviEw.

A Pnoios of the article on Uncle Sain and His Critics,"
w hicli was published in the January îîuîîber of this
Journal, the Saturday 1eeview is a critic of thingq Ainerican,
as sharp and caustic as ever was Mrs. Trollope. Here is a
choice bit clipped froin a recent numer:-"lt is the peeuliar
function of the United States to reproduce a certain
number of very old things. The Old World, which bias
got out of that stage itself, is horritied at such outbreaks as
the Homestead strikes and the Tennessee riots. It wonders
how social order exists at all in the country wbere such
things are possible. But social order continued to live
tbrough several centuries of worse tbings in Europe, arîd
produce a good deal of speculation, auîd statesmanship, and
art and litersture the while. Ttie United States having,
under a mistaken impression that they wore in the van of
civilization, returned in sorne respects to the condition
whicb Europe left behind in the tenth century, have
natura]ly got the disorder back also. Tho other things
may coule. A;nerica need flot despair prematurely of one
day reaching the twelfth century. For the present it is in
its early terîth." Poor o1lI Uncle Sam.

T11E STUDY 0F ENGLISII1 LITERATURE.
'lItE AUTIIOWS FIELD.

IT is certain that the President of the United States and
the Queen of England are important persoîîages. 1"ifty or
sixty mjillionîs of people know the naine of Mr. Clevelanîd,
and more know the naine of Queen Victoria. Nevertbe-
less, some other namnes are still better knowri in the world,
the ziames of a few individuals w~ho have neither favours
nor places to bestow, and who, seated at a table in the
e-vening, ]ljave occupied theinselves with covering sheets of
white paper with blackt lnes.

For example, it inay be affirrned that every miîa or
wonîan who bias read of Queen Victoria or of President
Cleveland bas also heard of Shakespearea; it is now two
hundred years since people begani to talk about birn, and
we are very sure that people will stili talk about bini two
or three bundred vears bence, or inde6initely, so long as
the English language, lasts.

On the contrary, in the twentieth century, it will be
with President Cleveland as with bis preiecessors, Hayes,
Jackson, or Adanis ; it will be with Queen Victoria inach
as with ber piedecessors George Ill., (-,eorge I., or Queen
Anne ; to the public at large tlîey will simîply be vague
shadows, half-lost iii a file of other shadows tbey will
remain distinct only in the inemnory of historians.

As far as publicity goes, it is always essential to add to
the edition of to-day aIl succeeding editions ; at that rate,
if a president or queen bias bis or hpar namne printed a mil-
lion, of times,Shakespeare prints bis naine, or bas it printed,
by bundreds of millions. And flot only does he inscribe
his namne in tbe greater number of minds, but, again, he
engraves, in each of these, at least in the minds of those
wbo read, several lines and even entire pages. And this,
because great writers, tbrough a peculiar privilege, and
especially the poets,alone possess tbe engraving instrument.

Othello, Jago and Deademona, Lear and Cordelia, Cor-
iolanus, Hotspur and Falstaff are characters whicb one
neyer forgets. Certain dialogues, like that between Mac-
bath and bis wife, or that between Brutus and C'assius,
certain popular scenes like the rebellion of Jack Cade, bar-
angiies accompanied with the comments and applause of

tbe crowd, like Marc Antony's speech to the people aftee
the inurder of C.esar, when once they have a place i the
imuagi nation, reinain then fixed forever.

Frequently, even textual passages by the poet, a solilO-
quy by Hamnlet or Macbeth, anl exclamation by Ophelia Or
Iinogen ail expression of Prospero's or of Calihan's, be,
corne the permanent occupants of our mind ; iii vacant Or
nielancboly hours, in times of reflection on the conditions Of
buman life, we involuntarily repeat to ourselves Shakeg-
peare's actual words ; suddenly,"as with a lanip brought
into a crypt, it reveals to us soma deep trait of our nature;
thus far, this trait, ignoble or sublime, bestial or divine,
bas reînained distinct and lost with thousands of others il'
the confused mass of our experiences ; it now detachOs
itself, and appears to us in bright liglit. Shakespeare, to
ail cultivated men, is more that a teacher, for lie bias c00l
tributed in large part to the judgments tbey have forifld
of mnari, and to the knowledge they have of their 0W"'

hearts.
PUBLIC INTEREST IN AUTHORS.

Wben a personage gets to be important, there is a desire
to make bis acquaintance, not morely tlîrough wlbat is said
of Ilim, but in a direct way. People strive to s,ýe himi; il'
any evelit, they buy bis photograpb ; an interest is take"'
in bis appearance, iii bis occupations, ambitions, nîeansan
affections-mn short, iii bis private life. It is only latelY
that our Amierican newspapers considered the questiOl
whetber Mr. Cleveland would remain a baclielor, whether
be was not too busy to think of inatriinony, and on whee9
ladies, al] of thein charming, bis choicý could faîl. Two Or
tbree timnes a year, at public receptions, the President see'
bis drawing-roorn filled witlî unknown visitors who coli 6

fiom ahl parts of the union, intending, for once in th)eir
lives, to shake bands with him, and they do it so vigorosISl
that, at the end of the caremony, it is said that hie bas ru"l
the risk of dislocation of lus wrist.

Iii England, 1 saw, on the occasion of a review in i4ydo
Park, a liundred thousand persons stanîding in long rowg,
and waiting for tbree hours te, see anl ordinary cartnage go
by, in whicbi sat a bealthy-looking lady in a white bov1let,
and because that lady was the quceni. The Couri Circula"
every morning, as well as the large newspapers, recoulit
what she did the previous afternoon, and what bours Sho
went out, whetber afoot or in carniage, what ladies ac'
companied ber, what guests bad the bonour of dinino wieh
ber, and countless pensons, especially in the provinces,' reil
ail these details witil intenest. In defanît of more if"
structive matter, thein curiosity centres on these.

Witli great authors we fare better. Whilst the corrffi
pondence of a statesinan reiains secret, and leaves the
archives only at the end of flfty or a bundned years, vbil5t
that of a mnan of letters alimost the moment after lio
death. It is publisbed at once, even indiscreetly ai0 d
superabundantly. Tbings that ha neyer thougbt of prilt'
ing, w hich he kept for bimself, or, at best, for two or drhîe'
friends, bis confidential comnmunications, are ail handed
over to, us.

Tbaniks to these accumulated documents, we can obserle
bini from early infancy, and even. go further back ; «0
learn tbe condition and history of bis parents, often of hi%
grandparents ; we follow bim aven from the age when ho
left off frocks and learnad bis A B C, tbrough bis hoyhOud
and youth up to maturity, and down to bis last days, yeee1
after year at sebool, at collage, in the univensity al.O
tbrough ail the tuîning-points of his carear. Tha publighe'
adds his portraits, somietimes portraits at different ageo'
viaws of tbe principal dwellings ha once occupied, of the
surrounding landscape, of bis drawing-room, study aile
librarv.


