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A DAY'S YACHTING ON THE ST. LAWRENCE.

It iv-as a merry and somcwvhat noisy crovd that
embarked ope brighit August morning in our littIc six-
ton yacht to sec ail that could be seen suf the Thousand
Islands. There wverc about t\q!cnty persons, ail told, in the
party, %v'hi':h %vas made up of both sexes; small clhildr' .i
iverc ritgorousIy excluded, on the grounid that thcy wcrc
nuisances, provision consurners and space occupiers. XVhcn
ive had stowvcd evcry, one safely and comfortably away in
the yac'it, -nd had double-rccfe.d the mainsail an accounit
of the frcshness of the wind and the timnidity of sonie of
2ýhc ladies, ive swung out fromn the dock and wvere soon
gliding over the river.

<Sailing: 'Mid islande green axd fair
On broazI St. Lawrence tic-5,

WbVere %--laIy thought and worldly caro
Ail cntrance arc denied;

Nothing but nature atill and swcrt,
Nature. bcyond compare,

The ahiuing water neath our fcct,
Around the aummer air.",

The breeze wvas cerfainly one which even a saitor might
cal! sptznkiing and çti!l routain his reputation for vcracity.
On the crest of erery ivave thc white caps coitld be seen
curling and seething as they passed again from foarming
air-bubbles into water. From the bow of the yacht the
wcatcr wvas thrown off in showvers of spray, forcing those
who had rashly taken a seat there tc, cetreat ta the stern,
or put on their ivater proofs. A number preferred the
latter alternative or accaunt of the coolness and softness
nfa the situation, There %vas nothing approaching ta
monotany on that charming summer morning, as ive
tacked and retacked in the channels betiveen the islands.
Everything wis fresh and inferesting ta, out visitars and
ive, who had long known and admircd thoL. familiar

* scenes ivcre busily engagcd in pointing out ana .t.tming
the ;stands, and rccalling ail the stories and legends con-
nected with thcm. Even the vcry shoals c;,.rnc in for a
certain amout't of attention, as the places vaicli ive must
naw steer clear of, and also as the ground of the fishing
excploits of our younger days. The places wvould acquire
an additional charmi whcn it vas known ' hat such and
such persons an board had had desperate struggles wvitiî
huge fish at those veay spots Some of 1 le minor detais
of the capture might bc forgotten, but the main incidents
and the weight ai the fish neyer. It 1ld not takc us vety
long ta reach thc more open lake of the Thousand Islands,
and, from aur entrance upon it, wve had a grand t-un an
the quarter to the American sidc of the river, a distance
of cight miles, Wcé landcd for z short time at an Ameni-
can town in order to al1ov aur visitons a chance of scing
a t-cal, live, Y;ankc in bis natunal place. After American

cust mns, clothes and habitations had been thoroughly
lnspected, admired and criticised, an-d ail Our comments
cxhaustcd, ive again etnbarkced, The ivind had fallen

somewvhat wvhilc wc were on shore, and wvhen ive returned
our captain irnmcdiately shook out the two reefs which
ive ha(! taken in at thc begi;nning of our cruise. Later an
in the day the ivind becamce cven lighier, and ivc ,v'e
forccd ta, huis. a top.sail. Knovitg that the wind usually
dropped -ýitlh the setting of the sun, ive prcpared for any
contingency of this sort by Lringing along aur lig'it sails.
After runninp dovi thc American chanrici before the
%vind for thrcc or four miles, ive brouglit up under the e
of an island, landc<l I'nd hiad a picnic dinncr. Some of us
thcn strol!ed about tlic islatid, sumc fished off the shore,
while the lazicr por.ton with cushions under their head.3
read the latest production of some eminent novclist, under
the shadoiv of the spreading ak trec. Toward the end of
the aftern,:ýon, aur captain summoneci us on board and
rcmarked that wc would flot rcach, hanie vcry early, on
account of the lightncss of the ivind. Oniy a feiv ripples
distitrbed the zurface of the wvater; aur mainsail hung
listlcssly doivn, and aur topsails wverc doing ail the ivork
of locomotion. Conversation, which had been difficult to,
carry or. in trie nîorning, on account of the tendency of the
leesail to run under wvaxer, now became gcnt'.-ý, and
several of aur number sung s.iî ring songs and.choruses,
such as IlLarboard Watch,» "Laddie,' &c. One of ny
com.-ades and fellaw-campers had a splendid baritone
vaice, and as a !cade-r in the choruses lie wvas invaluable as
his repertaire wvas inexhaustible. The presence of the
ivater seemcd to, add a niellow effect to the songs, an-d ta
blend thr different voices into ane hairmonious whole.
After sunset, the crighitest ani loveliest moon of the yezr-
the August harvest moon-shone forth in ail itr silvery
effulgence, the scenc wvas enaugh ta satisfy the most
fastidious lover of romance. The yacht glided along
under full canvas like --orne spectral form, its wvhite sails
gleaming in the moonlighit; the islands vere softly and
darkly outiined against the horizon. Herc and thiere the
cottages on thern were illuminatcd with Chinese and
Venctian lighits, %vhichi presented a pretty effect. Most of
the soîigs that were sung with the accompaniment of
guitar and concertina, b.-catlied of love and romaice.
Comic ones, hovcvcr, ivere interspersed to relieve, as somae
one remarked, the feelings af the non-poctical and non-
sentimental portion af the audience. The pealsofimusical
laughter which corne fromn the small roiv-boats arotind us,
attested to the fact that our comic songs wcre appreciated
by a larger number of persons than wve Iîad supposcd.
In fact: as ive neared the towvn front whici ive hiad started,
ive found our yacht toi1 e the centre about which, nuî.aerous
rowv-boats kcpt describing circumiferences. Their appro-
bation of applause wvas a dcscrved rcvard for the trouble
whichi our songstcrs liad taken in learning these songs.
Havirg landed aur visitors at the dock, ive wvent on
ta the camp, and when wnr turncd in that nigÎlit, wve were
soon wvrapped in a drearnlcss slumber, for the river air hath
ever a somniferous influonce.

G. N. B.,
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