
ROUND THE TABLE.

debts was 'productive,' and that that
which did not pay debts was ' non-pro-
ductive.' 1 fear 1 arn still sufferingr front
the saine weakniess. F. B. R. will not
have it so, but miakes it a ' sentimental'
question, which. is the name that Mrs.
Oliphant lias given to'it.

F. B. R. touls tip-hil a 1oi)g way iii
iii order to raise the wife tu thie suinmnit
of superiority over the liuisband, and
then drops lier down again, teiling ns
tliat the inatter is ' tuttefiy incapable (>f
analysis into what is dite to one and
'what to tlie other.'

F. B. R. is very strongly of opinion
thiat the c1ualities uf a good wife enable
lier liusband ' to acconîplisli more and
to produce more than without themi lie
could hope to do.' Now then, we corne
to the 'economic ' questil n, puire anti
simple,--what the liusbanid's wurk pro-
dîîtecs. Let us suppose two partners iii
business or occupation of any kind. Do
they divîde profits umequally becatise lie
wlio is married earîîs or produces mure
than lie wio, is not ! Then let us suip-
pose that the latter takes to, huînself a
wife. Does lie front that m (nient find
bis business or professional capacity imi-
prove ? but that politetiess forbids, 1
think 1 miglit eall any such, idea as that
Lnonsensical.' The 'true wife,' who re-
mains at lionme, who is titie in every
seise of the word, and wlio pretends to
nothing that is untrtie, is quite sensible
tliat she knows noting,( about tlie pio-
cesses by whic. hier liusband accomn-
plishes or produces bis ends, and tbat
slie cannot aid tliem or influience tbern
to, the extent of a single dollar, one way
or another. Whiat lie brings homne to
lier she expeiids to the btst of lier powver;
lie it mor01e, she cati spend more ; be it
less, sbe niakes less sttce. She does
hier duty. Shie can dIo nu more. It miay
be ligliter or heavier. Tliat is iii the
chapter of chances. As years pass on,
the husband genierally produces nuire;
bis business facilities are ciîlarged ; bis
profe ssimial coniiection extends il self
hie gets on lu life. Hie miakes a success-
fui stroke in conneice ; lie perfcî-nis a
remarkable cure or opexation ;bis capi-
tal or bis ciedit incereases. His wife
sliares in tbe benefit dt rived front it, but
in what way lias blie aided it ?iThe tit r
slie is, the readier Ehe is to ackîîomledge
that.

Frorn gnlerails let uis procecd to, per-
sonals. S(ime have hiad gieat sticcess iii
life ; others have bad ncnie. Will any-

one lie ' nonsensical' enougli to draw
the line between those wlio have liad
wives and those who have flot ? Shake-
speare did not owe wbat hie accomiplished
to bis wife ; during aIl the lime wlien
bis wunderftil works Nvere pruduced, lie
li%-ed apart front lier. He left bier a pour
mnan, lie returned to bier a ricb orme. Mil-
toii's greatest wvork was produced after
bis wif e died. Lords Byrun and Lyttoni,
and Charles Dickens were ail separated
froîn their wives. That did iot prevenit
tbemn front producing wurks of great
genius, acquiring great faine, and carn-
ing, large sinus of nmoney. Neitlier John-
soit nor Goldsmith wvas married. One
of tbern was pour at first but never in
pecuîxiary difilculties ; the other wa&
neyer out of tli. Southey liad a good
wife h le was in hopes ail bis life that

the conîstable iniigbt cone up with hlm.'
Walter Scott lad a g(ud wife b is pe-
cuniiary eiinharrassienèts killed hiîn be-
fore bis time. Sir Joshia Reynolds, Sir
Edwin Landseer, Sir 'Thumas Lawrence
ail acquired tities ani faine and inucli
mioney; not oieof «thein was evermrarried.
Andi 5) on, and su on, adl ifinitrnt. In
aIl professions, in ail pursmits, you wili
find it the saine. A mian lias a siuccess-
fui career, or bie plodis througli life just
keeping the wolf frorn the door. In
either case lie uîay have a 'true wife.
If you attempt to establisli any such ruie
as that proinulgated by F. 1B. R., yon.
miust miake it tell bofli ways. Sucli a
one made a fortune. Aye, bie had a good
wif e. Sucb a une w-as ruicd and died
a beggar. Aye, hie liad a bad wife.

In the first paper un this subject F.
said ' the hu.sband is the protector and
breadwinner.' Alost indubitabiy trime.
Bread to cat, anmd prutec- ion tu eat it in
peace, timesc, are the alpia anid oniega cf'
existence. Bread is the st;itf of lîfe. It
is nouie tlle woxse for beinîz- buittered,
îlionugb F. B. R. seeins to hold it iii somne
contemîpt in that condition. WVe are
tuld that wve ' do not live t, e at, wve eat
to live.' Most indubitably truc again.
Therefore withoîît eating we should not
live. Therefore our lives depend upon the
bread we fat. Therefore we owe our ex-
isýtence to the breadwimner. 'Therefore.
thc op1)ortunity of perfurimg ail those
adnmirable duties.-aiid wlio d uabts tbat
they are adinirabie-of mlîicb F. B. B.
speaks su eiîtbmmisasticaliy. is dite to tue
breadwiiiîner. Witlit the breadwinner
there would he no bread tu eat (let aloîme
butter) no wives, no chiidren, ne duties..


