
îafiks ab'out ý3oofîs*

M ESSRS. DR'SI)ALE & CO. arethe contributors of Bible Stud-

les by H-enry Ward Beecher, a good

looking octavo Of 440 pages, publishied

by Fords, Howard, and Hulbert of New

YTork. The titie pagte indicates that the

book contains Bible readings in the
Early Books of the Old Testament, withi

familiar comment, given in 1878-9.
john R. H-oward edits the studies from

stenographic notes taken by T. J. Ellin-

wood. It is pleasant to find Beecher,

thiou.gh dead, yet speaking through these

discoùrses with ail bis wonted vigour.

The Studies exhibit ail the excellence

and some of the defeots of thc great

preacher's style. They are offhand and

critical, but they are also reverent. H-e

merges Abram's two acts of cowardice

before Pharaohi and Abimeclechi into one,
and does the same with our Lord's two

visits to Nazareth, and I-is two purifica-

tions of the temple, wvhich I vcry much

question his right to do. This criticisi

is sul)erficial; yet the Bible student is no

doubt on solid groutid when he points

out the gradualriess of the old wvorld's
progress in religion, and absolves God

frorn its glaring inconsistency with later

revelation. Perhaps he minimizes too
nîuch the Divine elemient in ancient

Bible story, and at timesmakes too much
of what lie calis its Ilrude places," but

his estimate of its character is always
just, everi magnanimous, and in his eyes

the Book 15 uniquie, Uic one Book iii ai
the world. IHe shows that thc Israelite
w'as often undor the impression that he
wvas faithfülly serving God, when bis acts
were sucli as God abbors ; nevertheless
this doos not lead him to depreciate Old
Testament teaching, for, like a soldier
preacher wliorn le quotes, Illie found
that he could preach best by drawing
the foresighit of the New Testament

throughi the lîindsight of the Old." I-is

remark on God's expostulation with

joshua, IlWhierefore liest thon thus upon

thy face?" is good. IlA great mnany

mien seein to tlîink that God likes themn

if they wallow ; but God does not like to
sec a man behave hiniself unseerily any

more thani ie do." This reminds mie of

Rudyard Kipling :
'And ofttinies; comnethi the wise Lord God,

Master of every trade,
And tells theni talcs of ilhe St±ventli Day, of

Ledens newly inade ;
And thc3' risc to their feet as Ile passes by,

gentlemen unafraid."

Even if it be before a schoolnîaster, the

manly boy wvill stand up and take bis
punishnîent bravely; but God is no

schoolmaster. In the study on Jephthah,

Mr. Beecher said IlTlîey slew hlm (the

Ephramite) because he could not say

Slil',boleiti; and that kind of slaying bas

been going on ever since.. When, in

the ordinances, men cannot say S/db-

boleth, but say Sil;boleth, they are slain

with the sword of the church." I can-

not homiologate ail that is in the vol-


