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THE AUTHORSHIP AND DATE 0F THE BOOK 0F

MALACHI.

'BîI 11E.. rv. J. K. FAsnB.A., B.]).

Trle pcrsonal hîstory of the author of the book wiiich, as
it stands in our canon, bears the titie Burdceii or Oracle of the
Word of Jchovah Io Israel by the hacl of Mlalhi, is
wvrapped in obscurity. Whether Mie word Mal'akhi denotes
the actual naine of the writer, as has beeni generally held by
the church since the tiine of the second century, or whether it
is merely an ideal one griven him by a later editor to denote
bis office and suggested by the appearance of tie %vord in
'chapter iii: 1, (nîy inessenger), as recent criticism seeins to
.think, is a question of no importance except as a matter of
literary interest. Its answ'er cannot, affect in any way the
book itself or the value of its teachling. The two are quite
independent, of each other. This article is concerned with the
date of the prophecy. As we intend making use of the
traditional naine in speaking of Mie writer, however, if> inay
be wvell to state briefly our opinion on the question of its
anthorship.

There eau be Little doubt, we think, that the book was
origrinally anonyrnous. A comparison of its titile with those
of the two prophecies whichi have been annexed to, the book
of Zcchariai-the first coinn-encing -with chapter ix, and the
second withi chapter xii-senis to, point to this conclusion.
Those two passages whiclh have been incorporated with the
prophcecy of Zechariahi in our canon arc without doubt
axionynîous. Theirw~hole style, as Nvell as their subjeet matter,
show rnost conclusive]y that they do not belongr to the post-
exilie prophet, whose niessagre.s we fimd recorded in the
previous eighlt, chapters. The placing of them in the position
in whichi they now stand mnust be dlue to some accident or
confusion of naines. l3eing anonynmous tiien, the words
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