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their city hud power to set this ineffisceablo seal on
his stern heart.  Aftor bie bus prtuved the tervors
of hell and the trinis of purvgatory, he briug.
Bentrice before us o transeendent spivit. of loveli-
ness and light; and in their upward jsurney
through paradise, those awful secnes of the lower
realms are forgotten.  Twen so the girl Beatrice
must hnve shown hofore Dante, iu the midst of the
wrong and woe that clouded their fair city.—
Our Youth,
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Maize and Tobacco.

Tk Tndian corn looked over flhio fenca,
And what do you think he spied 2

A field of tobacco just ready to bloom
And strotehing in loadly pride,

'0 his broad-leaved neighbour at onco he called,
In accents loud aud clear,

I thought you bolonged to a suunier climo—
Pray, what aro you doing here?

So thon, with a haughty air replied
The plant of power and pelf,

You are pleased to ask of my business, sir,
What do you do yourself ?

I feed the muselo and blood and bone,
To make our farmors strong,

And furnish blyod for the little ones
Thut round thoir tables throng.

I move in o somewhat loftier sphere,
T'ho foreign guest rejoined,

As u choson friend and compazion dear
Qf men of wealth and mind.

T’m the chicf delight of the gay young spark
O'er the wise, my sway-I hold,

I Inck in the book-worm student’s cell—
In the dowager’s box of gold.

Thousands of hands ot my bldding work ;
Millions ot coin I raize—

He coased to speak, and in angry mood
Responded the tasseled maizo t—

-

You'rs in seeret league with dyspeptic ills—
A nierciless traitor band,

With clouds of stnoky you pollutoe the air,
With floods of slime the land.
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You tax the necdy labourer sore,
You guicken the drunkard’s thirst,

Yon exliaust the goil—and I wish you'd go,
To tho pluce whonee you came at first,

The Portuguese Trouble.

Wirmn the past fow years a very enger rivalty
hos grown up betweon tho European nations to
aequire or increase possessions in Africa, and this
rivalry has more than once endangered peace be-
tween them.

If & map wero made of Africa asitis to-day, it
would reveal that portions of thut continent are
occupied by at least soven European nations, and
that these occupations have increased rapidly within
a short periord. . ‘

The most recent collision between two European
states over African torritory, is tho very serious
one which has arisen in South Central Africa,
bstween England and Portugal.

" Both these countries have long held certain por-
tions of territory in that part of the * Dark Con-
tinont” As long ago as the fiftconth century,
Portugnl discovered the island of Madeira, and the
consts of -Sonegal and Gtuines on the West Alfrican
coust. About 1500, the same power planted settle-
ments on tho const of Mozamnbique, on the south-
* cast side of the continent. .

As o consequence of these discoveries, Portugal
to-day holds possession both of Mozambiquo on
the east, and of Angolau and Bengueln on the
~ ~st. .

Botween thess two colonies, in tho central part
of the continent, thore-lies & vast extent of ter-
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ritory, drained by the Zambesi and Shire rivers.
tewhoy to Lake Nyussa on the east, and in-
lubtted 1y savage and warlike races--notably the

Makalolos, It is the territory lying north and

south of the great Zumbesi River, which is now
' the mam subject of contention, a part of which ju
, elled Mashonaland,

Portugal lays ~laim to the discovery of this
territory —to its occupation for centuries—oand
points to the facts that it has been explored by
Portuguese travellers, hag beon the field of Portu-
gueso missionaries, and was eeded to Portugal by
the native rulers more than two hundred and fifty
years ago,

The English, on the othor hand, declaves that

| the country was first fully exploied by Living-

stone and other Dnglishwnen; that Portugal has
never madoe permanent settlements in the terri-
tory, or taken real and effectual possession of it ;
that Inglish missions Fave long been established
thecein, ond that English enterprise has been

counbry,

Several months ago & British consul, #r. John-
ston, proceeded to the Zambesi River for the
purpose of ‘establishing Englisk influenee in the
country between that river and Lake Nyussa.
‘While there he made treaties of alliance with the
chiofs of the Maknlolo tribes on the banks of the
river.

Accordingly these tribes hoisted the British flag,
and thus seemed to acknowledgo that they had con-
sented to come under English rule.

But soon after, a Portuguese officer, Major Serpa
Pinto, appeared upon the scene, at the head of nine
hundred soldiers, armed with rifles and Gatling
guns, This expedition met that of Consul Jok.
ston, but no collision occurred between them.

The Portuguese, finding the Englishman uhead of
him, returned %o the coast for reinforcements, and
then returned to the Zambesi, He formed a camp
on the frontier of tho Mukaloios, attacked the
tribes with his rifles and caunon; and, among
other spoils, captured two English flags. The tribes
thereupon submitted to him. ‘

This act on the part of Serpa Pinto at once
aroused the indignation of the English Government.
which promptly demanded reparation for it. At
the time this article is written, this demand has
not been complied with, and the relations between
the Lwo countries are much strained, there being
dunger that war may Lreak out botween them as
the result of the quarrel.

It is probablo that in the end, by peaceful means
or otherwise, the disputed territory will fall into
the hands of Iingland, as the stronger power.
Portugal can hardly hope to hold her own againso
the English navy.

I this turns out to be tho case, we may oxpect
to see the South African possessions of the Eng-
lish extended from the Transvaal up to Lake
Nyassa, and probably even north of that to the
great Lako Taunganyiks, which was discovered in
1858, by Speke and Burton.— Youth's Companion.
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Tribute o the Bible. )

Te famous French monk, orator, and scholar,
Lacordaire, writes to & friond : “I have read the
Biblo for thirty years, and every day do T discover
in it new lights and now depths. " How different
from tho word of manl Zhat is exhausted at a
gingle draught, but thie word of God is & bottom-
less abyss. Whon I read-the Gospels, every word
geem to be like a flash of lightning, and gives me
new consolation. Paul's Epistles, too, enchant me
with theiv truth. . They are an ocean, of which
God alone is the shore.”—A3lemoirs.
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The Restless Boy In Church,
How ho turns and taists
And huw he persists
*In rattiing his hoels
How nnea-<y he fedls,
Our wide awake Loy in church

They carneat and still
He attends with o will,
‘While the story is told
Of gome horo bold,
Ous daar, thoughtful boy in charch,

But our glad surprise
As his thoughtful eyes
Are turned in despair
At ha twitohes tha hair
Of his little sistor i church.

Still each naughty trick flics,

At a look fram the eyes

Of his mother 2q dear,

Aud thinks heat fo ait near
Hor mischiavous boy in clinvch,

Another trick comes
Yen, his finger ho drums,
Or hia *kerchief is sproad
All over bis head—

And still we tako him to church,

He’s tronblesome? Yes

T’'m bound to conféss,

But God made the boys,

With tholr fun and sheir noise,
And ho surely wants them ia church,

Such children yon know,

Long, long years ago,

Did not trouble the Lord,

Though his disciples were bored, _
So we'll keop them near him jn Church.

A Tree Talk,

Waar & wonderful thing = tres isl A live
thing—a useful thing—a beautiful thing—and so
common that we scarcely {hink of it as a wonder
at all.

Think of the great families of trecs—the maple,
the beech, the birch, the hemlpck, the spruce, the
oak—and so on and on. So many alike, and yet
each one different | What a world of wonders |

In the human family there are oddities, you
know, and so in the tree family. -

There is the whistling tree, for instance. It
grows in the West India Islands. Xt bears pods
with open edges, and the wind passing through
them makes the whistling sound which gives the
tree its name.

Then there is the cow tree, which yields a delicious
creamy milk. This tree grows in South Americs,
and often looks like a dead tree, but if it is tapped
the milk will flow out freely. Sunriss is “milking-
time,” when the natives come with their jugs, and
£ill them with the sweet, nourishing fluid.

Now, if only the bread-frait tree grew near the
cow tree, what a land that would be for little lovers
of bread and milk! But this tree is found in the
South Sea Islands, The fruit, locking like round
balls, about as big as a baby’s head, is baked just
as we bake bread, and comes out looking and
tasting like sweat, new bread. -

* Theve is # sneeze'wood tree, a native of South
Africa, which cannot be out or sawn without
causing violent sneezing,

Then, in India, there is the sorrowful tree, which
blossoms only in the night; in Central America,
the hand tres, which has flowers shaped like &
hand, with the fingers spread out ; the grease tree,
in Chinn, from which beautiful candles are made;
and in our own country the teothache tree, so
named beeause the bark is a cuve for toothache.

These are by no means tho only strange in-
dividuals in the great family of trees. What n
pleasant study it would be to search them all out!
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