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THY AMARANTH.

that forgiveness should_be extended to ali the
followers of each, on the presentoccasion, and
that, far the future, neither of the brothers
should encourage or protect the enemies of the
other.

Tho indolent man finds 1t troublesome to
doubt or to take warning. Were this not so,
Robert of Normandy mght, long beforo the
period at which we have arnved, have learned
to distrust the fraudulent Henry, whose whole
life was but a tissue of craft and treachery.—
These properties had now become so essen-
tially parts of his disposition, that he could not
desist from their use. No sooter had Robert
returned to Normandy, than Henry com-
menced a series of intrigue, m order to entrap
those who had adhered .o his brother, intc
breaches of the law ; he soon succeeded so far,
that one of the most influential of them was
obliged to flee the country with intent to take
refuge with the Duke. The latter, however,
true to his engagement, ravaged the Notman
estates of the fugitive as a criminal against the
English law, hastily came cver to England to
show his brother, personally, how promptly
he had acted, and—owned that he wag him-
self virtually a prisoner, under the allegation
that he had instigated the fugiive nobleman te
disobedience. The catiff King now squeezed
from the short-sighted prince the annuity of
three thousand marks, as the price of his
liberty, and donbtless exulted in the ease with
which he performed the act of pitlage.

Robert’s sole ghmpse of good fortune was
when he married the amiable and prudent
Sybiila, and under her guidance hemight have
acted somewhat more wiscly. But she was
soon lost to him, after bearing to bim a son,
who became the unhappy and constant object
of lus uncle's enmity. And now Robert re-
turns again to all the vicious habits of his
carlier days, and becomes the prey, both of the
nobles around him, and of his own domestics.
To such a degree does his indolence and cre-
dulity exposz lum, that he is found sometimes
with searcely o mark in his treasury, and ut-
terly without the necessary clothes to wear.—
Like the generality of persons of hishabitsand
temperament, he atizches no blame to himself
for the destitute condinon in which he finds
himself, bat lashes himself to fury against the
subtle Henry, agamnst whom helaunchesforth
his maledicuions, and, by the advice of some,
and the threats of others, he once more re-
solves to be avenged.

But Henry 13 before him.  The King know-
mg the utter imbeality of the Duke's power,

the embarrassment of his finances, and the ip.
creased inactivity of his mind, no longer con.
descends to dissimulate, but, declaring th;
peace between thein is now for ever at anend,
he enters Normandy with the purpoese of con-
quering it, and adding it to the English crown.
Obdurate man! Has notremorse yet touched
his wily and treacherous soul? No, in forty
years of crooked and dishonest policy, he has
not yet felt a pang of regret for the manifol¢
evils of his hfe. Habit has deadened his feel
ings, ambition has stirred his desires, the man-
ners of the times have greatly countenanced
his terpitude, and the religion fie professes,
points out an casy mode of atonement. Littl:
did ho then think what a change would coms
over his spirit in the course of the next twenty
years.

Hoswinscrutable are the ways of Providence.
The animosities of these two brothers_ cause
them to be the unconscious instruments of
England’s vengeance on Norman invasion.—
In the determination of Henry to deprive his
elder brother of his just possession, the King's
forces were mainly English. The batie of
Tenchkebrai was fought and won by Henry,
and by it Normandy became an English pro-
vince : and, what was most remarkable, the
victory was gained on the same day of the
same month which, forty years before, had
been so fatal to English liberty at Hastings.~
Robert, and shortly afterwards, his son, fell
into the King’s hands; and now an oppori
nity is presented for using clemency and kind-
ness, although justice was not to be expected.
The first visitings of compunction did indee
touch the heart of Henry; but, as they were
but imperfect so also they were bu transitory.
The unfortunatc Robert became a prisoner for
life in the strong castle of Cardiff, where, for
the greater part of thirty years, hs remaineds
helgpless, sightless victim ; his ruthless brothe
having teken the cruel precaution of causing
his sight 10 be destroyed, in order to prevent
any further attempts of the unhappy prince 10
obtain his liberty, and strike once more for his
tights.

But the child of Robert, the infant William,
was a basilisk in his sight. The King knew
that whilst this child lived, neither Henry nor
his children could hold a secure title to either
Normandy or England. Now Henry als
had a William; the child of his hopes, the
proposcd establisher of the house in his ling,
and—which he did not then anticipate—to be
the scourge of his sins, and the destroyer of
his peace for ever. . In one of his far soft



