
GIVING TIIE BASKET.

There were lanes of old cottages, with woodbine-
covered porches, and swaiiows by hundreds build-
ing in their caves. There wcrc snug farmhouses,
with ail their appendages, standing in the shadow
of the Goti cheurch, and a great oid hostel, or
inn, clothed with ivy from feundation to chirnney-
top. In the very centre there was a green, -wîth a
hugo oak, under which tbey said St. Olafsat, aud
a deep draw-weil in it. The Siiberts' house
loeked out on that green. It had been fortified
and inhabited by a bishop iu its day, but was uuw
a substantial farnihouse, with an arched deerway,
very sinali windows, and a yard enclosed by hiigh
wails, from 'wbich a pouderous timber-gate, witb
Episcopal armns upen it, opened inte a green lane,
lesding tbrough a spacieus orchard te a miii arnong
the rneadewvs. liard by iived the 11deigbtfuil
schooirnaster," Herr Rusburg, in what had been
a chapter-bense before the Refurmation, and had
stili a Latin inscription ever the entrance. Its
great garden was separated only by a sbaliow
streain frein the Simberts' orchard. 1 know net
if the good man had any wsrniiig of the invasion;
but as our carnagýe stopped-by the way, every
inhabitant had coule, eut to gaze and wonder as
it passed-fortl Carne WideWed RuDt, inaiden
sister, deserted ceusin,and ail, with Etheiind's
father and inother, looh-ing soberlY glad te see us;
and Ethelind bierseif up frein the spinning-wheei,
inulier russet petticoat, erirnson jacket, and srneoth
chestnut bair. Forth aIse, in high giee at the
unwonted sight, poured a cres.d of boys and girls
from the sebool, under the parting surveillance of
Ilerr Rusburg and bis heirate, a lean, gray-
haired, but patient and good-uiatureJ-iookirig pair,
on wbern Madame Wesing sud ber danghter laid
heid irnrnediately ; and the iast words 1 heard, as
the respective doors closed, were semething con-
ceruiug the adored Auguste, and the waut of
healtlî and spirits.

If there was work, there was aise abundant
comfort in the Siînbert's bouse. Their great
kitchen-it had been the bisbep's banquet-hall,
whercin hie once feasted Christiani 1. of Dcnrark-
wss ricl in the odor of bot cakes, and radiant witb
scoured fiagons. The eak parler, which opened
fromn it, shone, wails, floor, and furniture witb
perfect polislîing,: green bonghs, full of the first
Icaves, tiiied up its ample fire-place; and its low
windows, wreathed witb the clirnbing rose, looked
out on the orchard, now in a wealtb of biossom..
Moreever, the Simberta were, te my amazement,
great peeple ini Meiderf: and, according te the
etiquetto estabiished in that primitive tewn, their

,neighbeurs, as soon as the day's work was fairiy
over, carne te greet us as the newiy-arrived, aud
congratulate thomn on our adveîit. By that sensi-
ble regulatiee, T got at onc4 mtroduced te a mira-
ber of blithe and handstme girls, net te speak of
theirfathers, mothers, bretxers, uncles, and aun ts,
of wbemrny receliections are 00W semewhat leas
interesting; but I remedober that the womnen,

Yeung suq'd l were kniting as if for dear life;
that the men rame lu their everyday trim, firesh
from field and werkshop ; sud one honest black-
Smith, who was aise the burgomaster, paid bis
complimnents lu a leather-apren.

The rank aud fashien of Melderf baviug vîsited
our neiglbeur sud bis gests with siilar soiem-
nitTes-for the schuolmiaster was esteemed next

iu dîguity te the Simnberts-a senies of entertain-
inents, lu houter of us and tbe festive season),
comnîenced at the oid bishop's mansign, and
circied round the littie town, initb ne iack of
saveury cakes, cream-cheese, sud ail mauner of
country geod things; besides Pace-eggs, Easter-
gamces, sud dances for the yong people. At these
merry-maki gs, Madame Wesiug sud Leuisa
were in high request. They teck such an interest
iu country affairs, were se delighted %ith every-
thiug, sud dispensed se much intelligence of the
great w orid, ahi ays se dazziing te mastie mnds,
that almnost from their first appearance, the widow
sud lier daugbiter's popularity was immense with
eveni the Simberts. 1, indeed, perceived tlîst
tbough always civil te tbem, Ethelind ieved net
the ladies; sud 1 cherished the Conviction that
sue %%as envions sud Spitefuil, Which, kiud reader,
wvas a species of cunsolatien ; for, since my arrivai,
the busy girl paid me, if possible, leas attentien
than ever.

What did a youlig mani of my figure -aud sc-
compiishinents care for that? Etheiind bad ne
sensibility, but was net I asteuisbing the sons of
Meldoif, aud making deep, impressions en tbe
hearts of its fair dangbters ? Scoth to Fsay, that
country risit was toe much for nîy f.aith sud
coesaucy te eitber Louisa or the widow. To the
eteinal prettinesses of those ladies, tbe frank,
merry girls, rustie, robust, and resy as tiîey were,-
presented s most agreeable contrast. 0f course,
they admnired nie vastiy. Ne wender, poer tl)ings1,
afier seeing niotbing lu their wbele lives but men
wlîo piougbed sud sewed, bewed sud liauîrere l!
What conquests I msade among them, aud how
many fine thîngs I said sud did! At times, My
censcience teid nie it was net right. Migbit net
Katharine's, Gretchen's, er Crisýtine's affections
bie hopeiessiy sud for ever engaged ? Nay, migbit
not a siniflar misfortune happen te seule haif-dezen
of the simple seuls? sud tben, lu the utnmest
,exteut of my Christian cbarity, 1 conldn't marry
them aill As for Louisa, I bad au inward per-
suasion she would net break lier heart, sud the
widew iooked ou with amaziug cemplacency.
Ofteu lu wbat they calied our ' charming strolis "
threuglb green meadows, sud by blossomed or-
chards, did hotu ladies raiiy rue ou my brilliaut
successes; sud the kiud widow iuvsriatîy wouild
up, with waruings sgainst rustic rivais, sud the
envy of these ceuntry boers, wbich sho assured
me wss cruel as the grave, sud rapidiy rising
against myself. After those revealings, 1 naturaily
feit inclined te huri deflance st the foe by still
more deterrnined flirtations, theegi, lu ail sînceri-
ty, I cannet retelleet that ever oxie of the honest,
goed-uatured, laberieus men of Meidorf neticed
rny trinuphs with the smaliest displeasure. The
Easter festîvities hsd been ever for some time,
but my grandiother stili lingered, having taken
mightiiy te tbe Simberts' dairy ; whiie Madame
Wesing declared that the country air was deing
bier sud Leuisa geed, sud they could sot tiiink
ofileaving their deligbrful old friends.

The widow must have meant ber Young friends
aise, for she wss grou.ing positively confidential
with the girls of Melderf, eccasionally glving mie
te understand, in ber most pîsyvful rnanner, that
their familiar communications sernehew concèrned
myself. There was evidently a genersi interest


