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110W SHALL WE SPEND OUR WIINTER EVENINOS.

B3Y TIuE 11EV. LEWIS 0. TIIOMPSON.

fTe wor]d offers so iiaany temptations to tho young, that it is a pious
effort te give sucli puactîcal disposai to their spare heours that they shall
bu sîi d1tîl from these, alluresientz. Vie Blhal bo wise if we coinbinethe
protitablilt with wvhat is entertaining, and despise not inirth that is
jouitxd Wo ltiiocenice.

Ait eurly temptation te which, youth, is subjected is tbat, of impure
fiter ature, bad pictures, and what bas been cailed "1yellow covered liter-
ature." Ponieroy, the boy inurderer, wheni asked iii prison how lie felt
after devouring a "dîme nove]," answered, "I1 fuit as9 if I wanted to kill
sonieIJOclv."

B3ad booiks and1 Victures have a corruptùig influence, aud often leave
an iiiefliiitmable mark upon the imagination. 1 wvas nuuch struck withi
the reinark which 1 hiurd the othur day, thüt if we could keep the
youzîg iut.za of the land (those Iess than forty years of age> front laces
of evil rsrwithin ninety days every saloon, every gamnbling denî and
every place of infamy would have t> close fronm lack of profitable sup>-
port. The truth nmy Le, overstated, but zio one not cognizant of the
facts las any idea of the variety and power of those temptatioîîs to which
young nieu are subjected. Hie who made the reniark bad been a coin-
inerci-il traveler, antd during thiat time liad be nsked. a thousand tinies
to 1'take a drink," but sot once te "go to ciurelh'.

We shail help the very young-those in the school period of life-if
we niake honte so attractive that they shail prefer it to strange place.
In a housvhold there need be no end te the programmes that mmay be
foru-ed to combine amusement with instruction. There are, games of
skill, distimtguished froin those of chance, timat nmay be played; there are
readings, recitations, charades, song and music; there are occasional
gatherings of a select circle for the pursuit in common of some agrecable
andi coumpreltussible subject3 there are all these ast more, In any ass0-
ciateti work, such as the reading of history, it will Le necessary for soute
one t.o guidef- the youing in IL judiclous way. Uowv iuch utighît uîot
pastors, sui crinscendents or teachers accomplish in this wvay for their
Suridayschool classes.

Soine oite miy ask, '<Is it worth se mnucli pains in erder to amuitse and
instruct emir childrienl" Let huma Le answered with a counter question:-
1 it worth wv1ile at ali te prevent the ruin of our objîdreni Are they
worth savitigi"V

But uve.mm if the yeung, as they grow up, should escape what is viclous
and corrtimtimg timure is danger that mes, giving themse1Nes wvholly to
busineuss, ,ilitl readl nothing but thre periodicals; and wousen, devoting
thtnmbelve.s a-4 exclusivëly te dress, shall study nothimg but the fashioni
plates axmd dite latest novel. The reading of novels mnight not bu se badi
if we coull We assured that it ivas imerely a transition te sometbing
bet.ter. But the appetite, for sensational literature lives by wliat it leeda
upon, andi m.rely Ileads; te the reading of mnore elevated works, such as


