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aspects of life are, liowever, becorning iucreasingly important
for public mnen, and few of us can afford to be in entire
ignoranlce with reg-ard to these great problerns. The teachings
of the Gospel tlîat sliew the duty of man to his fellowmen are
now being very vigorously pressed, and in this inatter as in al
othiers, that titan is safest who understands sometliing about the
scientific principles thiat underlie the subject.

We sa«id in the earlier part of this discussion that one of
the purposes of reading is to secure the co-ordination of ideas.
This is probably best done by works on philosophy. I under-
stand that soniething of tbe saine end is secured by the higlier
nîathieuatics, but about that I amn not able to speak. It seemsi
certain, hiowever, that a pastor shiotiid frequently read scme
book by a first-rate philosopher. TIhose who labour in this
sphiere are able to command sncbi clearlicss of thoinglt, and are
able to survey suchi a wvide area of fact and of experience
that, what they write is always hielpf ul to the careful reader.
Reading, of this sort is botli exhilarating and corrective and
clax'ifying, and the philo>sopher bias an important contribution
to naeto the pastor in lhelpinc, hini to avoid the entangle-
ments of confusion.

In the reading of a pastor, I would give a recoguized place
to poetry and to works of fiction. PoeLs are heirs to an unusuai

stegthi of imnaginaition, and are masters of happy phrases. If
they did not b)ave thiese characteristics, thecy would not be poets.
In both these sphieres they have nîuch to teachi us, and the
preacher will ofteu find a new power corne to him as ho wanders
over the fields of poetry. None of the great poets slhould be
neglected, but perhaps eachi one ougit, to have a special
favourite, who will bc to him a refuge in tiine of storm or a
bouse of preparation for the day of battie. Somne find miost of
what they nced in Browning, and sonie in Tennyson, and some
in Wordsw'orth, and] some in Spenser. For my oiwn part I gain
the greatest help from Shakespeare, and I always esteem my-
self happy whieu ou Saturday eveuing it is possible to read one
of liis plays. As for works of fiction, there is a variety of
practice and a difti3rcnce of opinion, but there are soine classes
of minds that cannot do their best work unless they read a fair
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