
Paul at Ephesus

tesson X. PAUL AT EPHESUS March 8, 1903
Acts 19: 13-20. Study Acts 19 : 8-20. Commit to Memorv 'Vs. 18-20.

13 MTen certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists,
took upon Vicia to 2 ail ovcr tîxani ivhl liîd 1 cvii
sp!rits, the nanie of tie Lord Jelstis, Gaving, -1W ad-
jure you bv JLe'sULq %vhom Paul prcaclîcth.

14 And there wvcre seven sons o! orie Se'va, a Jew,
Z and <'bief of the priests. wvhich did so.

15 Ani tue cvii spirit answcred and said, Je'sns 1
know, aild P>aul 1 kuio% :, but %vhio are ve 7

16 And tie lain lu %hom tlxe cvii spî'rit WÎÎS icnpc<(l
on then. and Govercame thiiexu and prcvauled agautil
theni so that tlîcy lied ou t o! tha thouse xiakcd and
wvounded.

17 And this " was knoivn toali the JewsanidGrcks
also ciwclling oit Epli'csus; and fear fell on theni ail,
aud the ninme of the Lord Je'sus %vas flagxîified.

18 8 Anci many that bciievcd canme. and confcsscd,
and slicwed their deeds.

19 QMany of thern also wvhich used curions arts
broughit their books together, and buraed tlieui 10
bcforu ail rncn. and they couxted the price of Usuni,
1111( fotnd il fifty tlîousand pieces of sîlver.

20 So xnightily grew the wvord of il God and pre-
vaid.

Revised Version-'i Biai certain also o! the strolling Jcws: 2arne; 3thc; 4 1; 5 achief priest: 6 mestercd
1hotlu of them; '.became; *. 8 îan,% aiso of theon that had believed came coufcssing, and dcciaring their deeds;
oand Dxot a fe.W of tiiern that practised; îloi the sight of al,il he Lord.

EXPLANATION

Conneetion-This leSon* continues the storY 0f
Pati'ls %vork at Ephiesuis, iviiere lic iaborcd for neariy
three years (cli. 20: :31) %with grent success. Jewvish
opposition casused hlm 10 icave tue synagogue and ho
iîold lus meetings ia tic ochool of one Tyrannus,
ivhcere le tauguit day by day for more than twovr years.
(vs. S, 9.) Hlis prcaching andu miracles had great
efecet, andi froni Ephesus the gospel was carricd to
ail parts o! tue Roman prov'ince of Asia, vs. 10-12.

13. The vagabond Jews ; lterally, stroiiing
Jeirs, wlio %vent froîn place to place like gyjocies.
Tlîey pretended to read the future from tue stars, and
by titering strange, iords from tiocir magie books, ho
he alile to sumanon spirits to iieipcr hurt, anid thuii to
dismiFs tliin at picasure. Exorcists; who faiscly
chuumcd poîver t0 cuot ont evil spirits. The nane
of the Lord Jesus. Ir iras al common practice vith,
tlîem to ehin îvitlî Uhe liame o! Jehovah, anl allter
secinig Palls miracles they used the name of Jesus
instcad. We adjure you; a solemn command 10
depart. Whomn Paul preaeheth; Paul, wvio
wrought snch miracles (vs. il, 12) by tlîe powcr of
Jestus.

14:. Seven sons; -,vlo uscd ho imitate Pauil. In
the instance hiere given onhy tîvo o! bloc seven acted
(11ev. Ver., Y. 16). Tiocir father bcing a priest, they

Coin of Ephesua
werepnicststeo. A chiefpriest (11v. Ver.): ilntthc
lîigh pricot (John 1S: 13), for lie -%vonld ho_ only
nt Jenisaleni, but the hcad of one of tue 24 classes
int whicli the Jcwish pricots ivere divided, or per-
hiaps simply a lcading pniesi ai Epiiesus.

15, 16. The evil spirit answered; spcaking
througiî the mani vhoni lie possesseul. ,Tesus I
know, etc. The cvil spirits kiiîew aîîd had to obey

.t.he powcer of Jésus (Mark 1: 2.5, 26), and of Paul,

Clîrist's servant. v. 12. 'Who are ye? P iords of
aniger and contempt. And the znan.. leaped,
on themn; with tie fury o! a aiad beast. Ioastered
both of themn (Rev. Ver.). Sec above 0on v. 14.
Naked. ; the outer garment torm off, notiiing but the
short tunlc ieft. Tlieir impiety wvas puîîlshed and
their !aIsc cinini to cast ont cvil spirits exposed.
1'aul's miracles, too, vrerc thus showri to lie geniie.

17. This was known. The news w'vould quickily
spread. Fear feU on them ail; lot tie terror tui
ffiled the minde o! Sceva's sons, but a sense of Gcat's
presence in their xnidst. (Compare ch. 5: 11.) Nag-
nified; grcatiy iîonorcd as Lord and Savîour. The
incident crcate<I a deep impression upon tue nîinds of
ail wVlio saîv and lîcard of il.

18, 19. MIany .. . that had believed (Rev.
Ver.), and hiad uuitcd ivith the chureli. Came, con-
fesslng, and declaring their deeds (Rev. Ver.);
thcir cvii deede. Thcy had not fuiiy gîven up belief
ia magie. M.eaningless words copied froin the Image
u., tlîe godduss Diana were carriedl about as charnis to
kcep han away. This tliey nowv sa%' and confessed
tolic sinful. And not a few of the= (Rev. Vcr.);
of the magicialîs tlcucvs he sed cuirious
arts; arts of magie (sec on vs. 13, 18). IlTue curions
arts wcre mag;e, juggiery, and ail such practices as
make pretense tosupernturai agcnley. Among thein
wcerc the fanions Ephesian Letters. These Ephesian
teters ;vcre smah slips of parchment in siik bags,
on wvhiclî wcre Nvritten strange cabalistic words and
sentcnces, inysterions and o! len appnrentiy nicaing-
lcs. Thiese, nmen and women ivere la the habit of
carrying about on thecir persons ais ciiarms or anoulets
to sliieid thiîe f rom, danîger and from, bara, or to
procure thcm good fortune la their undertakîngs."
Books; parchmcnts. coutaining theriesand mystie
%vords for praetislîg magie. Buxinedthe=m; ptsblicly
lu the market square. Fi.fty thousand pieces of
silver; periîaps $10,000. The fact that they bnrncd
sucli costly books shows iîow real -%a their cou-
version.

20. So xaightily; -%vlth sucilo poiver. The word
of God; the gospel. Grow; lu inîfluence ovcr the
iicarts and îuluds ni maen. .And iprevalled; over
tue forces o! cvii. Snich ira the spiendiui resuli of
Paui's ministry in Ephesus and tiiroughout the prov-
ince o! îhich It -%as tic capital.


