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¢ Paul at Ephesus

Lesson X.

13 1Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists.
took upon themto 2 call over them which had 3 evil
spirits the name of the Lord Je'sus, saying, 4 We ad-
jure you by Je'sus whom Paul preacheth.

14 And there were seven sons of one Sce’va, o Jew,
& and ehief of the priests, which did so.

15 And the evil spirit answered and said, Je'sus I
know, and Paul I know ; but who are ve?

16_And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped
on them, and sovercame them, and prevailed against
them so that they fled out of that house naked and
wounded.
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Coramit to memory vs. 18-20.

17 And this 7 was known toall the Jewsand Greeks
also dwelllng at Eph’csus; and fear fell on them all,
aud the name of the Lord Je'sus was magnified,

18 8 And many that believed came, and confessed,
and shewed their deeds.

19 o Many of them also which used curious arts
brought their books togetlier, and bumed themto
before all men. and they counted the price of them,
and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.

20 So mightily grew the word of 11 God and pre-
vailed.

Revised Version—! But certain also of the strolling Jews: 2name; 3the; 415 4a chief priest : 6 mastered
both of them ; Tbecame; 8 Many also of themthat had believed came confessing, and declaring their decds;
9 and not a few of them that practised ; 10in the sight of all ;11 the Lord.

EXPLANATION

Connection—This lesson continues the story of
Paul’s work at Ephesus, where he labored for nearly
three years (ch. 20: 31) with great success, Jewish
opposition caused him to leave the synagogue and to
hold his meetings in the school of one Tyrannus,
where he taught day by day for more than two years,
(vs. 8, 9.) His preaching and miracles had great
effect, and from Ephesus the gospel was carried to
all parts of the Roman province of Asia, vs. 10-12.

13. The vagabond Jews ; literally, strolling
Jews, who went from place to place like gypsics.
They pretended toread the future from the stars, and
by uttering strange words from their magic books, to
he able to sumwon spirits to helpor hurt, and then to
dismiss them at pleasure. Exorcists; who falsely
claimed power to cast out evil spirits. The name
of the Liord Jesus. It wasa common practice with
them to charm with the name of Jehovah, and after
seeing Paul's miracles they used the name of Jesus
instead. 'We adjure you; o solemn command to
depart.  'Whom Paul prescheth; Paul, who
wrought such miracles (vs. 11, 12) by the power of
Jesus.,

14. Sevensons ; whoused to imitate Paul. In
the instance here given only two of the seven acted
(Rev. Ver., v. 16). Their father being o priest, they

Coin of Ephesus

wereprieststno. A chiefpriest (Rev. Ver.): notthe
high pricst (John 18:13), for he would be only
at Jerusalem, but the head of one of the 24 classes
into which the Jewish priests were divided, or per-
haps simply o leading pricst at Ephesus.

15,16. The avil spirit answered; speaking
through the man whom he possessed. Jesus I
know, ¢tc. The cvil spirits knew and had to obey

the power of Jesus (Mark 1: 25, 26), and of Paw,

Christ's servant, v. 12. Who are yeP words of
anger and contempt. And the man .. .leaped
on them ; with the fury of & mad beast. Mastered
both of them (Rev. Ver.). Sce above on v. 14,
Naked.; the outer garment torn off, nothing but the
short tunic left. Their impicty was punished and
their false claim to cast out evil spirits exposed.
Paul's miracles, too, were thus shown to be genuine.

1'7. This was known. The news would quickly
spread. Fear fell on them all; not the terror that
filled the minds of Sceva's sons, but o sense of God's
presence in their midst. (Comparech. 5: 11.) Mag-
nified ; greatly honored as Lord and Saviour, The
incident created & deep impression upon the minds of
all who saw and heard of it.

18, 19. Many . . . that had believed (Rev.
Ver.), and had united with the church. Came, con-
fessing,and declsring their deeds (Rev. Ver.);
their evil deeds. They had not fully given up belief
in magic. Meaningless words copied from the image
of the goddess Diana were carried about as charmsto
keep harm away. This they now saw and confessed
to besinful. And not a few of them (Rev. Ver.);
of the magicians themselves, Which used curious
arts; arts of magic (sec on vs. 13,18). ** The curious
arts were magic, jugglery, and all such practices as
make pretense to supernatural ageney. Amongthem
were the famous Ephesian Letters. These Ephesian
Letters svere small slips of parchment in silk bags,
on which were written strange cabalistic words and
sentences, mysterious and often apparently meaning-
less. These, men and women were in the habit of
carrying about on their persons as charms or amulets
to shicld them from danger and from harm, or to
procure them good fortune in their undertakings.”
Books; parchments, containing therulesand mystic
words for practising magic. Burned them ; publicly
in the market square, Fifty thousand pieces of
silver; perhaps $10,000. The fact that they burned
such costly books shows how real was their con-
version,

20. So mightily; with such power. The word
of God ; the gospel. Grew; in infliience over the
hearts and minds of men. And prevailed; over
the forces of evil. Such was the splendid xesult of
Paul's ministry in Ephesus and throughout the prov-
ince of which it was the capital.



