
The Stoning of Stephen

ears,"1 tlîat they iniglit, not litar a iat tht-y
regarded as blasphemyv, and malle al uniteit
ruidi upon hill, v. ô7. Ilow far reîîî îvd
froîn a true judicial spirit ! low utterlty
degrading Vu a court ot equiiy !(c)11 titeir

mu,îteroîîs apsauit thev' slîoved ontward ce-
gard to the Leviticiil iaw, and lieîîce Ilcast
bill cnýt of the citl <1eAv. 24 :14), aîîd
stoued ini, aiîtîough tht-y had. no legat
autlîoritNy Vo tîîfict the death penalty, John
18 : 21. (dl I 'The wituesses "-those who
ctiarged Iiiii with blamplierny, and wlio tîy
the law nmust cast the flrst mVone nthilue
(DIent. 17 :7) laid tîjeir clothes nt thi> feett of
Saut, a student witî Ginaliet and al îieîîîtwr
ut the Sanliedriiin, Acts '->i : 10. He- ias also
a consenit iig party Vo tttplieiis death, that
is, hie approvedl of the act, ch. 8 : i.

2. Pie- 8pirit and ccidîct of Sliphin. (a) lit
was a Ctîrist-like spirit. We are tuttI (Acta
10: 38) tiiat Il Liod anointed Jeses4 (f Nacar-
eth withl te lily t.ts."aîd Steplîci
-was fui[ ut tAie Iîuiv (itiost,"l v. 55. Ile

was tuo utfailli as well, cli. t6: 5. .Xthloughî
martvred, hoe wau *.ctur, 1 John 5 : 4. Ity
the oye of faitti lie @aw Il'the hitavens open-
cd," discloBing the glory ot tG(d aiîd the
person ut Il the Son ut miiî , tivested with
all power, Matt. 26 : 64. <b) lu tlie truc
spirit of torgiveneis lie prayed for lits
envinies, Ilmore earni'stly for thieu,'' says
oecumnnus, Il tliaî for tiitînself.'' Co~mpare
Luke 23: 34 with v. 60 liere. Christsm grace
clin make uis able V)o îbey Ilis coinîîîand,
Matt. 5: 44. (celu cuis traine ut mind " lie

itl aaleep "-tie<'irimtiaii phrase tordeath,
Joliiî Il : 11-14 ; t C'or. 15: 18, 51 ; 1 Thess.
4 : 14. Ilis cuînpauiiiîs exercised failli and
beroises sinfitar Vo tus iii bîirvtng tiîîî withl
..great laicntation,' cli. 8: 2. Tthis service
ut love tivolved ttîeîî ii perit for Vt is
recorded ttiat "a great persecutien arosi'
tliatday," cli. 8: 1 <11ev. V'er.). True Ctirts-
tians are ready tu face danger and death for
the truttis salie and tliroiugl love Vo une
anothier, 1 Johîn 3: 16. Tlie "Igreat laumen-
tation" wau natmoal. Tlîe liuiian heart
cannot but foot keeiity sure beroiîveniont.
Stephen lîad been a towor ut stceiigil tu the-
tnfant Chîrtstian clorcli. le Il tiî great
wonders and miracles auicng the- pentue,"
ch. 6 : 8. Ile was nîiglîty iii ciiitroversy

aiîd defeated tiie reprosentatives uf tlie syna-
g .ogues tOiat net theniacives iii array against
ttîe eliurch. 1lis "l wtsdoîîî '' and " spirit"
were too u nch for tht-n, clu. 6 : 9l, 10.

3. The perilectii iliatfsl'iîîvi the- mactyrdoei
of Sephe,î. (a) 1V ts described as Ilgreat "
-violent aîid persistenit, nercttess. (b> It
sont churcli menubers otît ot Jeriuatenl, ex-
cept tlue apostle. 'Thleir reinatiniig in tie
ctty was nut an inîstanîce ut cowardice, but
tliî'reverse. Tlîey stood truetu tht-eordeca

"o ltarry ln Jerusatem,' but perbapm were
taird%, te guing Vo the regions beyonil.
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Su like lis MIaster," we say insttincttvely
ot Steptien ; but pertiaps tlîis miay botter >30

tlîe eidting tlaî the- beginniiîg uft Vle lesseu.
A goiid begiuniig is tlîat lierute figure (Ose
laat tesson) iltaiidimig before tlie groat soîni-
circle ut seomwiig iîidge, tlîe facos ut tlîe
witiescs dark with Iing rage, and tlîe
face ut Stephen "as it laiîd bot-n tue face ut
au auget." Iow wii @oeil a man speak?
Aîîî hiow wtli Vhe triai enîd?

A stiglît sketch ut Steplien's addreas wili
3e better tian dotait. 1 waa courageous and

strong. for lie totd tleîîî thlîtîgs they did not
wish Vu liear; but it was Scrptucal and
reasonabte. His am waa Vu show hlieruthat
(md liad been ttîeir (tod long betore thore
was a temple, amud tlîat t is neit a lllinple,
but lieaven. that bouldo (.od, dluat (iod's wur-
sliip ta spiritual, muet a nie torm. 1V was
ouiy wlîen they were about tu tomn upun
hiln, tlîat lue broke off suddemity itt tlîe
stiarp accuisationis ut vsl. 51-53.

Five stages «iu tlîe awfut tragedy wlîich
folIos cd, îîay bc niarkcd:

t. The- ragis g of lia fat-s. Aîîgry because
accistd ut an unrapented ut crime (v. 52)
freniied ii tîetr tliit for thîis good man's
biood, eveli as tluey raged for that ut Jeas
ot Nazarethi. Ala@, for uur pour humiliu
naturel1

2. Tit- iiiitvr's eision. Wlat eau >3e fhuer
thuan the coîitralit hetween v. 54 and vs. 55,

6?Aiid wtiat mue graciuusty upportunhe
tlan te ' visioni ut hl Lord in hieaven, wimon
lie wau lu su great peril un earth? lecura
Janes Ilstanidinig"-theattitude of sympatby


