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THE TRADER.

As v.o have puinted out before, whilo| goods in that city without having taken
the cnuso rests entirely with the Railrond , out 2 regular pedinr's licenso. M,
Cotupnuies thuusclves, the romudy is alsv . Jouvs backed up by the Commerocial
within their own contrel.  All that thoy; Travelers' Association, appealed against
bavo tu do 15 to fuwer the rates and bring | the magistrate’s decision, and carried it
the through aud lueal traflic rates more , to the Suprese Court of New Brungw ick,
nearly on a level, and the evil, if eval it | but the appeal was disallowed. Asat was
bo, will like Junah's gourd wither m a a case of great importance to the whole
night.  As o rule i Canada the locnl;mcrcantilo comnmunity, especially the
passenger rates aroabout three cents pur, wholesalo and manufacturing portion of
mile for first-class tickets, while m the it, the case was carried to the Supreme
Umted States only two cents per milo 15, Court of Canady, the result boing that
charged for the same class of tickets by, tho appenl was sustained, the decision
first-class roads, Three cents may have, being given on the ground that the by-
boen a fmr rate whon the country was. law was nltra vires because of the discrim.
young nnd sparsely settled with compura- iuation between residents and non-resi-
tively httlo railroad travel, but to-duy, dents.
with the cost of construction so grently, —L'rom recent telographic despatehes wo
reduced, and a grently increased passen. | learn that the St. Jobns authorities have,
ger traffic, two cents per wile would bo since tho publication of this decision, left
an ample remuneration for the service‘commcrcinl travelers' severely alone. It
rendered, secms to us to be a great hardship to the

Wo are strongly of the opinion that; poor benighted toilers by the sea, that
Parliament ought to legislato upon this| they can’t be allowed to tax tho ropre-
important subject, and in the interest of | sentatives of western energy and industry
the public tho following points ought to | and thus curich their depleted municipal
be defined. treasury, without being interferred with

1. That tho local rate charged for first. ' by that august body known as the Su-
class pnssengers in Canada should not: preme Court. They really had a * soft
oxceed two cents per mile. 1 thing " on the western froebooters who

2. That, witl the exception of special | swarmed down upon them in hordes, and
oxcursion tickets at reduced rates, all! thought to impose upon their gullability
railroad tickets should be good until they ' by selling thewm goods of Canadian mauu.
have been used, facture cheaper than they were in the

8. That s railrond ticket, like any habit of importing them. It wasa bril-
other articlo of merchandise, can be |liantidea that struck the city solons of St.
transferred from onc person to noother, | Johns, and for their sake it really scems
the person thus purchusing it to be in- a pity that it should have been illegal.
vested with all the privileges and rights; As & new idea 1 political economy it
of the original holder. was unique to say the least of it, while

We are satisfied that 1f these princi- | considered socially, it was n christian
ples were omnbodied in logal shape among | way of getting square with the people who
the consolidated statutes of Cannda, anew a fow years ago, when their city lay in
era would dawnupon the travelling public | ashes, put their hands in their pockets
of this country, and that whilo they would | and fed and clothed them untit they could
not receive any more than justice from | rebuild their ruined homesteads. But
such a meusure the railroads themselves | probably we are in ervor in blaming the
would be oqually Dlenefitted Dby thejpeople of St. Johns for the miserable,
change. grasping policy of a few of its merchants,

TAXING COMMERCIAL TRAVEL- I.t. is a well kno§vn fact, tlfat in many

LERS. lines of commercial enterprise the mer-
—_— chants of St. Johns are behind the age,

The Supreme Court of Canada a few|and probably that is why they conceived
dnys ago gave judgment in the case of the idea of making it so expeusive or
Joues ¢ Gilbet.  The pont msolved was, dangerous for the representatives of west:
the right of Municipalities to tax com-, ern manufacturers to visit their city and
mercial travollers, and grew out of thotentcr into compstition with thew.
action of the police magistrate, who re- Tt is, we think, well that the case has
presented the municipal authorities of St been decided as it has been, for the
Jonns, N. B, m fimmng Mr. Jones fOT,prmcxplo of allowing a city or town to tax

rponwd by the city of St. Johns, is not

ouly unjust but vicivus in the oxtreme.
It was well to nip the thing in the bud,
for although only such antiquated vities
as St. Johns, Quebceo, practiced it, the
ovil was beginning to sgread westward,

A foew months ago we tovk ocension to
commont upon the speech of o would be
Canadinn Dantel not more than a thous.
and mles north of Teronto, who, after
waking a careful and profound research in
which he was ably aesisted by his chief
clerk, had come to the conclusien that 1t
was adwvisable to put & hieavy tax on com-
mercial travellers, not only for the purpose
of raising & rovenue, but also that the
poor country storekeepers might be pro-
tected. His ides was, that if the com.
mercial wolves could be thus kept at bay,
the mercantile lambsin our country towns
would be perfectly secure finanoially and
therefore morally.

As we said at that time, such an idea
is protection run stark staring mad, and
we might just as well have each city,
town and village starling a municipal
custom house of ils own and taxing all
the goods that are shipped to it, as to
levy o tax on the person who sells the
goods to their merchants. The Commer-
cial Travelers' Associntions are to be
commended on the fight they havo made,
and we congratulute them on their suc-
cess in breaking up such a disgraceful
and unjust monopoly.
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A NEW COMPETITOR.

Those who view with alarm the gigan-
tic monopoly of the Canadian Pacific
Railway Syndicate, may find some little
econzolation in the idea that in the waters
of the Hudson Bay and Straits there may
probably be found a competing route to
the great Buropeau warkets. It is a
well known fact, that for many years past.
in fact almost ever since the granting oi
their charter the ¢ Hudscn Bay Com-
pany " have been in the habit of bring-
iug the necessary supplics for the forts
in the far West by this very route. York
Factory on the Hudson Bay port, on the
Hudson Bay, is situated in latitude 57
longitude 923, or neck of laud watered

fon either side by the Nelson and Hayes

Rivers, and is geographically several
hundred miles ncarer to Liverpool than
either Montreal or New York. If, there-

solling goods, rather taking orders for;commerce in such a wauner as that pro- ' fore, it is possibie to £hip the grain and




