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I3 TRADE AS BAD IT 18 REPUTED$
Tho Timler Trades Journs? of Apnil 25th
tays :~We bave Peen s0 much accustomed to
speak of bad trade during the lnst year or two,
aud to find everybody acquiescing in tho senta-
. Mmont and ceady to pasa it on to the next mquir-
cr, that disbelief in it haa como to be almost
sccounted a heresy, which few are bold enough
to lend their names to. In fact, without
troublig oursclves with statistics, a sort ot
general imprexsion has established 1tselt 1n the
public mind that the great tradg supremacy
of tho United Kingdom hasgono by. And that
the spirit of enterprize that shono so brightly in
the days of Drake aud Frobisbier, and was by
thein handed down to succesmve ages ot greay
navigators to the titues of Ansop and Cook, 1
the reign of Georgo 111., has dwindled and
Almost evaporated 1n modern times, Uris 8o
bound up with steain and other contrivances of
sejence for making tho tour of tho worldin
crowds, that m¢n themselves havo lost their
ingividuality as if they wero tumied out by
machinery, all to one pattern, like ninopins,
and that trade jtself was becoming ongineered
like oveything clse, till 1t was almost reduced
to o mathemutical theorem

But if anybedy believes *hat Lngland s be-
hind the rest of tho world, either 1nitd industry,
aagiduity, or power, fet mm peruse the Biue
Book issued on Tucsday last, contaning the
snyual statemunt ot the navigationand shipping
of ghezo realing during tho not very flourishing
year of 1884, and tho contents must appear to
him on oxtraordinary revelation. From thiswe
learn that 347,441 vessels, registering 74,823,763
tons, entered the portsof the Umted Kingdom
last year—not quito ro many as we employed
the year before, when the humbers were 304,104
vegsels, wath a tonnago of 79,340,547, the ditfer
enco buless than 1 per cent. So many did not
%0 out ngain a8 tho number that camo 1. The
clearances outward n 1851 were vut 3U¥,3u3,
ang tonnago went no higher than LY, 1i6,012,
Byt oven hiers the rato was comparatively well
kept up, as thy numbers the year beforo were
10 ynore than 314,954 vutwvand, with twunage ot
63,452,

Hero also the ditferenco was very vidng,  If
ouy trade over gea was dechining, 1t was aimost
imperceptible m tho great vwiume of business
still doing; and 11 woanalyze these tgures we
find a0 then 8 good deal to reassuro us, and to
gat1sfy us that if we are, a8 sume persist in pre
dicgting, on tho road to ruin—and going by
stoam too—1t Wil tako us a long Ume ay this
Pace to reach that unturtunawe gual, Ut the
347,431 versels that entered our purts 1oy, 783
Were Bahing vessels and 10V,008 steamers.  But
what must bo copsidered ot mure unportance 1s
the great prepondorance ot thuse under vur own
flag, 821,170 were bristish vessels, and oniy
26,266 were toregn. Ihings are great and
sma)l only by companson.  To be wid that 2v,.
266 foreign rhups brought cargoes ity tho Lt
od Kingdoms last year, a8 an cxpression taken
by stsolf, unght have o afect ol creatiug o
belief that turagners Wert wonopviiaily vur
oCean-Carrying trade ; but when, v the other
hand, wo are wid that tur every furegoer a
“dozen Bntish slups wore einpivyed in vur carry-
10g trade, the sdea saarhos, and Lhocvmpetiion
13 held to Lo ot simoest B accoubt, It
steam that we are indebted for this acoess of
Brpsh tonnage. The sinppung sswrest dves
not admet of bemng under any vbligativn to the
Board ot Trauctur sty and doubtices, hiad Mz,
Chamnterlain s Stipping st bwen passed tast
Year, theso tRures Wwowd have oz nmtcnully
Moditted, Qs pratag, hiuved, was esvapnd,
and our stupping owul denunates o woean
traghc ut thu Worid, as 4t withivul Guestivn
tho Deat an thy wotid, s atpuinntd b the
congrary nutwathistiuding.

Qf the VA8 e deatiog vuenards ituiu
Brigish porta, 19,020 8016 &aeng sessus and
101,311 steamsps, dwesstis alivady oumen-
cslly, and as W chnpavyiucal, treading dusely
on t0 hevls ot sy shaps Stk of theso
ships were Listieh anin 2oy jutvsgiers,  The
dilferenco in favor of British against foreign
ships lust year wan vuly 1L to ., An anusualiy
lange number «i buatasn vessuyuaechy steanors,
werg “‘on stiho aganst tholuw feeights culing,
Lut thoy aro net unbikely to tind employment

thig year, as far as can Lo judged lrom present

ppoaraaces, aud let us hupo they will be ablo
to pay their way handsomely.

The numnber of vosselstrading botween foroign
countries and British possessivns—meaning en-
tered British ports—was 60,603, with a tonnago
of 31,658,621, cleared outwards 61,936, of ton-
nago 32,584,001,

In tho coasting trade 236,830, with a tonnage
of 43,135,242, ontored jnwards, and 247,367
cleared outwards, with tonnage 36,692,611, an
amount of traffic around vur cuasts wlich appoar
almost 1ncrodible when we hear immediately
about us, and have done for tho last twelvo
months, hittlo olso than lamoentatious over tho
dulnoss of trade. Tho totz] number of British
rogistored vessels ongaged in the hume and
foreign trado was statod as 18,754, with o tun-
asge of 7,083,944, employicg 199,054 men and
boys., The number of Bitish veascls registered
was 24,149, tonnago 7,363,707, During last
year 1,001 now vessels were built in the United
Kingdom, with a total tonnage of 497,442, not
including  thuse launched m fulfilment of
foreign urders and to be sailed under forcign
fiags.

From thesc atatistica wo gather that, large as
our trade nppen;'s to bo it 18 scarcely adeqguate
to our capabilities. The one unfavorable
deductivn frum 1ts otherwiso impusing array is
to bo found 1n the last figures, frum which we
learn that out uf vur 24,149 merchant ships only
18,744 found employment last year, and there-
furo that 5,398 vessels remained without cmmploy-
ment, with a tonnage of about 300,000, which
signifies s0 much trade out of gear and the
forced idlencss of 10,000 or 12,000 men and
ships' officers.

Thus, while we are still dving an immense
trade, our whule peupls are not well empluyed,
and though not 1 per cent. fell off last year in
the number of our vessels in active occupation
a great many amung us are unable to participate
n the general welfaro because their special
calitng 13 out immeodiately o requisitivn.  In
1574 the tutal mercantile tunnage of the United
Kingdum, stesm and sailing,amounted to 20,872
vessels of a tutal tunnage of 5,864,588, exclusive
of those hailing from Bnitish possessivns, The
nuaber has continned to decreaso since then,
vat the call for o larger class of ship, and
espectally swamers, has prevailed over since,
and while the huine it nuw cuntains wnly
about 19,000 shups, their tonsag. ia ten times
greater than that of the greater numw:
1874,

During the nine years, 1870 to 1883 inclusive
a Durthamentary paper, issued last week, informns
us 10,318 Bntish ships, including thuse of vur
colunies, were lust, their united twnnage being
2,816,072. The average, therefore, would be
about 1,149 ships per annum, and in tons 312,-
Wi, Tho touuage of the vessels lost during the
mino years would unly averayv 273,

The gap to be filled up 10 the natural cowso
wul, therefore, overy year, takung one with
anvther, be about 313,000 tuns of shupping to
be trult, without taking into accuunt the natural
eapansiwn of trade, which, smdeed, just now s
a phrase of wlich the inarkets wko small
aocount.  Inuidentally we may mention that
with all these lusses, the death rato at sea did
auvt exceed one o 48, wlule un shore the death
rate 13 reckoned to avorage vno an 50 per annum
for males.

That shipping has been a little vverdone —that
18 moro vessels built than were absolutely want-
ed—is nuw pretty generally allowed, and much
of vur trade depression is prvbably attnbutable
W that causs , but vur juases at sea arv su great
that the building yards suill are able to ewpluy
a iarge stall of aen, aod the latest infurmativn
frum the great building Jdistrcts of Glasguw
and tho Tyno s that the trade ia again inprov-
ing. The Guvernment having given out its
onders fur the Adnuralty, o start has been im-
patud to tho trado, and the private businuss
wining 10 at tho tup of 1t seetis ty have caused
wany of tho superfluvus shipwnghts to bo
put n agan at fair wagos, and thiogs aro
v junger 1o the bad state they wero a while
ago.

Tho tsmber trade 1s also looking up , and wo
learn frvm tho other sdo the Atlantic that
there is the upnsing of a good demand visible
10 all directiona, both 1n Canada and over the
turder, Everybody secems sangune of moro

a

trado to be done this summer, and tho Jumber
ors am said to be pursuing their occupation
without roference to tho state of the outaide
market. Their businces is to get forward as
much timber as they can frum the forests of the
interior, and thoy mean to do it, not doubting
but they will bo recompensod for thoir laber by
a return of better trade.

Tho Government ehipping report which wo
havo briofly analyzed, is hardly in accordance
with tho lar; s decline in the trade of the coun-
try which was indicated by tho Board of Trade
returns to which we reforred in our laat number,
o havo been as busy at sea within 1 per cont.
as wo were last year, yet . our oxport trade,
which gocs hand in hand with shipping, tho
deficiency is about 5 per cont., and in our import
trade mnuch more,

From this it seems to bo proved that the
differenco arises chicfly from the smaller valu-
ation of our exports, ‘There is as much trade
doing, or nearly so, but at such a depreciation
that the value cannot be put down at such good
figures as before. Whether the 11,000,000 extra
which the Govornment have just notified Par
liament that they want will go to promote trade
ur not remains tu be seen. But we may pretty
well rely that the rumoured 3d. additional to
the income tax will by and by come upon us.
Nor will the trading community begrudge i* if
a commensurate revival of busincas takes place
befure it is sbsoluteiy demanded, and thoy see
the monoy usefully appliod in securing the saftey
and the vast trado of the empire.

OLEFT WOOD.

In many of the old mansions the beauty of
the split wood wainscoting has been much
admired. The a#t of readiny ood is not lost,
but it is curivus that thero is no machire that
can divide a piece of wood into any numbor of
parts by fullowing the grain from one end of
the stock to the other in all the curves and
cruvks that are fuund in rending. For straight
grained stock the eaw answers overy purpose
with a great saving in lumber, time and labor,
Lut there are places and requirements where
the stock is to be rived out, that overy part of
the wurk may be of equal strength and of lik,
tenacity throughout.  This rending process, or
the trade of the rail splitter, is one that requires
the oxtremest skill on the part of the rerder.
The lath splitter will siezo a log of wood, how-
ever straight or crooked, and divide it in halves
theongh its central line, guiding the crack and
keeping the rend in the centre of the stock by
the manner of applying the splitting force of
tho wedge. The instant the split leaves the
central line, or one half of the log,or the otheris
weakonod, the defloction is the groatest in the
weakest place, and the result would bo that if
the render were tu continue the splitting wounld
cleave to oue side, and the halves bo uncqually
divided ; but tho render is on the lookout for
this, and can tell in an instant when the split
leaves its central division, howevar winding tho
log may be, and assists the weakening side by
slightly bending the other till the divided work
has been thickened and the rend continues on
the centre, The halves are divided in like
marncr until the stock is divided into eights by
radial divisions, when the circular wedge shape
sectivn is ready to be divided cross ways follow
ing the annular grains or fibre-ring that forms
about the heart of the wood, «nd again the
radial division applied, till the log has been
rived into the fincness required.  The curve or
bendu.g flexure of the divisions by which the
Liuo of cleavago is directed is a principal that is
brought aluut by the akill in handliog the
wadge, ot whatever tool is use in splitting.
If the knife is forced around to bring the
spreading furce with » larger leverage on ouo
side than on the other, the strength of tho
shurter half will be better propared to resist the
activn of Lending than the other, and the work
wiil havu a tendency to cleave to the thickened
sidoif the rend has nut doparted too far from
its central course, if so, the work will need
assistance in the way of springing the stock
into the position that will allow the aplit to
rectify itsclf. It is ekill and practice in the
ourrect principles of rending wood that brings
thoe division of steck with tho grain into equal
parts to & succcss, and nct chanoo cracks or

good luck in splitting, or tho placiog the divid-

ing wodgo or frow into the exact contre  f
cloavago. Why this splitting should bo affectad,
or the courso of tho rend bo changed in the
slightest degreo from tho effoct of bending, the
stuck behind the work where tho action Is to be
expected is a principle that must mako use of
tho oxtension and distortion of the material it
meots with in being leflectod. If a boam is
loaded at cach end while it is supported {u the
middle, tho upper layers will bo extended while
the lowor fibroe will bo compressed ; the ten.
donoy between overy dividing line will bo for
one surfaco to slip upon the other, as may be
obeorved in & built up beam of thin boards bx

foro gluing, a tendency to ““crawl” will be
noticed from the support in the contre ta places
where tho load is applied. This tendemcy to
creop is sufficient to break the cohesion between
the grains of wood. A poice of stock plit for
a fow inches deep in two or ufors places
sufficient to divide the stock in three or more
oqual parts, will, on being deflected, bring the
shearing strain on overy Sbre in the stock ; and
sinco thoy have been weakened in the line of
cleavage that has been made, and the rend
must continue at these places long before the
remaining stock has been injurced in the division
of the grains, so by breaking the stock over a
suppurt, 8o as & cause the material to assumo a
sharp bend first to one sido and then tothe
other, the lino of division is conducted and
forced through tho stock and left in equal parts
with the grain.—Timbes.

THE BRITISHE TRADE.

RreoryT ndvices from Great Britain indicate a
somewhat unsettled state of tho timber narket,
with an upward tendency or at least a stiffening
of prices. The uncertainty, however, has tho
effect of making both buyers and sellers
cautious,

The TYmber Trades Journal of April 18th
8ays.—** Buyers here do not care to purchasy
now at any serius advance made on the suppos-
ition that war will result, and afterwards find
themselves in & positivn of great disadvantage
with others who had bought earlier in the year.”
Again, after mentioning a circular from a Lon-
don firm notifying o withdrawal of all quota-
tions, it says.—** We know for some time past
one or two of tho dealers Liave put up their
prices, but this the first printed announcement
of the kind we have come 2cross,”

Tho roports of vur contemporary from the
ports, which are the chicf points of interest to
the Canadian trade, are to the samo effect. Its
Laverpoul currespondent, after mentioning the
busier aspect of the wharves, aud the greater
freodom in oaecuting orders, says of Norway
flooring :—“Prices of the latter goods have
advanced during the weck, and with the
imminence of war a further increase is more
than probable; in fact some shippers are for the
moment indifferent selleis, unless at a sub
stantial increase, or have withdi.wn from the
market for the prescat. In other geod thero 1s
no change in quotations.”

The same account comes from the Clyde The
Glasgow correspondent remarks . — * The timber
market here has alightly improved during tho
past week, as indicated at the auction sales that
have taken place, and this was tu bo expected
ta the present pusition of tho trade in the face
of small stocks on hand the probability of & war
which would, at any rate, affoct prices of
deals.”

Since these reports the prospects of war seem
to bo less tnminent, though not altugethor ro-
moved. Therefuro there isstill the eame element
of uncertainty., Svme assumo that a peaceful
solution would necessaiily bo fullowed by somo
decline 1 prices, but this is by no means cer
tatn, Thero 18 nut only to be taken into con-
sideration the fact of *‘small stocks on hand,’
but also tho still mure important fact that the
visible supplics of timber are exceptivnally low
at present. Ncither would tho higher war
prices 10 Great Britain ncoessarily mean all
gamn to tho Canadian manufacturer, for thers
would bo increased freights and war risks to be
taken into account.

The smtuation is ono of uncortainty, but
appoarauces are oot anfavorablo to thoss who
hold stock.
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