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plest guaranteos. A cloud of svitnesses riso to
testify that not a fragment of Heaven's revelas
ti:}\ has been loat-—that not one jot or tittle of
the law has failed—that ** God's law is perfect;”
It has beon often exposed—liko the infant Moscs
sent adrift upon tho swelling deep 1 tho bul-
rush ark—but protectors have been fuund some-
times whoro least expected—in tho lowly cot-
tage and tho lordly hall—amid the ecxcitement
of tho Court and tho rotirement of tho cloister.
Theso two testaments, liko the tables of stone,
have boon kept safa as st wero within the Ark of
the Covenant, overshadowed by the guardian
chorubims, and watched over by Him who is
.seated between thomn.  Jfe and they shall never
perisk. Tho heavens shall wax old as a gar-
ment—tho clemonts shall meet with {ervent'heat.
The sun shall be turnod into darkness. ‘The
stars shall withdraw their shining.  But the
1amp of lifo, liko that which illumined the Holi-
ost in tho Aacient Templo, shall never go out.
This light, which shines in this dark place, will
shine mare and moro unto the perfect day. “All
esh is grass, &c. Tho grass withereth, tho
flowor fadeth, but the Word of the Lord endur-
eth forever” Think on theso things, and say,
is not a Book so distinguished, ¢ \Von_dcrful "o
and may wo not cmploy respecting it tho lan-
guago boforo us, “ what hath God wrought !”
R.F.B.

AUl communications connected with the Record
and tie General Agency of the Church, 1o be
addressed to ** Rev. \V. Reip, OfFICE OF TuE
Misstioxary axp Eccresiasticat. Rrcorp,”
Toronto. *

Remittances in behalf of the Widows' Fund, and
Communications connecled with that Scheme,
and ‘the Home Mission, to be addressed to
#Rev. Arex. Gaut,” Mount AlbionP.O.,C. 1.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Communications intended for the Record should
be in the Editor’s hande by tho 15th of-the
month, 5 :

Tre Rycorp.—All possible caro is taken in ad-
dressing and mailingtho Kecord. Should any
irregularity occurin any quarter, in the receipt
of the Record, intimation ghould be sent at
once to this office, in order that the irregue
larity may be remedicd.

‘We have been obliged to defer sevoral commu-
nications and articles, until next month.

@he Record.
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THE NEW YEAR.

Before tho lines we are tracing shall have
come undet the eye of our readers, the old year
wili have come toa closo, and the new year com-
menced. We shall have passed another mile-
stone, 30 to speak, on the road that leads 1o
eternity, and it becomes us to pause,and ponder,
and ask ourselves the important question ¢ whi-
ther am I hastening 1" ** where are my aflections
and hopes fixed1” ¢ what is the oxs THixG that
Iam doing, and that engages tho thoughts and
energies of my mindl” Every succemsive day
should remind us of our mortality, and of the
shortness of our carthly sojourn ; but especially
when another year is gone, should we bo led to
number our days, 2nd apply our heartsto heavenly
wisdom. There are periods, when men of the
world, who are wiser-in their generation than

the children of light, regard it as necessary to

instituto & strict and scarching cxamination of | va.

their  worldly business, that they tiay know
whether thoir  affairs aro really prospering
or not.
of special self-communion, and solf-cxammation,
that wo may, through tho assistance of tho Word
and Spirit of God, ascertain: how it really fares

with our souls, whether wo are really profiting |

by our privileges and advantages, or aro bo-
coming moro worldly and moro carcless. Let
us tako a time, whilo tho knell of tho departing
year is still sounding in our cars, for communing
with Gud and with our own souls. And let us
deal impartially with ourselves, and pray God to
scarch us and know us, and to lead us in the
way ovorlasting.

Apart from tho loud call, which timo asit
wings its rapid flight, addrcsses to us, wo havo
not been loft without impressive warnings during
the year now ended. Brethren and fellow-la-
bourers have been smnmoned away from our
side, and in théir removal wo may read the ad.
monition “work whilo it is day, the night cometh
when no man can work.” Even at this present
hour, God i his adorable providence is address.
ing to us loud and solomn warnings. Pestilenco
is, as it were, knocking at our door, admonishing
us 1o proparo, lest in such an hour as we think
not, wo bo called henco.  And from beyond the
Atlantic are borne to our cars the mufiled sounds
of war, tho issucs of which we cannot foretell,
but which wo cannot rogard in any other light
than as a judgment from heaven. For war,
while in certain instances it may bo justifiable,
must ever bo deplored 23 2 calamity and a judg-
ment.  Let us not, like some, look on these
things as merely accidental, let us view them
asBont by God, who is ever present throughout his
vast creation, who orders and coutrols all events,
and without whom not even a sparrow can fall
to the ground. Lect us hear the rod, and him that
hath appointed it. Lot us turn unto God with
our whole hearts, whilo tho voico of admonition
is addressed to ue, and before the irrevocablo sen.
tenco comes forth “ eut them down, why cumter
thoy the ground.”

The review of tho year that is gono may
awaken mingled foelings of gladness and of sor-
row.  Our gratitudo should surely be warmly
called forth to him, who in His faithfulness hath
erowned the year with his bounty, and who is
loading us as a community with so many bles-
siogs both spiritual and temporal.  Whilo at the
samo timo, wo cannot but remember, with sorrow
of heart, somo of the cvents that have taken
place in our Provinco during the year, We
allude to the fatal and deplorable occurrences of
last Juno. May wo bo taught to sppreciate
more highly, and to improve moro diligently
our spiritual privileges. And, may wo strive
more caraestly for the thorough erangelization
of our land, praying for the hastening of tho
time when the galling yoko of Popery, which
pressca so heavily on the necks of thousands of
our fullow-subjects, e¢hall be broken; and the
blessings of evangelical religion shall be freely
experienced and enjoyed.

And surely wo should have seasons too | Progress,

As to the future, wo know not what is befuro
Our country isin an injeresting but most
critical position.  On the one hand, wo beliovs
thero is intellectunl, and, wo trust, aleo, spirituat
But, un the othier hand, worldliness—
deceit — unscrupuluusness —— aro manifosted hy
same, who from their pomtion should act diffor-
ontly, if they had a epark of real patriotian, not
to speak of religion. As a community wo aro
stillin a plastic state.  And, 3f we would really
advance tho interests of our country, wo are
called upon to discountenanco what is mean
solfish, and dishonourablo ; and, to approve
things that aro pure, lovely, honest and of good
report.  ‘Tho character of our country is, in o
measure, to be formed by us. Lot us feel oup
individual responsibility, and sirive to exemplify,
and to commend to others, those puro and lofty
principles, which are sct forth in the Word of
God; and which alono can exalt either indivi-
dual or national character.

Referring to tho future, wo might mention two
or threo matters of importance, to which, in
common with many in the Province, wo look
with intcrest, and somo of which, at lcast, we
trust, may bo accomplished in the course of the
year now commencing. These ate, a right and
final settlement of tho Clergy Rescrves, so as to
remove all jealovsics and heartbumings for the
timo to come ; the suppression of tippling-housce,
the great curse of our citics, and the most
fruitful source of poverty and erimo ; tho prohi.
bition of Sabbath labour in tho Post-offico and
other departments of the Public Servico—and
a firm and decided opposition to tho increasing
demands of Popery. To these, snd other im-
portant matters, tho attention of our Legisla.
tors will soon be called. May Ho who has the
hearts of all men in his hand dircet them, and
teach them to havo a single cyo to his own glory
and the best interests of this important Pro.
vince.

Let us all, under a deep seaso of our responsi-
bility, combino our cnergics and prayers, in
order to removo tho evils and vices which, alas,
too extensively prevail amongst us, and to ren-
der our country moral—sober—religious. Then
may wo ospect, that “ God, oven our gwn God,
will bless us,” and, that we, as individuals, as
families, and, as a community, shall experienco
tho blessedness of those “ whose God is the
Lol’d."

A i ——
THE INJURIOUS CONSEQUENCES OF
INSUFFICIENT MINISTERIAL SUP-
POR'T.

The following is an extract iom an addrese to
the Congregations under the care-of the New
York Synod of the Associate Reformed Presby-
terian Church, on the subject of ministerial sup-
port. It will suit the latitude of Canxda as well
as that of New York, and we bespeak for it the
earness consideration of our congregations gener-
ally. " We rejoice to belicve that there hian been
of late years an improvement in shis matter. But
etill there is room for farther improvement, eepe-
cially when we take into consideration the great-
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