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Christ Himself : Baptism and the Supper
of the Lord, ministered with unfailing use
of Christ’'s words of institution, and of the
clenments ordained by Hiin,

The Historic  Episcenate,  locally
adapted in the methods of its administra-
tiotr. to the varying needs of the nations
and-peoples called by, God into the anity
of 1lis church.

At first glance these suggdstions take
oiic’s breath away by their siimplicity, and
the libersdity of the Bishops in giving up
<0 -much -that hag been thonght essential
to the Church of England, or at least
its characteristic marks and inheritance.
Our hmrglml worship is cled wly & non-
cssential 3 our thirty-nine articles are no
longer articles of peace and union ; even

-confirmation is unnecessary. One essential

alone is required, which makes 2 bar .to
an-immediate rennion with most Protes-

Aant denominations=that is the Episco-

pate. The offer scems - practical one.:

and so. has led to-some interesting - dis-

cussions.  But this one point renders: it
»llll})r'lt.llc.ll)lc. and so it has-led to nothing
further.  In fact, one. may say -that by
this saving mcention of the-Episcopate; the

.Chur¢h of England has been: saved . from

giving itself away.

As a matter of fact, since nearly -all
bodices of -Christians take the first three
articles for granted, what is-really done in
this proposal is to. offer the **Historic
Episcopate as a. ‘basis of Reunion,” and. it
is doubtless in -this sense that wé have
ntost of us thought about it.

Before saying anything on this point, 1
will draw your attention to two other

-statements in thc Lambeth -report, avhich

SXPress more dcﬁmub than these resolu-
tions the exact jposition taken by the
Bishops. N

1. Ii the encyclical. later the Bishops
refer to these terms of possible inter-
communion. They assure it is not their
intention to depart in any way from- the
récognized standards of the church.

However we may long to cmbrace those
now alienated from s, so that the ideal

-of the-one flock wider the oné shepherd

may be realized, we must not be unfaithiul
stewards of the great diposit entrusted
to us. ‘We cantiot  desert our  posi-
tion cither as to faith or discipline, That
concord would, in our judgment. be nei-
tlier true sor desitable which should be
produccd by such surrender.

2, The second point is in regard to re-
union with our brethren of the Roman
church. ‘Here 1 quote from the report of

‘the Commilittee,

“The committee are ““painfully aware that
any proposal for reunion would be enter-
tained by the authorities of that church
only on condition of a complcte subsmis-
siont o our part to those ¢lainis of abso-
hxlc authority, and the acceptance of those
othcr -errors, both in -doctrine ‘and dis-
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cipline, against which, in faithfulness to
God's Holy Word and to the true prine
ciples of. His Church, we have been for
thice centurics bound to protest. (Pages
25, 86D

These two positions, placed side by side,
seem to bar any approach. to rewion in
cither direction. They seem to tell us
that we must be content to do our work
as we are, and leave the work of reunion
to the Providence of God.

Yet, I think that we may ‘be loyal to
our pusition and inheritance. and yct pray
and work for the day when we may exer-
cise a fuller recognition and enjoy a more
vital union,

But, if we desire and work for union, it
must not be-only in one direction. If at
preseiit. there. may be. greater -hope of the
spirit of unity- movitig on the troubled
waters of Protestantisni than :that there
should be any ]w.llml.. of the dmaxon be-
tween ourselves and the: Churgh of Roe,
we niust not forget that. ultimately the
bonds of unity must unite ity in both di-
rections.  We swst, never leave out of
sight the great historic churclies of Chrls-
tendom, whose adhercuts. nimber three-
fourths of the Christian world.

I will now point out the direction in
which I think we are to look for the hope
of unity. ‘

“When the church seeks with cqu.d zcal
for the restoration of its othér * ‘marks,”
then: the mark of unity will follow. ‘We
say in the creeds. we believe the church
to be one, Holy. Catholic. and Apostolic.
We cannot desiré tnity at the expense: of
truth, holiness and apostolicity, but let
cach be sought for ¢qually and held to
faithiully, and the resutlt must. follow that
in due time we shall come into the unity
of the Faith, unto -the perfect man. We
shill. grow up into Himi in all things
which is the Head, even Christ.

1. We must be Holy. The church is
created for holiness. She, is to I)mid up
men in holiness, She is to exercise an
influence for holiness wpon the carth: Ye
are ‘the salt of the carth. it §f the salt
have lost its savor \\Iurc\nlh shall it be
salted. It is theneeiorth gool for nothing,
but ta be cast out.

Not that it is outs to condeimn inen or
churchies for lack of holifdss—nay. they
shall condemn thémselves. They have a

nanie to live, but are dead.  The fate that

0\'crt'\ku them is this : that they cease to
influcnce men's lives for good.

Now, can we say:that any ¢ilxxr¢!ws arc
0-corrupt in morals that they stand thus
sclf-condemned. 1 think not altogether. I

‘Delieve no- church has a monopolv of holi-

ness—tliough T belicve in sonic the lmghb
ness of this “mark” h1< ‘beén dmmh.d
and' in proportion-to its dillness, its can-
dle has béen removed from its place. Can
we not thus hrgcl) c*q)l'un the downfall
of some of the once: poweriul churches ot

the cast, and perhaps we may say, though
in saying it, we partly condemn ourselves,
the success of the followers of John Wi

Jdey and of some other modern denomina.

tions, .is marked by a zeal of holiness.

2, We must be Catholic. I understand
this to ‘mican we must teach the whole
truth, and nothing but ‘the truth,  And
here again I believe that while no brans)
of the ¢hurch has a monopoly of holine-<
$0 no branch has a monopoly of cutnoh-
city. I understand the definition of cath-
olicity to be that which was laid down by
St. Vineent of Lerins—quod semper, quaod
ubique: quod-ab. omnibus, It § is rather @
celectic way of arriving at the truth, but
it excludes, in a way which must com-
mend itself to every wide-séeing and -
partial ‘1hind, those temporary and one-
sided doctrines which have fascinated in
different ages thic impatient or puzzled
minds- of .inen.

Holy Scripture is the ultimate standard
of all doctrine. We appeal to- Seripture
as to thé word of truth. But not to
scripture,as interpreted by some individual
in this or any age. Still less as interpret-
-ed by oursclves-alone. We appeal to Holy
Scripture; as-interpreted by the conschsus
of the Catholi¢ cliurch. Tli¢ primitive
churcli-has accordingly a special weight in
this interpretation. because the Fathers
lived nearer to the time of the Divine
revelation; and because the church was un-
divided in org.mlzatlon and doctrine.

3. .»\poqtohcuy in the church is the ex-
pression of: its authoritative mission. Un-
doubtedly thé: Apostlés were sent by
Christ, and. we Deliéve that this first-mis-
sion -is. continued by -an: authorized . minis-
try.  For fiftcen hundréd years it was ac-
éepted in the church that this authority
résted with the Order of Bishops. At the
-Reformation pcnod for one reason or an-
other, the authority was claimed, cither by
the- -géneral- ‘body of .Christians or by

carious- individuals, The claim. was- then
madé that in the primitive charch the
authority rested in thé whole body, and
had’ been usurpcd by the Order of Bish-
ops. This is not the place to answer the
Jlaimi, but at least we may-say the charge
of usurpation is a difficult onc to establish.

Now, my point is this. When we shall
have arrived at a substantial agrecment
upon these points in the church’s life, then
only can- we hope for-an outward unity.
But ‘in -our endeavor after unity, néither
point- mut be-left ot of sight. We may
not - disregard the quéstion of :authority,
neitlier must we exaggerate it.  Again,
holmcss must not become sich a supreme
end-as to lead us to denounce every exist-
ing authority in thé church, and-to penit
u< to justify every \\c]l-mtcmm'wd schis-

matic act of - rcformmg zeal.

\Vc claimi in the Church of Eugland to
have a loyal desiré to hold fast to cach of
thesc:marks of:thé Christian - church,




