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find his victim, until it was apparently impossible to

discover hlmi by any ordinary means, hie carne to the -nost
cruel and wicked resolution that ever entered into the

lieart of man to conceive, and one which it scems scarcely

possible that hie could have found agents so cruel as to

execute. lHe sent out soldiers-hard-heartcd and mer-

cilcss men,-and murdered ail the children in the town

of Bethlehem and in the country round about it, who
,%vere two years old or under; thinking that by taking so

'wide a range lie could not fail to destroy the infant lie

so mucli feared.
ln these days, mý dear eildren, and in this country,

wvhere ail are under the protcetlon of inild and equal

laws, wve eau scarcely realise sueli a dreadful state ol

things. But we may imagine in some degree what w(

should suifer, were those we love and cherish most ten.

derly to meet with so dreadful a fate. We ail know horw

bitterly we should lie grieved to see thieir blood shed
before our eyes by the hands of inhiuman murderers, and
to see rude soldiers coining forcibly into our homes to

destroy the littie ones who are the objects cf our greatest

care and affection. The mothers and sisters of I3ethle-
hemn were no less attached and aifectionate than those ol

the present day, and it is flot surprising that throughout
the land the voice of lamnentation and weeping and great

inourning should be heard. Turn to the thirty-first
chapter of Jeremiah, Charles, and read the fifteenth
verse.

Cliarles.-"l Thus -saith the Lord-a voice was heard
iii Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping; Rachel
weeping for lier ehildren ; refused o bie comforted for
bier children, because tliey were not2"


