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aiso in reference to music ani song as it
cxisted antong the Utehrews. Romaine on
1salinody is the only thoroughly pructical
treatise on the subjcr iwhich ve have seen.
and its %vide circulation wouid 've deubt
flot be a benefit to the christian rhumb.-
These with one or two tracts spulhlislied by
the 1Presbyterian Board are about ail we
have been able to get hoid of on thc subjcct.

Lt woiild appear that iu the present day,
<ireumstaaccs are directing attention te the

neticet, rendering a full examination ef it
riccssary, the resuits of whicb ivc cannot
donibt wiIl be beneflcial. On the one hand
these Cburches vihici have adhiered to the
simuple practice of singig God's praise,
-%ichl ai' caadid enquirers acknoiviedge te
hanve been theolymodelo the early churcli,
are 'iow agitated'by attenipts te, introduce
hiiman inventions, partly we helieve in
ironsequienee of this neglect of the ordi-
nce, paying se, litle attention to having

it condueted in a bccoming manner, and
wve fetir stili less to the spiritual o1ýjects of
thie institution. On the other baud, those
ebuilrebes wbich have exhiliited the outwvard
formns of praise in highest perfection are fair
fromn being satisfied with this position. Se
niutch attention Las been directed to vihat is
iiereiy externat, that the rnil nature of the
ordinance bas often been entirely lost sighit
of. This lias been te case more especiaily
in the Uaited States, The mest of the
churches' there are supplied with instru-
mnts of music of tone and power pro.
IpOrtioned te their wealth, the finest voiees
aud the most aeeomplislied ainsicians that
moncy can procure, are obtaiiîed, and in
the skili and heauty of7 its musical per-
formances, for se vie maust eall thein, the
church rivais the concert and the opera.
Buît the resuit has been, that vtry cern-
mouly the very idea of worship is scarcely
recoguized. The churches theraselves are
cailcd Sunday operas, and people .go to
theiu toe njoy music vocal anîd instrttmen-
tal of the finest quaiity, and retire from
tkem not meditatlng on God's viords, but
with such fancies as a wedding- mareh, or
Some similair piece of music plaýyed -by a
ikilfal orgfi*ceau suggest. One bas only
tlOsely te observe the state of' feeling among

0

carnest christiara tere, te sec thnt there is
a dissatisfaction Nvithi the prescrnt state of
things and a ycarning for soinething more
in accordance with the scriptural idea of
praise. The editor of a leading religions
nuevspaper, the organ of one of those bodies,
which perraits instrumental mnusic in pub-
lie worsbip, in pablisbing some remarks of
anether viriter against the use of sucb even
as aids te singing, says-"l His cerumonts
scem worthy of attention now that; all se-
rious miuds aiaoug us are sa inuc/t exercised
?q>on the matter of paruise in the sanctuarJ.
18 it truc that an instrument i8 <i$niy As
crutch? Is1 the resort te these much
praiscd Ilhelps"' a mistake, and a failure ?
If se, surely it is truc that thepeple shouid
know it."

We have already discussed the question
of instrumental rnasic, in a censtitutienal
point of vievi, showving that iu a Presby-
terian cburch, snch a change in its worship,
as cstablislied for three hundrcd years, and
wbich ail its office-bearers have sworn te,
observc,ocannot be ruade except by the
voice of the wbhole chaurch, as represented
in the highest eclesiasticat asserably.-
This, hoviever, %ve by ne means regard as
deciding the question, whdtthcr our present
systens should he main tained or net. That

Ya question wbich, should be discussed on
higher principies, , than mere churcli laiw.
"lProve ail thiugs heMd fast that vibicli is
good." We therefore design discussin& the
whele subject of praise as a christian ordi-
nance, and in doing se wili first examine
it historicaliy, as it bas existed in the Pa-
triarebal, Jewish a.nd Newv Testament ages
of the chureli.

0f te sirvice of song in tise Patriarchal
dispensation vie have but littleinfoiimation,
principally vie believe because we have
scarcely any distinct aceounit of the insti-
tutions of that epoch. Vie know that
there was annual sacrifice and prayer, and
there are statements irons which vie may
justly infer the observance of a Sabbatb,
and social or famiiy %vorship. Bu~t during
these ages vie have nothing either hîstorical
or preceptive on tho subject of singing
in worship. At titis heviever vie need net
feel isarprised as the religions servies of
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