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THE INSTRUCTOR.

PLEASURFES OF KNOWLEDGE.

¢¢ The root you -:t, and watered with your
care,

See how it flourishes with blossoms fair—

Mark how those tender shoots their growth
displayy

As learning lends her light and points the way,

While moral aud religious aids combine

To stamp with dignity your good design.””

The reading of books, what is ity but con-
versing with the wisest men of all ages and
countries, who thereby communicate to us
their most deliberate thoughts, choicest notions
and Dest inventions, couched in good expres-
sion, and digested in exact method ?

And as to the particular objects of study,
all have their use and pleasure.

Tbe very initial study of tongues and prams |

matical literature is very profitable and neces-
sary as the inlets to knowledge, whereby we
are enabled to understand wise men speaking
their sense in their own terms and lively
strains ; whereby we are especially assisted to
drink sacred kaowledge out of the fountains,
the divine ovaclee. Lauther would not part
with the little Hebrew he had for ali the
Turkish empire.

The perusal of history, how pleasant

iflumination of mind, how useful direction of -

life, how sprightly incentives to victue, doth
it afford ! How doth it supply the room of
experience, and furnish us with prudence at
the expense of others, informing us ahout
the ways of action, and the consequences there-
of, by examples without our own danger or
trouble ! How may it instruct and eacourage
us in piety, while therein we trace the paths
of Gad in mens or observe the method of
Divine Providence, how the Lord and Judge
of the worldin due season protecieth, pros.
pereth. Dblesseth, rewardeth inmocence and
integrity; how he crosseth, defeateth,blasteth,
curseth, punisheth iniquity and outrage’;
managing things with admirable wisdom, to
the goud of mankind and advancement of his
own glory.

The mathematieal seiences, how pleasant
is tha speculation of them to the minl. How

useful is the practice to comman life. How
do they whet and excite the mind. How do

they enure it to strict reasaning aprd patient
meditations.

Natural philosophy, the contendlation of
this great theatre or visible system presented
before us; observing the various appearances
thercin and inquiring into their causes 5 ree
flecting on the order, connexion, and harmony
of things ; considering theic original source
and fival design ; how doth it enlarge our
minds, and advance them above vulgar a-
musements, and the admiration of thase petty
things about which men care and bick'r
How may it serve towork in us pious affec-

tions of admiration, reverence, and love to-

ward our Creator, whose eternal divinity is
| clearly seen, whase glory is declaved, whose
. transcend 2nt perfeetions and attributes of im-
mense power, wisdom, and goodness, are
conspicuously displayed 3  whose particulac
kindness towards us men doth evidently shine
in those his works of nature.—Dr. Birrow.

LITERARY DEPANTIISNT.

THE CAPTIVE BABE3 RECOVERED.

At the period of the story which T am
ahkout to relate, the lfugueuo!s had been
residents of Oxford somewhat more than three
yearss ‘They haderccted a sufficient number
of rude dwetlings, and had made good progress
in clearing and cultivating the earth. The
close of autumn was again approaching, and
every thicket and copse assumed that variety
of hue which gives such beauty and brillisncg
to the forestsof New Eaygland. The children
of the colonists might be seen beariog tywacds
theic homes baskets of those nuts which were
to vary the banquet of their winter evenings.
Ere the morning sun had melted the white
frost from the earth, their little fingers,
regardless of cold, were busily emplayed in
separating the chesnut from its armed sheath 5
and they were delighted to trace in the pra-

ductions of the hazle bush a strong resem-
{ blauce to the filbert of their native clime.



