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and soda-the so-called wator-glas--the aikali, to, which the so-
luibility was duc, -beingç removedt either by the slow action of the
weather, or 1by Plhemical agents specially cmployed for the pur-
pose. Thius superfliiouis aud ever. injurious compouinds werc ne-
cessartily itrtoduiced, îvhich, wlien removed by solution or efflor-
escence, left Llie 1)iQservative coa-tingy porous and perîneable. It
is now kznown, hiowever, that pure silica rnay in certain cases bc
dissolved iii pure water; thus, if suiphide of silicium bc dissolved
inl mater sulpbiurtted lîydruci is evolved, and silica, reciains
perfectly djssolved andi in large amount; or if pure wvater bc
separaied by aý septumi of' parcliment paper Prom a solution of
silicate of soda, suî>crsaurated witli lydroclilor-ic acid, after a few
days the hydrochloi acid and cioride of sodium passingy through
tie septum ivili leave au aqucous solution of silica on the other
side of tlie diaphiragi. It is obvions that sucli a solution, which
nîay be prepared iu maiiy othier ways than those hiere deseribcd,
Nwill possess inally advanti.gtes over ai solution of wvater-gla-ss, as a,
preservative whthler of wood or of stone.

AS alumiiiium1 from its malleability, ductility, tenacity, remnark.-
able itniess, beautiful coloiir and impassivity to Uation o

those ever present henmical agents wliicli so rapidly tarnish
silver îa?) the conunoner nietals, promises to beconie of preat
econoinic value, it is graitifyingç to find that the cost of its l)1'uuuc-

tio israpdlydiiinibi o5 that its pri ce lias descended fûoni
£00 peri lb). to 60s., at wvhiclh price it is now furiiishied by the
Alunimii Works at New~cast.le.

Wood publislies iii tlie Journal of the Franklin Instituite the
folk. r g formula for a fulsible metal wvhiclh becomes ')erfectly
liquid at 1800F.; carlinin 1 part, lead 6 parts, bismuth '7 parts.
Thiis alloy bas a, brighit inetallic colour, is flexible, ini tin plates,
is imper-fectly inalleable, and about as bard as coarse solder.

ARTICLE XV.-Om the date of t7e Rejlort on thec®(kology of
WiqSconSùL, noticed in. this Jouraqi, Vol. VI.j). 465.

In the numnber of tliis Journal for Decemiber List, theýre is a
-iofice of one sheet of Prof. Hll's recent Report on the Geology
of \. sconsin. On Uhc 12th of iMareh, 1862, twvo copies of the
sanie report were received at thie office of the Gcological. Survey
of Canadia, by in;'l. Both of these are dated January 1, 1861.
On, one of the copies there are indorsed ih pen and ink the


