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Root Crops and their Management.

Ma. Atraniso Abinger Hall Farm, Surtey. writes
i Beo o Mess . as follows, on this subyect .

The r-t and wost impotaant puint i<the p:epaca-
tion of the sl Tn all cases that <headd be doge, i

po=sible, in the autuma Hav  the Land well cleaned,
vhe farm yard manure catted out, and  ploughed and
subsoiled, or cultivated deep by steam, before the
fiost 2eds ing and ouly use the cultivator ated har-
towsn the spring. Thon, with twuot tiree hutidsed
weight of guano per acre, jou stand the pm.\"pcrl of
agood ciop o roots The safe~t and best for the
south i~ mangeld wurtzel and hobl-rabi. I nave
fourteen acres of them mixed, two rows eacl, and
six acres of carroty, mangolds, and koblrabi all

mixed. and have had 125 sheep feeding on them

since tae beginning of October. They will last
them thiee montbs, and I have never seen sheep do
better.  They are all cut up by the turnip cutler
and mixed: for fattening stock do better with a mix

ture, and you can grow more produce of a helter
quality. It may not look 8o well to the cye, but it
13 mnch better Jor the pocket and the farmer’s pro-
fits and the hexlth of his stock. 1 bhave stoted all

our other mitgolds, and the Lobl-rabi I intend to
feed off by sheep.  There ate no roats that you can

grow that sheep do so well on as kobl-rabi.  They |
should all be rown by the end of April, and you can

get any quantity per acre, by using plests of ntanure:
a8 they me like mangolds you cannot give them too
much, I n-cd only tvo and a balf hundred weight !
of Phospho-enano, and four hundred weight of salt

per aere, and well horse-hoed and stirred the ol to
letin the air; and hand-hoed them to keep them

clean.  The land, when fed off with Lalf the crop.
will be in a very high state of condition, and fit to
grow anything you wish to put en it °
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Weeding Potatoes with Sheep.

Ir may not be known ¢ farmers in general that it
is & common practice in some of the potato-growing
districts to turn flocks of sheep into the potato fields
for the purpose of catingdown the weeds  The sheep
will not toneh i potato vine, they can not be starved
into cating them.  This Pasturing with sheep is very
advantageous when the erop is a late planted one,so
that the hocing cantiot be completed until the haying
ov harvest isfinished. At the growing season it s
the planter’s aim to keep down the grass and weeds
so that they may be covered with ditt by the cxltiva-
tor and hoe, when these are used.  Pasturing with
sheep will attain this objeet.  Early planted ciops,
the cultivation of which is completed in the first
balf of the summer. frequently become grassy and
weedy before the time of digging—when the size of
the tops precludes cultivation.  In this stage the
sheepare cconomical weeders. It is hardly necessary
to mention that the food thus given to the sheep
nrakes a donble profit, inasmnel as it costs absolutely
nothing. while Jabor is saved and weeds prevented
from seeding in the crop.  Rural.
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Burdock.

No good farmer will allow this coarse and diga-
greeable weed to flourish on his farm.  After a fon
plants have been atlowed to go to sewd, a lung tune
will elapze before they can be exterminated.  As
burduck is a biennial plat. the seeds germinate one
scasun atd produce sced the next.  After this, the
root und alldies  Burdoch s scldom seen in culti-
vated fields. In neglected nooke where the ground
i~; rich and bave brdoek will supplant cverything
else.

The best way to eradicale the plant is to cut it
away with sharp hoes, two or more inches below the
surfuce of the ground late in autumn, when the
water will enter the roots and destroy them  Ifthe
ground where they grow can be plougled, they may
1 casily exterminated, unless there is mucl sved in
the s0il, Which a few years of culiivation will destray
by vegetation.

At this seasent of the year, burdack plants may be
seen in many nooks, spreading their broad leaves
uver an arca of ground, alloving no other plant to
live beneath them  If they be cut off, there will he
sufficient vital energy in the roots to send up anew
system of stewms, which will produce a bountitul erop
orseed before winter  Bat cat them off a little be-
low tho sutface of the ground with a sharp broad
boe, or grubbing hoe, or mattock, and put a table
apoonful of «alt on the top of the tap root, and bur-

A Somarsetshire Stile.

A CorRESPOXDENT ot the Coflaye Gardener sends
the fullowing illustrated deseriptions of a kind of
stale wihncl appears easy of construction,and effectual
against larger animals, though it would be of little
uxe against sheep and pigs --

o As the merits of the Cornish stile have been dis.
cugsed in the Jast few numbew of your journal, I ven-
e to call auteition to an inveauw s of my ona,

which I have had in use for nearly t o years, and
which has been found t answer every purpose for
which a stile i3 required, even toafree passige ol
vour correspondent’s * deprarted einoline’
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* You will obrerve from the above engraving (g, 1)
that it is very simple in construction, and entirely
self-acting. It has no fastenmg, as the cross-bar (a).

after bemng hited up for the persun to pass through,
falls back to itsplace in @ 8lit in the pos~t (b) by its
own weight, so that it cannot be left open, a gecut
destderatum n etiles and gates ot all kinds.
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* When the bar i is lifted up (see fiy. 2). the pen
dant () turning on the pasot () naturalls rises with
it, and rups up to the bar (v to whiek: it i~ fastened
by aring at the bottom, thus leaving a perfectly
clear gpace _between the posa for i person to pass
through. The stiles are made of iron and wood as
required, and are found to angwer well in other
places besides this, as the orders now rapudly coming
in abundantly testify. It .s pateated.”
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Plaster for th; ﬁop Aphis.

M. F. Corvixs, of Rockester, N.Y.,, a gentleman
thoroughly conversant with hop culture, and paten-
tee of the hest system «f training the plants we
know of, » r mgly urges ali cnguged in the business
of hop rii~ing to be ready with plaster to_ avert the
ravages of the aphis by o thorough dusting of tho
vines at tho first appearance of this inscet pest. He
8ays that simplo as this remedy is, it is catively cffec-

dock will uever sprout from such roots.—Ex.

tual. Indeed the remedy is even more simplo than
appears at first sight, inasmuch as comnon road dust
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will answer tho same purpose as iue plaster so far
as the insccts ara conceraed, but plaster is to be pre-
ferred becauso it not only destroys tho aphis, but
benefits the plant. 1o mentions in coufirnation of
brstatements, that a number of hop yards lyug
under the lce of a railroad, and swept during the
summer by its clouds of fino dust, wero entirely freo
from aphis, and produceq fino crops, while yards at
some distance from tho track were badly infested,
and the preduct destroyed.
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On Drying Corn in Sheaves,

Tur following extract is well worth the attention
of both landlord and farmer:—*Mr. Stephens, of
Edwburgh, communicates to the Journal of Agrieul-
ture—* The simplest method of securing the” crop
atter catting it down from bLeing damaged by stand-
ing long in stooks on the ground, is that universally

ractised by the agriculturist in tho woody parts of
Sweden and Norway, and which never fails in com-
pletely protecting at least ninc-tenths of the grain
trom growing in the sheaf, as well as the straw from
any serious injury. In those districts every farmer
provides as many sades sfor, corn stakes (that is
stakes for drying the grainon). as willbenecessary for
the quantity of s growing crop. Theyaregenerally
wade of young white pine, cight feet long, aboutone
and a-halt inch diameter at the top and fourinchesat
the bottom.  The upper end is pointed, to allow the
sheaf to pass casily down over it, aud the lower cnd
i3 likewise pointed to facilitate its being fixed in the
ground. Whena field of grainis 1eady for the sickle,
the stakes are conveyed to the spot, and the reapers
proceed with the work; the stakes are put up in rows
bebind them, in the same manner and at the same
distance from cach otaer as is common in stooking
the crop. A man, with the assistance of an iron
crane ur spit, will set up fice hundred of these in a
day. ‘The next operativn is to put the sheaves on tho
stack. This is performed by raising the first sheaf
up to the top ot the stake and passing it, with the
root end downwards, to the ground, the stake being
kept as nearly as possible in the middle of the sheat.
The sheaf then stands perpendicular and round the
stakes. The second sheat is fixed on thestake in an
inclined position, with the grain ead slopitg a iittle
downwards, the stake pasding through the sheaf at
the band in a transverse manner, and in that position
it is pressed down to the first sheaf, and thus forms g
covering toit.  All the other sheaves are threaded on
to the stake in a similar way as the first sheaf put
on, keeping them all one above another, with the

-root-ends facing the south-wesat to receive as much of

the sunshine as possible, on account of tie greater
quantity of grassy substance they containat the end.
Ascach skeat thus acts as a covering to the one be-
neath it, and as there i3 ouly oue that can touch the
ground. rain cannot at any time penctrate through
them, anditisveryrarcthatimysingleheadsof grain on
a stake are injured. IThave witnessed theseoperatisng
performed with asmuchcexpeditionasactually attends
the common way of setting the crop in the field in
stooks. The number of sheaves put upon each stake
i3 generally fifteen orsixteen. The advantages arising
from the above simple mauner of protecting the crop
are many, exclusive of the consideration of the grain
and straw being preserved in awholesome state. The
farmer by it is enabled to commence reaping carly
in the morning while the dew is yet on the grain.
Partial rainy weather does not preventhisoperatisns;
be can employ all his people in cutting down the
crop before carrying home part of it, and when he
does commence carrying it home notthe least particle
is shaken out, for, instead of throwing a single sheaf
into the corn cart or waggon at a time (by which
much grain is frequently Icst), the stake with the
whole of 1ts contents is taken up, put into the cart,
and carried to the corn-yard.  \Yhen the crop is all
carried home tho stakes are collected and laid aside
to be similarly appliedthe succeeding year, and wien
carefully kept during the period they are inuso they
will last twenty or thirty years. I haveknownmany
farmers residing on the plains of Sweden, where
wood is extremelyscarce, who, ratherthan bo without
such preservatives of their crop, choose to purchase
them ata dear rate and transport them thirty or forty
miles to. their possessions. Indeed, the practice of
stahing the grain is there so gencral and so benefleial
that the number of stakes used is often taken notice
of when a lotof land is offered for sale.”*  The above
method ol securing the crop during & wet season isso
well adapted for our variable elimate, and being
cheap, simple, and efficient, it must bo the stupid ad-
herence to old habits that hinders our farmers from
adopting such a mode. I believe in somo parts of
Aberdeensbire it is adopted during wet seasons with
success, though many projects made of lato induce
me to think that a lesson might be taken from Nor-
wegian aud Swedish farming.—J. Kegg, Galashiels,
in Inveiness Courier.



