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PIGEONS AND PETS,

— & prs

omducted by E. F. Doty, 47 Wellington Place
Toronto; to whom all querics and communications
coneerning this depaitment: should be addrzssed.

Carer of Common Pigeons.

an article in our columns on the
above subject we append the fol-

~ lowing, hoping it will answer the
purpose. ‘Lhe idea is not the care of
pigeons for ‘‘fancy™ hut for shooting
“matches. Weare acquainted -with a
gehtle'nlan whg entertains himself and
-others with the so-called ~“sport” of
shooting pigeons ; we do mnot believe,
" however, that the bitds are given a fair

%S we have been requested to give

chance to“get going.” The gentleman |

_of whom we spealk buys the birds a few
days before the match. is tocome off,

puts them in a large loft andfeeds them

"on corn, peas and other grain and asup-
ply of clean water.” He buy$ no birds
that are not in the pink of condition
and there are plenty of such to be. got

_atfrom 20 to 40 cents per ‘pair. -Be-’

yond the above (and of course - keeping
the fott tolerably clean) no other care is
necessary. In fact, treat them as you
would any breed of pigeons that are.
. hardy. Ifthey 3re ‘to Dbe kept any

length of time supply them with - gravel:

and a piece of rock salt and- if you wish
tobreed from them supply them with
some boxes tonest m, No particular
~ mating is nceded umnless the owner
wishes, when he must put the would be
pairin a pe§ I
a few graind of hemp seed and they will
generally be wed when, let out of their

pen. :
When a fine sunshjuy day happens

producing capacity of fowls.

by themselves, give them

ajong don't forget to give your pigeons
~abath: . _ :

“We paid a short visitto the loft of
Inigo Hobden, :he short face Tumbler
breeder. Here we found things looking
up and unless we are mistaken he will
make things go this” coming breeding
season.
Faces, Almonds, Kites and Agates.

Use Only Thoroughbreds —~ Confined
- Poultry. o

HEREIN is the value, of thoroughbred
poultry ? My friend, the farmer .says

hedon stee why commeon poultry sells
atten -pieper pound, and through-
bred attwo to . edollargper head, . I will try

tq explain from my standpoint why I think
thoropghbreds should be worth more thandung-

. hills. The man’who wastes time, brains and

hard cash, to get pure stcek, tu 't 1ficed to sell
at ten cents per pound, Lu¢ you riay say;
what has that to do with its being worth more.
1 will tell you. A farmer, or anybody else, for
that thatter, keeps, say 1:0 hens, the old com

men variety, inbrefl and inbred for ever so long.
He takes no interesfin them, for the sight of
them gives him no pleasure, he don’t attend to

them properly. Very often they shilt for them.

selves, eggs are few and far between, and in-
stead of being profitable they are . unprofitable.
Bat, let that same persen get a few thorough*
breds, and prosto—tbe scend changes. He
smiles when be looks at his biddies, feeds theny
regularly. keeps 4heir coops cean makes them

feel at howe,ard diey Iny Tegularly, becapse a
pleasure to tim, .nd instead of being a luss they

are a prolit. - Lherein tten is the djfterence ; not
so much’ip',th_e fowls as in the results achieved
through keeping them gnd that is the trae test.
Now I wish to say a few words inregard to the

value of a hen by the number of egas she will
lay, and right here is the point.” The produc-
tive capacity of a fowl will always Le governed

by the dmount of foed it can digest 20d assimi-

jate. From an experiment mude” seversl years

ago, I have determined pretty clearly. that fowls
in confinement will, in many cases appear to'te

in good conditiop and f& to lay, simply becaute
their digestive organsare ot of ordcr. I made
the experiment as follows . I had a smail flogk
of fowls that had unlimited range, and I killed
scveral, I found the lining of the gizzard very
strong and tough, or in proper condition. 1
shut the remaining fowls up for about six
weeks and then killed several, and though they

appeared as healthy as_wlien 1 shut ¢ up
{thiey had quit laying,) 1 found the lining W the
gizzard very weak and no longer in healthy con-

dition. A. M, Buorkholdes, in Ponitry Keeper.

Hehas a nice stud of-Short
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