
C TIE CIRISTIAN.

à,ici as, "Tiîis is a faithlful (or true) 8aying, and worth3 of ail accep.
tath>u, that Christ Jesub cane into the world to save sinners." 1 Tini.
i. 15. Again, " thruugh this man is prcached unto you the forgivencss
of âins, and by him, all that belie4e are justified from al[ things frot
whichi tley cuuld not be justified by the lav ofl Moses." Acts xiii. 38.
Is classical learning necessary to know and declare this gosp i Nu,
it is i!ain and simple, and capable ol' beiugcomprelended by thit mieaniest
caicities ; and, uicre it not so, it iight safely be prenourced unworthy
oft us Divine Author, -who commanded it tu be preached to eery crea-
tare, learned, and unlearned ; and, surely, Divine wisdom vould nevtr
base appuiuted the gospel tu be preaclied to unlcarned men, had learniiig
been necessary tu k.ouw and undertarid it. It may further be observed
here, that classical learung is riot ncessary, liecause, the gospel tes-
timony is confirmed by the must plain, comîplete, convicing e% idence
of any fact oi record. Can tlassical luarning either increase these
evidences, or enlighten the understandirg tu perceive them ? If so,
then to this extcnt our faithà stands, not in the wvord of God, but in the
wisdom of men.

61h, Clas.ical learning is unnecessary, because the practical dulies
enjoined upon Ctristiai.s are plainly and e.rpliclly revealed. The
precpts of yen, very unlike the laws of men, are so plain and ex-
plicit, thaL hc v ho runs may read. As an example of the plainess and
perspicuity of the practical iijunctions of scripture, take what is called
the Saviuur's goldun rale. Matt. . ii. 12. In this rule ve have a precept
so short, ihat the weakcst nemories may retain it; so distinet and so
expliLit, that no sophistry or f<dse gloss can obscure it; so equitable and
just, that nule can objuet to it ; so e.xtensive in its application, that no
action of social iiitercourse can uccur, but what ought to Le regulated
by it ; and, su uniiersal and comprelensive, huat no iidividual of the
human race can be exempted from it. Look at the precept which em-
bodies in ia the essence of the lan and the prophets, and then say what
classical learning cuuld do to impruve it. To such as nay be ready to
urge the objection, iliat this is unl) a soultary instance of planess and
perspicuity, it may be a suficienît reply, to urge them to search the
scriptures ; and, if they do so, tley will doubtless find, that the plainess
and simplicity distinguishing this precept, are characterisie of ail the
practical precepts of the scripturcs, and whereby tley manifest their
author to be divine. The practical precepts of scripture are already so
plain, that the Spirit of God has compared them uno an higlwav, in
which the wayfaring man though a fool, shall not err. Isa. xxxv. 8.

7th, Classical learning is not necessary la qualify for preaching the
gospel, because the use thercof was prohibited in the commission given
Io the Aposile Paul. Though it may Le proved that classical learnitg
is not absolutely necessary to qualify for preaching the gospel, stili, many
wil be liable to consider, that classical learning, ail other things being
cqual, must give its possessor a decided superiurity as a preacher over
him iho wants it ; and the case of Paul has been frequently adduced as
indisputable proof of this opinion ; Paul beng the only learned Apostie,
and who labored more abundantly in the gospel than them ail. 1 Cor.
xv. 10. Thsose who adduce the exnple of Pauil, as a peculiar instance


