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The Women of Scandinavia.
(‘Minneapolis Journal.’)

‘As in most countries where the struggle
for existence is keen, where a rigorous cli-
mate and an unfruitful soil have minimized
luxury, the women of Scandinavia inherit
with their brothers vigor of mind and body.
Ta}ll, finely proportioned, with regular fea-
tures and a much less Slavonic cast of coun-
tenance, one sees everywhere, in city and
village, -splendid types of beauty which are

Notwithstanding the fact that the Salic
law in Norway has barred the succession
of a Woman to the throne, women, nevers
theless, have enjoyed a remarkable degree of
freedom and authority, due in part at least to
their physical and intellectual force.

SCHOOLS OF NORWAY.

There is a three-fold system of govern-
ment schools, to which girls are admitted
on equal footing with boys, although they
are instructed separately—in the lower
grades by women and in the upper—gram-

~eat is clean and whole,
' the market are the very antithesis of those

m wmg aturdv muscles that a man might envy, -

-

As in’ other countries, they have shown
signal ability ag trained nurses and in medi-
cine—practicing among women and children.

Society is divided into distinct gradations,
as elsewhere throughout the world, in which
the o'd nobility take precedence, the clergy
and the wealthy manufacturers and trades-
men ranking second and third. ®Extreme
deference is paid to rank and position, the
great lady of the community monopolizing
an undue share of honors and attention, to
wlich, frequently, her natural acquirements
would. not entitle her.

EATING AND DRINKING,

The vast amount of eating and drinking
wihich goes on overywhere makes abun-
dant work for the housekeeper and ser-
vants. So far as this refreshment can be
classified by the foreigner, there are, first,
the rolls and coffee served in one's room
st T bmktast at 9, which is a generous
and eubstantial meal; a light luncheon at
12; dinner at 2; coffee again at 4; supper
at 7, and, if the pangs of hunger must
again be allayed, a moderate luncheon is
eent to one’s room before retiring, Ot

course, the cold climate permits this fre-
quent eating, but it is difficult to believe

that it is absolutely necessary,
SPEAK ENGLISH.

There is, in and around Christiania, an
American aspect that is a continual sur-
prise;  the marked difference being the

3 bea.utiml cleanliness of the parks and the

streets. 'Women are occupied in business
everywhere, and everywhere, in shops and

hotels, the women in charge speak Eng-
lish with wonderful ﬂuency and correct-

ness, for it s a language that they are
taught from early childhood in their schools.
Like the women of Sweden, they dress with
great taste, and the clothing of the very poor-
The fish wives in

of Bminmte, London. With their neat

- black stuft gowns, black straw bats—the .

broad brims tied down with white kerdhief
—their fair skins, bright eyes and cheeks

like roses, they are as attractive in manners

as in appearance.

On the farms, strong, rugged girls do
mere than' their share of the work, since
they must not only help in the planting
and harvesting, but prepare the food for the
family, take charge of the dairy and miake
and mend the clothing, which, it seems, is

~ never permitted to become shabby or ragged.

Sympathy is wastéd upon them, however,
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scry, regular examinations being conducted Wall of a growing building, handles her bur-
By-1 "mnmmmm of denotmortarewﬂy,ereotuauhlpsmast.
'“’“ﬂwm WMmmm Ithmbuﬁeﬂmt if consulted, she would
e ted to the technical schools, where they = Dot change places with her feable sister shut
largely devote themselves to the decorative up in a sweltering kitchen, with ber back
~ arts, although a few, of late years, have given bent over a steaming washtub or a ‘red-hot
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