
102 OwUadan Methoc1i8i Z1ojazi'ne,

scarcely.less old and- solid; the vast, gloomy grottoes of Cerbara,
,which lbok like the underground palace of a bygono race, but
which are the tufa-quarries of elassie times; Mie -ruined baths of
Zenobia, where the rushing milky waters of the AquaS àlbuloe
fil the air with sulpjiurous fumes; and, as a climax, Mie Villa of
Hadrian, less a country-place than a whole region, a town-in.
country, with palace> temples,
circus, theatres, baths amidst
a tract of garde» and pleasure-
gr ouud teu moiles in circum-
ference. Even when one is
familiar with the enormious
height 'and bulk of the Coliseum
or the baths of Caracalla, the
extent of the ruins of Hfa-
drian's Villa is overwhielming
Numerous fragments are stili
standing, graceful and elegant.,
but a vast xnany :more are
buried deep -under turf and'
violets and fern ; large cypres->e
ses and ilexes have struc«k
root among their stones, and
they form artificial hbis anti
vales and great wide plateaus
covered 'with, herbage and
shrubbery, hardly to be dis-
tinguished. fromi the 'natural
accidents of the land. -The soli-
tude is as immense as the space.
Àfter leaving pur carrnage we-
wandered about for hours',-
sometimes 1yingr in the sun-
shine at the edge of a great
grassy terrace which commands
th~e Campagna, to where, like -

a little bell, St. Peter's -dome Taz TIBE_ R, Fnom OcRTF_

hung faint and biue upon the.
horizon; sometimes exploring the innunierable porticoes and
galleries, and replacing in fancy the Venus de Medici, the Dan cing
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