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ITS USE AND ABUSE*
By IrviNg K. PoND : giag
Past-President of the American Institute of Architects

CONCRETE:

ONCRETE is a material which lends itself to many kinds
of manipulation. L e e
sembled in thg shop or on the job; it can be applied in liquid
or in solid form to the work immediately in hand. Sp_ma};y
are the possible methods of its application—such a by i
of means may be employed towards Jts.le_gltlmabe en S
that some of its enthusiastic sponsors see in it a p'al{xaceasub—
structural ills, and possibly for :aesthetlg b'mldmgt; 'S’I:—ex-
stitute for all previously employed building ma dr}i tself
cepting, possibly, door hinges—and a perfef:t end i the;
Therefore it behoves those who can impartially surv?_ n-
entire field to offer both warning and e.ncourag:em:I;ts : -
couragement in its legitimate use, warning againsma bet-
free employment, especially where other materials may

ter serve the conditions.

3 : e
The economics of the general situation favor concrete,

there may arise a tendency

toward its too general employment, toward its substitution for

i i ere
other materials which, though, perhaps, costing mo:e }lltilcn‘; >
Money, satisfy the senses and better fulfil geograp

climatic conditions.

The cheapness and ease of casting a flat slabr :If acgg;zfgz
has ledl certain enthusiasts to advocate the g enGf! the country
of a flat-slab type of roof in any and s g ;v%cated for a
(and ultimately of the world). It is la be made strong
Northern climate because it can very cheap yth t is not what
enough to hold a load of snow and ice. BuE[‘he?ﬂat-slab roof
a roof is for; it is to shed snow and ice. the overhang
Is advocated forea southern climate be%alzls: is desired, but
for shade is o cheaply procured. The sha lts from unem-
Not at the expense of ugliness, which rﬁéuhments ey
bellished overhangs—and concrete embellis

Pensive, : r
Simplicity Which Begets Ugliness :
conomy in manufacturing con-

: ’ 1y
i ertically or honzon!;a_ !
lﬁ?ghvtends towards stupidity,

The factors of ease and e
Crete slabs, whether to beta ﬁpp
contribute t “simplicity” W i e G
and to g b(;rzenness which begets ugliness. Wh

i f
¢ t much in the way o
general form is stupid and ugly, nortioning of windows or

reclamat; be effected by propo iews &

applicaat'i;o(;lnO;a;luperﬁcial ornarr}ept. If i:hee0 n:‘:;i ilcsally g

ng ang appropriately condxtloqed, %l fot e Ml

climatically, slight defects in details wx.s o

challenge the taste; but an ugly mass '1d e
In spite' of the manifold and varied m :

: surfaces and
. AT : tions, textures,
Processes, applications, mampulaand employment of concrete

colorg ‘taining to the use ; bodiment, I
as a ng?\fgaof laf"chitecu“"’l o anl‘: zr:d unlimited
&m not certain that I should ad;ls:n;’ti:: neighhorhood or
agency in hm;;i:ege(ithzla :::l‘(;luti‘f: :ertain that I should not so

5 . d
: terials which tra'nscen
A R g o Oth:errtl:iﬁl desired expressions of

€ven concrete as a medium of e hitssture,
€ human spirit in the art of 8

an,
best adapted to that expression. brick, slate—each
Th nite, iron, bronzé, 2. L. not trans-
us marble, gramite, T " haracteristics

9Me possesses jnherent qualities of base and
Artificial imitation. tter O the mass to human

ere jg he unit which re
scale to t an intimacy

t
; colo}:'ata nt?rick needs other mate-

and variety—purple-

ey of tim-
athered grh%p which

desireg yng experience in
Material, while in natura
Oundless, But even with all t :
Ylals in its neighborhood for contras
Breen of slate, soft white of stucco, \(‘i'e aftsmans
ers, with carvings and turnings, and ¢ 4,

— ’ ¢ t the Confer-

“From an address delivered in Chicago &

®Nce on Concrete Housing.

exture

It can be cast, poured, pressed, as-
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cannot be imparted by a mold, however ekquisitely the sur-
face ke wrought by the modeller’s hand.

ZEsthetic Expression in Concrete

I assume that, as an architect, I am expected to say
that the only way to make concrete an accredited and ac-
ceptable building material adapted to all human material
and esthetic needs is to have its essence filtered through
the alembic of the architectural profession or its representa-
tives. :

If you wish me to say it, of course I will—with reserva-
tions. Now the most stupid of anachronisms are perpetrated
by so-called architects (they really are untutored archae-
ologists, or, rather, grave robbers), and the most blatant of
modernisms, cut off from all context of history, have
emanated from, again, so-called architects (they really are
unlettered sentimentalists). But I will say that the possi-
bilities of concrete as a medium of @®sthetic, expression in
building may best be apprehended by a sincere architect,
with knowledge of modern social conditions and tendencies,
working in co-operation with those who know the material
at first hand, and who also are sincerely working to exploit
nothing, but. to develop the latent and inherent possibilities
of a worthy material. Such architects exist; such material
and men exist. They should come together.

- AMERICAN WATER WORKS ASSOCIATION

AT a meeting of the committee that has charge of the

arrangements for the convention of the American
Water Works Association, which will be held next month
in Montreal, it was announced that arrangements had been
completed with the Beaconsfield Golf Club whereby the
members of the association who play golf may use that club
during their stay in Montreal. An afternoon tea will be
given June 24th at the club house for the ladies attending
the convention.

The personnel of the entertainment committee was in-
creased by the addition of Messrs. Pitcher, Sutherland,
Leclerce and Stephen, all of Montreal. The chairman of the
committee is H. G. Hunter, resident engineer at Montreal
for the New York Continental Jewell Filtration Co.

The committee decided to request the mayor of Mont-
real to open the convention with an address of welcome, and
to ask R. A. Ross, city commissioner, of Montreal, who is
president of the Engineering Institute of Canada, to welcome
the delegates to Canada and to extend to them the courtesies
of the institute. It was decided that the informal reception
and dance to be held during the evening of June 21st should
consist of a concert in Windsor Hall, dancing in the Ladies’
Ordinary at the Windsor Hotel, and refreshments to be
served at 11 p.m. Messrs. Lesage and Hunter were appointed
as a sub-committee to make arrangements for the Lachine
Rapids trip. Messrs. Stephen and Hunter were appointed a
sub-committee to arrange for the smoker.

A member of the entertainment committee will be in
attendance at the convention at all’ times to advise out-of-
town delegates regarding places of interest in Montreal, and

to furnish whatever other information may be of service to

the visitors. A photograph of the convention will be taken
by William Nottman & Sons. Mr. Hunter was appointed as
a committee of one to make arrangements with Charles
Wood, of Philadelphia, for the golf tournament which is held
annually in connection with the convention of the associa-
tion. Messrs. Pitcher, Sutherland, Lesage and Hunter were
appointed as a sub-committee to arrange the visit to the
filtration plants of Montreal, Friday, June 25th.

At a recent meeting of the St. John, N .B., branch of the
Engineering Institute of Canada, G. G. Murdoch was elected
chairman; H. F. Bennett, secretary-treasurer; E, P, Vaughan
and A. Gray, members of the executive committee. The
other members of the executive committee are the retiring
chairman, C. C. Kirby, and C. O. Foss and G. G. Hare.



