324

THE ONTARIO TEACHER.

dorse the statements, that it is the great de-
sire of all parents to have their children
well drilled in those branches ; and’ that to
give a thorough and practical acquaintance
with all the subjects i in the authorized pro-
gramme consumes more time and energy
than either teacher or pup11 Qan spare.
This being the case, and consxdcnng that
‘our Public Schools should be only elemen-
tary, let those who wish more take advan-]
tage of the facilities our country offers in’
the shape of Commercial Schools, ‘High
Schools Lolleges, &e. It is well mdeed
that a person should possess Lnowledge
outside of his profession, but it is well also
to have the foundatlon trustworth) Rty is
well that anyone may have had an oppor-
tunity of enriching his mind, but it is not
well that the ornamental should take prece-
dence of the useful. It is well that a
knowledge of very important subjects may
be obtained by all, but it is not well that
all should be compelled to acquire this
knowledge, when it is not their desire to
do so, and when neither their circumstan-
ces nor their requirements demand it
That a state should provide for the educa-
tion of its citizens everyone will allow, but
that it should force these citizens to ignore
their own judgement, and to spend years
of labor in comparatively unimportant
points, (to them) no one would care to as-
sert. For instance : there is nothing wrong
ina perscm who intends becoming a doc-
tor or a’ lawyer, understanding agriculture,
but where is the necessny for it, unless it
exist in the taste ‘6r des:re of the pcrson
himsel. And so’of many other subjects,
which are important m a way, but by no
means cssential. ‘

It may here be obJected that a nece551ty
for ‘the numerous sub;ectq in the ' pro-
gramme being studled exists, if not in thelr
utility, - at least m the ment"d dlSClphne
they afford. As onTy avery shldowy
knowledge of “these” can 1)0551ny be i
parted, I fail to sée the welng of tlus 0

jection‘ It is for us to decide whether or,
no a thorough and intimate acquaintance
with a few subjects is not much better than.
a yaguc smatterlnﬂr .of many. ’

" Even gramma that moderuely fair inti-
macy with other subjects than elementary.
could be obtzumd at our Public S(.hoola—
and this is gr:
we Lonclude that the mcntal culture would
be superior to that afforded by the common

bramhes’ \\ hat featurc of the mmd re-.
ceives  a partlcular training from the .
“learmng o (.7eography> Is Reason

more securely settled on her throne by the -
rote acquxrement of Botany or Phy siology ?.
Is the pcrcepnon between right and w- rong
made the more acute by attempts to.un-
derstand  turbid “Christian Morals ?” Is
even memory strengthened by bemg able,
parrot like, to point out the leading indi- .
viduals and dates of history—simply the
skeleton, and very defective at that? I do
not wish to underrate these and other sub-
jects, but I do say that they have been el-
evated into, and have usurped a position
for which they were never intended, and
which would be better filled by others more
practical and useful.

Supposing that the necessity existed, is
there a possibility of acquiring a knowledge
of all the subjects mentioned in the pro-
gramme ?  Upwards of thirty subjects to
be mastered in that short period, a schqol-
boy's life ! Can it be done? Ifit can ; if
a man can be made an Admirable (,nchton, :
or walking em,ydop'aedla in, a few brief
years ; if the beardless youth of 16 can be .
reared in a hot-bed to cross blades with a
veteran of 60 then we were born too soon

| —the royal road to learmng has at last

‘been dlscovered,¥ bome years ago, when .
the writer taught “Lommon Schaol,”. he _
found great dxfhcu]ty In cramming more
than the, elght or ten subjects into the Iegal
hours and he is afrald he W ould have ‘that
UOllble What LWere | then. consxderﬁd

et. .
4 ab extra{ranches, such as A]g;.bm Book-;



