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MONO INOOI:TEs.

In the long hietozy of Masonry
there has nover been, te our knowl.
edge, anything that hais created se
queer a relationship botween Maisons
as now existe in the State of Ohio.
The loading members of the Scottieli
Rite in that Stato, most of whom
were Knights Tomplar, succeededa in
forcing the Gzýna Cornnandory cf
Ohio to declarA that certain other
organizations are legitiinate Masonie
bodies, ana ail otherg epurieus, and
prohibiting KnightE Tomplar under
its jurisdiction frorn joining any body
net recognized as legitirnote by the
Grand Oommandery, under penalty
-of expulsion. A nurnber-of Scottish
Rite Masons reeiding at Columbus,
Ohio, and who were also members of
Mount Vernon Com4kandery, Ne. 1,
K. T., at that place, withdrew frcmn
memberehip in the Scottieli Rite
bodies and ronounced their fealty te
the Rite in the Northern Masonie
Jurisdiction cf the United states.
Thiey then proceeded to organize
Scottieli Rite bodie under another
Suprerno Council. For this act they
were expelled frorn th*e bodies frorn
which they had already withdrawn,
and alec frorn the Mount Vernon
Commandery %Si. 1, K. T., cf( hc
thoy were membere, under the enact.
ment of the Grand Commandery.

We de net propose in thie connec-
tien te discue the riglit cf the scot-
tish Rite Masois te abeolve their al-
legiance te one Supreme Council .and
transfer it te another. The gevern-
moxt cf thie Rite je an autocracy, in
which, éeon the right of petitien is
denied, and hence for ene or any
number cf mepIbere te think or act
in opposition te its edicts je rebellion.
The power te expel membere for
cause or without it existe, witheut
even the form cf a trial, and may be
exorcised nit wvrll. The Grand coin.
mandeiy Î. T,. cf a state ias funl
powers te make laws for the goveru-
ment cf Sir 'zights under its juris-
diction. This government, howover,

je .c representative onn, anid the rigliti
of petition is concededtothe humblest
member. Sir Kriighte have it i
their power to eleot such represent.-
tives as will legielate for their inter-
esta. There je no ccasion for rebel-
lion. If obnoxious lawe are enactei.
they can be soon repeaied. The
membera of Mount Vernon Cern-
mandery No. 1, above referred te,
had ne riglit to defy the edicts cf the
Grand Commandery of Ohio, even
though they knew tlieir rights hail
been trarnpled in the dust. Their
expulsion was juet ana necessary ta
maintain the dignity of the Granit
(Jommandery.

Now cornes the incongruities of the
situation. Fourteen Sir Kniglite anci
Princes of the Royal Secret are under
the ban of the higheet penalty thak;
coula be infiicted tapon a criminal by
their comrnadery ana Scottish Rite
bodies. As Master Masons and Royal
Arch Masons they are esili in gond
standing, ana in Lodges and chap-
tors can nieet on equal footing, andl
preside over those who they cannot;
associate with as Sir Xnighte and
Princes. They are mon who stand
high socially, and enjoy the respect
and confidence of the community
where thev raide. Ôlut the Ceand
commnandery of Ohio saye that they
are not worthy te be Knights Temp-
lar, ana muet be disgraced by expul-
sion frorn ail the rights anil privileges
of the Order.

This condition of affaire was
brought aboe4 by an unwiso and un-
lawfail net of the Grand Oornmandery
of Ohio, in legislating tapon a matter
wholly outeide of its juriediction.
which the C3 and Lodge cf Ohio uttorly
refused to do. A majority cf Masons
cf Ohio have placed the seal cf con-
demnation tapon i%, and the Mascmic
Review and the Masonie prose an~i
correspondents generaliy proclaim it
an outrage. Those whj wero instrii-
nlental in forcing this unfortanate
state cf affaire are vzelcorne te, all the
glory there je in it. Unlose takern off
suddenly they will live te see their au'
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