MOSR RAORED OF RUMBEZY. 8L

THE MOST SACRED:OF NUMBERY:

A brother wrote us sometime ago
asking an exgplanation of the number
«Three,"” and we give the following,
from the “Encyclopedia of Freema-
sonry,” for his benefit, and others of
our readers whom it may interest:—

«Everywhere among the ancients
the number three was deemed the
1aost sacred of numbers. A reverence
for its mystical virtues is to be fourd
even among the Chinese, who say that
numbers begin at one and are made
perfect at three, and hence they de-
note the multiplicity of any object by
repesting the character which stands
for it three times. In the philosophy
of Plato, it was the image of the Su-
preme Being, Lecause it includes in
itgelf the properties of the two first

.numbers, and because, as Aristotle

says, it contains within itself a begin-
ning, a middle, and an end. The
Pythagoreans called it perfect har-
mony. So sacred was this number
deemed by the ancients, that we find
it designating some of the attributes
of almost all the gods. The thunder-
bolt of Jove was three-forked ; the
sceptre of Neptune was a trident; Cer-
berus, the dog of Pluto, was three-
headed; there were three Fates and
three Furies; the sun had thyee
names, Apollo, Sol, and Liber; and
the moon three also, Disna, Luna,
and Hecate. In all incantations,
three was a favorite number, for, as
Virgil says, ‘numero Deus impari
gandet,’ God delights in an odd num-
ber. A triple cord was used, each
cord of three different colors, white,
red, and black; and & small image of
the subject of the charm was carried
thrice around the altar, as we see in
Virgil’s eighth eclogue:—

* Terna tibi heec primum, triplici diverse

colore,
Licia circumodo, terque hanc altaria
oircum

Effigiem duco.’
3. e,

*First I smrround thee with these three

Ppieces of List, and I carry thy image three
times round the alfars.

“Tha Draids paid no less respect th
this sacred nomber. Throughout
theix whole #ystem, & reforence is con~
stontly made to ity influence; and sp-
fax did their weneration for it extend,
that even their ssered poetry was
conpoaad ia trieds.

“In all tho mysterios, from Egypt
to Scandinavin, wa find a scared re-
gard for tho number three. In the
rites of Mithrag, the Erpyrean was
said ¢o be supporiod by three intelli-
genees, Ormuzd, Mithra, and Mithras.
In tho rites of Hindusian, there was
the trinity of Brahma, Vishnu, and
Siva. I8 was, in shosh, a general
characier of the mysteries to have
three prineipal officers and three
grades of initiation.

“In FPreemasonry, the ternary is the
wost sacred cf all the mystical num-
bers. Beginning with the old axiom
of the Roman Artificers, that tres
faciunt collegium, or it requires three
to maks a college, they have establish-
ed the rule that not less than three
shall congregate to form a lodge.
Then in all therites, whatever may be
the number of superimposed grades,
there lie at the basis the three sym-
bolie degrees. Thers are in all the
degrees three principal officers, three
supports, three greater and threelesser
lights, three movable and three im-
movable jewels, three principal
tenets, three working-tools of & Fellow
Crafy, three principal orders of archi-
tecture, three chief human senses,
three Ancient Grand Masters. In
fact, everywhere in the system the
number three is presented as a pro-
minent symbol. So much is this the
case, that all the other mystical num-
bers depend upon it, for eachis amul-
tiple of three, its square or its cube,
or derived from them. Thus, 9, 27,
81, are formed by the multiplication
of three, a3 3x8=09, and 8% 8 = 27,
and 3% 38*=81.

“But in nothing is the Masonie sig-
nification of the ternary made more
interesting than in its connection with
the sacred delta, the symbol of Deity.”

—— o e ey i e



