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I )ivitie Services were frequen îly hield
in Roman Catholie Houses of Worship
ini Quebec and vicinity. Sitice theni,
others have changed; genuinie Free-
rnasoniry lias not.

111 1823, a Provincial Grand Lodge
for the District of Montreal and the
Borotigh of William Henry [niow Sorel]
was wvarranted by the United Grand
Lodge of ]England, with William Mc-
Gillivra3', Esq., as the first Frovincial
Grand Master.

And as Freemasonry ever loyally
adapts its Grand Governance, 10 or-
gankc changes in Siate territorial bon -
daries, the Grand Lodge of Canada
wvas formed iii 1855, for the reunited
Provinces, with William Mercer \Vil-
soni, Esq., as the first Grand Master.

Twventy six years ago, Oct. 20, 1869,
ab)out tvo, years afîer the disseveranice
of the Province of Canada inito Jhe
twvo Provinces of Quebec anid Ontario
and the estalîsbmiienî of the preset
D)ominion, the Grand Lodge oi An-
cdent, Free, and accepted Mafsons of
Q uebee [which is so well and worthily
representcd bere to-nighî] ivas duly
and constitutionally formied as one of
thle many sovereign sister Grand B3odies
of the Fraternity tbroughout the world;
with himi wl'o bias niow the hionor of
addressing you as the firsi. Grand
Master.

And R. XV. Chairiman and l3rethren,
on this most auspicious occasion, per--
mit me to add, that ili ily Opinion, few
Grand I odges -bhave more speedily and
completely justified their existence tban
lias our lîeloved and bionored Grand
Lodge of Quebec. Ere the close of
miy ovn administration of its affairs, ail
thie regular Grand Lodges of the world,
were a unit in the recognition and iup-
port of Quebec, wiîb the unhappy ex-
cep'tion of' England, and that too, on
but one sinigle point, and upon which I
do niot hesitate to re-affirmi that she is
in error constitutionally and otlherwise.

Yes, rny Brethren, it necessarily re-
0oice3 nie tbat the Grand I odge of

Quebec lias so soon made realities of
50 antiy ofnmy recorded forecaisîs. She
lias inideed arnply justified lier exist-

ence in the steady increase of bier con-
stituent Lodges ; in lber biarmionious
labors ; in lier continuons deeds of
beneficence ; in lher succession of ab)le
and efficient Grand Masters and other
Grand Officers ; in the fa-itifil main-
tenance of the honor, dignity and con-
stitutions of our ancient and hionorabfle
Fraternity ; and ini lavin!! been the-
imeans of causing 10 b)e produced, the
first jurisdictional Histoiy of Craft

vlsnrwritteni and p)ullislmed in,
l3ritisli North Aiîierica ; anld not only
in tbese and in other ways, bias Quebec
ibius justified bier constitutionial forma-
tion and secured lier 1,roud position.
butt she h&-s also been signally favored,
b)y nîany gifîed andi generous sons and
zealous 1Lodfes, in the ercctirn)i and
c(luiI)ment ol ibis goodly Masonic
Temple in wvhich for the frst time, wve
are niow so happily assem bled, worthily
to celebrate our timie-immeinorial Wiîn-
ter Soistitial Festival, dedicate in tbis,
ont- Christian Era, to tbe blessed,
mleimorv of Saint John the D)ivine..

Anid now niy dear lirethren, as a
fitting conclusion to tbese Ibrief and iha-
',erfect uteacs I know îl;at ou
One and aIl, Will, witlî pur- whole bieart
and mind, devoutly join in the suppli-
cation that the M.ost Higli may ever
continue 10 Nless and prse the
Gran3d I .dge of Quebcec and the Craft
Universal ; and may it also be that
true Sons of Ligbit, and wvortbiy Brelli-
ren of the Mystic lie, inay joyously
and becomingl' v celebrate tbis Annual
G;ranid IF'sîiva1l of ouir FraterniLy, iit
Sa'ciiZa st'cu/lorun/i.

R. XXV. Bi-O. Fyfe, in refcrring ho the
meetings of other Masons on St. johni's
I)ay, aslced, permission of the Ir-ethren
ini union assenibled, to send a despatch
to the b)retlireni in New York, as beingf
the nietropolitan cil>' on the other side
of the line. 1-is intention wvas t0 wvire
congratulations and express nmiual fra-
ternal feeling, with the idea iliat Nfa-
sonry is a bond tînt binds men, io,
mnalter froni whience tliey corne or whiat
language they speak, and cxpressing
the liope that this lie of Mlasonîy should
always be able ho simooth away anld
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